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4 BUTLER '-S POEMS. 

When hard words, jealoufies, and fears. 

Set folkfli^togethfr by the ears, - 

And made them fight,' Hke nrad or drunk, ~ - j 

For Dame Religion, as for punk j 

Whofe honefty they all durft fwear for, . 

Though not a man of them knew wherefore j 

When Gofpel-trumpeter', Tunrounded 

With long-earM rout, to battle founded 5 i» 

And pulpit, dmm ecclefiaftick,- 

Was beat with fift inftead of a ftickj 

Then did Sir Knight abandon dwelling, 

And out he rode a colonelling. 

A wight 

Ver. 3.] By bardivordi, he probably means the cant 
words ufed by the Prefbyterians and fe^laries of thofe 
times J fuch as Gofpel -walking, Gofpel -preaching, 
Soul-faving, Eleft, Saints, the Godly, the Predetti- 
naie, and the like; which they applied to their own 
preachers and themielvefe. 

Verv fi, 12.] Alluding to their yehement aflion in 
the pulpit, and their bea- g it with their filts, as if 
they were beating a drum. 

Ver. 13.] Our Author, to make his Knight appear 
more ridiculous, has dreffed him in all kinds of fantaftic 
colours, and put many charters together to finiih him 
a pcrfeft coxcomb. 

Ver. 14.] The Knight (if Sir Samuel Luke was Mr. 
Butler^s hero) was not only a Colonel in the Parlia- 
ment-army, but alfo Scoutmafter-general in the coun- 
ties of Bedford, Surrey, &c. This gives us fome light 
into his character and condu6^ \ for ne is now entenng 
upon his proper office, full of pretendedly pious and 
fan^ified refolutions for the go<Ai of his country. His 

pcrc- 



HUJ>IBRAS> PAlCTl. CAHtbL 5 

A wight he wasy* whofe vexjr fight would 15 

Entitle him Mirror of Knighthood, 

Thsit never bow^d his ftubhom knee 

To any thing but Chivalry, 

Nor put up blow, but that which laid 

Right Worfhipfiil on HiOulder-blade ; so 

Chief of domeftic knights and errant, 

Either for chartel or for warrant $ 

Great on the bench, great in the faddle. 

That could as well bind o'er as Twaddle j 

Mighty he was at both of thefe, «S 

And ftyl'd of War, as well as Peace 

(80 fome rats, of amphibious nature. 

Are either for the land or water) : 

But here our Authors make a doubt 

Whether he were more wife or (tout : 30 

Some hold the one, and fome the other, 

ftut, howfoe^er they make a pother, 

;• . The 

peregiinations are fo confident with his ofEce and hu- 
mour, that they are no lon^r to be called fabulous or 
improbable. The fucceedmg Cantos. are introduced 
with large prefaces, but here the Poet feems impatient 
till he get into the defcription and chara6ter of his 
hero. 

Ver. 17, 18.] i. e. He kneeled to the King, when 
he knighted him, but feldom upon any other occaiion. 

Ver. aa..] Cbartel is a challenge to a duel. 

Ver* 23.] In this character of Hudibras all the 
abufes of human learning are finely fatirized : philo" 
fophy, logic, rhetoric, mathematics, metaphyfics, and 
ol-diviiiity« 

B J 



6 '*UTLEH/'S POEMS.a. 

The difFerencei was Co fmall^ his bram 

Outweighed his rage but "half .a 'grain f 

Which made fome take him ftxr a tool 35 

That knaves do work with,, dalPd a Fool* 

For 't has been held by many, that 

As Montaigne, playing with his cat. 

Complains ihe thought him but an afs. 

Much more (he would Sir Hudibras 4^ 

(For that **$ the name otir valiant Knight 

To all his challenges did write) : 

But they 're miftaken very much 5 

*Tis plain enough he was no fuch. 

We grant, although he had much wit, 45 

H' was very fhy of ufing it, 

As being loth to wear it out, * 

And therefore bore it not about 5 

Unlefs on holy-days, or fo. 

As men their beft apparel do. 50 

IBefide 'tis known he could fpeak Greek 
As natui-ally as pigs fqueak 5 
That Latin was no moi-e difficile. 
Than to a blackbird 'tis to whiftle i 
Being rich in both, he never fcanted 55 

His bounty unto fuch as wanted } 

But 



Ver. 55, 56.] This is the property of a pedantic 
coxcomb, who prates moft learnedly amongft illiterate 
perfons, and makes a mighty pother about books and 
Jnnguages there, where he is Aire to be admired, 
thvugh not underftood. 



HUDIBRAS, Part I. Cahto I. 7 

. JBut much of either would afford 
To many that had not one word. 
For Hebrew roots, although ti^ey *re found 
To flouri{h moft in barren ground, 60 

He had fuch plenty, as fuffic'd 
To make fome thinjt hirti circumcis'd j . 
And truly fo he was, perhaps, 
Not as a profelyte, but for claps* 

He was in logic a great critic, 6$ 

Profoundly flu 11 'd in analytic 5 
He could diftinguiih, and divide 
A hair 'twixt fouth and fouth-weft fide |. 
On either which he would difpute, 
Confute, change hands, and ftill confutej. 70 

He'd undertake to prove, by force 
Of argument, a man 's no horfe ; 
He*d prove a buzzard is no fowl. 
And that suloixl may be ao owl j 

A calf. 

Ver. 61. j Here Is an alteration without any amend- 
ment; for the following lines, 

And truly fo he was, perhaps. 
Not as a profelyte, but for claps,. 

are thus changed in the editions of 1674, 1684, 1689,, 
1694, 1700, 

And truly fp perhaps he was, 

*Tis many a pious Chriftian's cafe. 

Reftored in. the edition of 1704. 



v8 BUTLER'S POEMS. 

A calf an alderman^ a goofe a juftice, 7^ 

And rooks Committee-men and Tntftees. 
HeM run in debt by difputation^ 
And pay with ratiocination : i 

All this by fyllogifm, true 

In mood and figure, he would do* '81 

For rhetoric, he could not ope 
His mouth, but out there flew a trope:} 
.And when he happen -d to break off 
I' th' middle of his fpeech, or cough, 
IV had hard words ready to ihew why, ^ 

And tell what rules he did it by $ 
Elfe when with greateft art he fpoke. 
You'd think he talked like other folk^ 

■ foi 



Ver, 75.] Such was Alderman Pennington, who 
fent a perfon to Newgate for finging (what he called) 
a malignant pfalm. 

Ibid. — ] Lord Clarendon obferves, ** That after the 
** declaration of No more Addrefles to the King, they 
•* who were not above the condition of ordinary con- 
<* ftables fix or feven years before, were now the jt^ 
^' tices of the peace/* Dr. Bruno Ryves informs us. 
That the ** town of Chelmsford in Effex was governed^ 
** at the beginning of the Rebellion, by a tinker, two 
** coblers, two tailors, and two pedlSrs." 

Ver. 76.] In the feveral counties, efpecially the Af- 
fociated ones (Middlefex, Kent, Surrey, Suflex, Nor- 
folk, Suffolk, and Cambridgefliire) which fided with 
the Parliament, Committees were «ie6ked of fuch men 
as were for the Good Caufe, as they called it, who 
had authority, from the members of the two Houfes act 
fVeAninHer^ to fine and imprilbn whom th^ pleafed* 



HtJ D IB* A 9, Paict t. Cai^to h ^ 

Tor all a rhetorician's rules' 

Teach nothing but to name his tools. 90 

But, when he pleas'd to (how 't, his fpeecK^ 
In loftinefs of found, was rich 5 
A Babyloniih diale£b, 
Which learned pedants much affedt { 
It was a party-colourM dreis f^ 

<Of patchM and py-4)air4 languages ; 
*Twas Englifh cut on Greek and Ladn^ 
Like fuftian heretofore on fattin ; ' 

It had an old promifcuous tone. 
As if h' had talkM three parts in one 5 iot» 

"Which made fome think, when he did gabble, 
Th' had heard three labourers of Babel, 
Or Cerberus himfelf pronounce 
A leafti of languages at once. 

This he as volubly woiJld vent, 105 

As if his ftock would Yie'er'be fperit : 
And truly, to fupport that charge. 
He had fupplies as vaft and large i 
For he could coin or 'counterfeit 
New words, with little or no wit ; , no 

Words Co debasM and hard, no ftone 
Was hard enough to touch them on 4 

And 

Ver. 109.] The Preibytenans coined a great nuin^ 
her, fuch as Out-goin&rs, Carryings-on, Nothingnefs. 
Workings-out, Gk)fpeT-wakihg~times, &c. which we 
ihall meet with hereafter, in the fpeeches of the iChight 
and Squire, and others, in this Poem ; for which thci{ 
lit bantsred by Sir John Birkenhead* 



.10 BUTLER'S POEMS. 

And when with hafty noife he fpoke 'iem. 
The ignorant for tuiTent took 'em j 
That had ^he orator, who once >^5 . 

Did fill his mouth with pebble^ftdnes 
When he harang^ued, but known his phcare> 
He would have us'4 no other ways* 
Jn mathematics he was greater t 

Than Tycho Brahe or Erra Pater ^ ' »»o 

For he, by geometric fcale. 
Could take the fize of pots of ale j 
Refolve by fines and tangents flraight 
If bread or butter wanted weight ; 
And wifely tell what hour o' th' day s«5 

The clock does ftrike, by Algebra. 
Befide, he was a ihrewd philofopher. 
And had read every text and glofs over j 
Whatever the crabbed'ft author hath, * 
He underftood b* implicit faith : ti^ 

Whatever 



Ver. 1x5.] This and the three following lines not 
in the two firft editions of 1664, but added in the edit. 
1674. Demofthenes is here meant, whohadadefeft 
in his fpeech. 

Ver. 120.] An eminent Dani/h mathematician 5 and 
William Lilly, the famous ailrologer ofthofe times. 

Ver. i»9.] This and the following line not in the 
two firft editions of 1664, and firft mferted in that of 
J674. 



HUPJiBf^AS, Part I; Canto I. «f 

Whatever fcepdc could enquire for, 

For every Why he. had a Wherefore ^ 

Knew more than forty of them do. 

As fir as words and terms could go j 

Ail which he tinderilood by rote, ' 135 

Andy as occafion fervM, would qvotei 

No matter whether right or wrong j 

They might be either faid or fung. 

His notions fitted things Co well^ 

That which was which ^^ <:ould not tell.} i4# 

But oftentimes miftook the one 

For th* other, as great clerks have done. 

He could reduce all things to zAt, 

And knew their natures by abftrafls ; 

Where Entity and Quiddity, 145 

The ghofts of defun^ bodies, fly j 

Where truth in perfon does appear. 

Like words congeal'd in northern "air. 

He knew what *s what, and that *s as high 

As metaphyfic wit can fly: 150 

In fchool-divinity as able 

As he that hight Irrefragable j 

A fecond 

Ver. 131. Enquire. "l Inqueriy in all editions to 1689, 
inclufive. 

Ver. 1 5*. Irrefragable, '\ Alexander Hales, fo called ; 
he was an Englifliman, born in Gloucefterfhire, and 
(kniriihed about the year 1236, at the time when what 
was called School-divinity was much in vogue; in 
which fcience he was fo deeply read, that he was 
called DoSor Irrrfragabilis \ that is, the Itmincible 
Dt^or, whofe arguments could not be r«&&ftd» 



n BUTLER'S POEMS. 

A fecond Thomas^ or, at once 
To name them aH, another Dunce : 

Profound 

: . Ver. 153, 154. Dunce.] Thus they ftood in the two 
lirft editions of 1664^ left out in thofe of 1674, tSZ^^ 
3689, i|^oo, and not reftored till 1704. Thomas 
Aquinas, a Dominican Friar, was bom in X2»4y j(hi- 
died at Cologne and at Paris. He new-modelled the 
fchool-divinity, and was therefore called the Angelic 
«Pf^or, and fiagh of divines. The moft illuftrious 
perfons of his time were ambitious of his friendAiip, 
and put a high value oh his merits, fo that they offered 
him, bifliopricks, which he refufed with as much ar- 
liour as others feek after them. He died in the fiftieth 
year of his age, and was canonized by Pope John 
XXII. We have his works in iS volumes, fevenU 
tiiiies printed. 

Johannes Dunfcbtus was a very learned man, who 
lived about the end of the thirteenth, and beginning 
of the fourteenth century. The Engliih and Scots 
(trive which of them (hall have the honour of his birth. 
The Englifh fay he was bom in Northumberland 5 the 
Scots allege he was bom at Dunfe in the Merfc, the 
neighbouring county to Northumberland, and hende 
was called Dunfcotus : Moreri, Buchanan, and othtf 
Scotch hiilorians, are of this opinion, and, for proo^ 
cite his epitaph j 

Scotia me genuit, Anglia fufcepit, 
Gallia edocuit, Germania tenet. 

He died at Cologne, Nov. 8, 1308. In the ^Ji///r- 
ffient to Dr. Cave's Hijieria Literariat he is faid to be 
extraordinary learned in phyiics, metaphyfics, mathffi- 
matics, and aftronomy; that his fame was fo giest 
Mrhen at Oxford, that 30,000 fcholars came thither to 

' hear 



HUDIBRAS, -PartL CAKto I. ), 

Profound in all the Nominal i^^ 

And Real ways beyond them all i 

For he a rope of fand could twift 

As tough as learned Sorbonift, 

And weave fine cobwebs, fit for fculi 

That *8 empty when the moon is full i jS^ 

Such as take lodgings in a head 

That *s to be let unfurnilhed. 

He could raife. fcniples dark and nice. 

And after folve them in a trice i 

As if Divinity had catchM i^r 

The itch, on purpofe to be fcratch'd j 

Or, like a mountebank, did wound 

And ftab herfelf with doubts profound,. 

Only 

hear his le£lures; that when at Paris, his arguments 
and authority carried it for the immaculate conception 
of the Bleffed Virgin, fo that they appointed a feftival 
on that account, and would admit no fcholars to de* 
grees but fuch as were of this mind. He was a great 
oppofer of Thomas Aquinas's do^brine: and, for 
bemsr a very acute logician, was called Do^or SubtiHr^ 
whicn was the reafdn alfo that an old punfter always 
called him the Latfy DoBor, 

Vcr. 155, 156.] Gulielmus Occham was father of 
the Nominals, and Johannes Dunfcotus of the Reals • 
Theft two lines not in the two firft editions of 1664., 
but added in 1674. 

Vcr. ij7» "S^O Altered thus in edit. 1674, and 
— ^niied till 1704, 

And wi(h as delicate a hand. 
Could twift u tough ft rope oC bxid* 



U BUTLER'S POEMS. 

Only to fliew with how fmall pain 

The fores of Faith arc cur'd again j i^ 

Although by woeful proof we find 

They always leave a fear behind. 

He knew the feat of Paradife, 

Could tell in what degree it lies. 

And, as he was difposM, could prove it 175 

Below the moon, or elfe above it 5 

What Adam dreamt of, when his bride 

Came from .her clofet in his fidej 

Whether the Devil tempted her 

By a High-Dutch interpreter; 180 

If either of them had a navel ; 

Who firft made mufic malleable; 

Whether the Serpent, at the Fall, 

Had cloven feet, or none at all : 

All this, without a glofs or comment, 185 

He could unriddle in a moment, 

In proper terms, fuch as men fmatter 

When they throw out and miis the matter. 

For his religion, it was fit 
To match his learning and his wit J 1^ 

^TwM 

Vcr. i8f.] Several of the Ancients have fuppoicd 
that Adam and Eve had no navels ; and, among the 
Moderns, the late learned Bifhop Cumberland was of 
this opinion. 

Ver. 189.] Mr. Butler is very exaft in delincittng 
his hero's religion j it was ncceflary that he (hould be 
fo, that the reader might judge whether he was a pro- 
per perfon to fct up for a Reformer, and whether the 

3 T^\V(J«» 



HUI^rBRAS, Part I. Cawto I. 15 

'Twas Prcfbytcrian true blue j ^ 

For he was of that ftubborn crew 

Of errant faints, whom all men grant 

To be the true Church Militant j 

Such as do build their faith upon 195 

The holy text of pike and gun j 

Decide all controverfies by 

Infallible artillery; 

And prove their do^^rine orthodox^ 

By apoftolic blows and knocks ; 2^0 

Call fire, and fword, and defolation, 

A godly, thorough Reformation, 

Which 

religion he profeiTed was more eligible than that he 
endeavoured to demolifh. Whether the Poet has been 
juft in the pourtrait m'uft be left to every reader^s cb- 
fervation. 

Ver. 193, 194.] Where Prelbytery has been cfta- 
bliihed, it has been ufually effed^ed by force of arms, 
like the religion of Mahomet : thus it was eftabliihed 
at Geneva in Switzerland, Holland, Scotland, &c. In 
France, for fome time, by that means, it obtained a 
toleration : much blood was ihed to get it eflrablifhed 
in England ; and once, during that Grand Rebellion, 
it feemed very near gaining an eftabltfhment here. 

Ver. 19 5, 196.] Upon thefe Comet Joyce built his 
faith, when he carried away the King, by force, from 
Holdenby : for when his Majefty aflced him for a fight 
of his inftru£kions, Joyce faid. He fhould fee them pre- 
ftntlyi and fo drawing up his troop in the inward 
court, ** Theft, Sir, (faid the Comet) are my in- 
" flxuaions." 

Ver, i99» 200.] Many inftanees of that kind ire 
jpven by I^» Walker, in his Sufferings of the E^tjco- 
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Which always muft be carry'd on, . 

And ftill be doing, never done j 

As if Religion were intended 105' 

For nothing elfe but to be mended : 

A rt£l whofe chief devotion lies 

In odd perverfe antipathies ;. 

In falling out with that or this. 

And finding fomewhat ftill amifs ; no 

More peevifh, crofs, and fplenetick. 

Than dog diftraf):, or monkey fick j 

That with more care keep holy-day \ 

The wrong, than others the right wayj 

Compound for (ins they are inclined to, 115 

By damning thofe they have no mind to t 

Still fo perveirfe and oppofite. 

As if they worfliipM God for f{)ite s 

The felf-fame thing they will abhor. 

Qne wayi and long another for t sso 

Free-will they one way difavow. 

Another^ nothing elfe allows. 

AU 

Ver. %off soS.] The reUgion of die Pre/byteriaiu 
of thofe times confifted principally in an opposition to 
the Church of. England, and in quarreling with the 
moft innocent, cuftoms then in ufe, as the eatinf Chrift* 
mas-pies and plum-rporridge at Chiiftmas, which they 
reputed finful. 

Ver. SIS, 214*] They were fo remarkably obftinatc 
in this refpe6l, that they kiept a faft upon ChriftmM 
day. 
. Ver* 1151 2x6.] Added in 1674* 



HUDIBKAS, PartI, Cakto I. r^ 

All piety confifts therein 

In theniy in other men all fin : 

Rather than fail, they will defy 225 

That which they love moft tenderly; 

Qiiarrel with minc'd pies, and difpaiagp 

Their bcft and deareft friend, plum-porridge 5 

Fat pig and goofe itfelf oppofe, 

And blafpbeme cuftard through the nofe. 2 3* 

Th' apofties of this fierce religion, 

Like Mahomet's, were afs and widgeon, 

To whom our Knight, by faft inftindk 

Of wit and tamper, was fo linkt, 

As if hypocrify and nonfenfc 235 

Had got th' advowfon of his confcience. 

Thus was he gifted and accouterM, 
We mean on th' in fide, not the outward : 
That next of all we (hall difcufs j 
Then liftcn, Sirs, it follows thus,^ ^ ^ ^4x> 

Hh 

Ver. 235, 236.] Dr. Bruno Rj'ves gives a rem.irkable 
inftsmce of a fanatical confcience in a captain who was 
inrited by a foldier to eat part of a goole with him ; 
but refufed, becaufe, he faid, it was ftolen : but being 
to march away, he who would eat no ftolen goofe, 
made no fcniple to ride away upon a ftolen mare j for, 
plundering Mrs. Bartlet of her mare, this hypocritical 
captain gave fufficient teftimony to the world that the 
old Phanfee and new Puritan have confciences of the 
lelf-fame temper, ** To ftrain at a gnat, and fwallo\» 
'< a camel. 

V0|.» I* C 
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His tawny beard was th' equal grace 

Both of his wifdom and his face; 

In cut and dye fo like a tile, 

A fudden view it would beguile 5 

The upper part whereof was whey, C4.J 

The nether orange, mixM with grey. 

The hairy meteor did denounce 

The fall of fccptres and of crowns j 

With grifly type did reprefent 

Declining age of government, %g% 

And tell, with hieroglyphic fpade. 

Its own grave and the State's were made« 

J^ikc Samfon\s heart-breakers, it grew 

In time to make a nation rue 5 

rhoiigh it contributed its own fall, 45 j 

To wait upon the public downfah 
It was monaltic, and did grow 

In hoJy orders by i\ri4k vowj 
Of rule as fuUen and fevere, 

Ai that of rigid Cordelicre: %6< 

•Twa 

Ver. 241.1 Mr. Butler, in his defcriptian of Httdi< 
T>ras^s bearcl, fccnis to have had an eye to Jaques* de 
r.ripiion of the Country Juftice, in Shakefpeare's flay 
//j jou like it. It may be alked, why the Poet i» i 
particular upon the Knight's beard, smd >give« it thi 
preference to all his other accoutrements? The afiAii^ 
lecms to be plain ; the Knight had nnade a vow nOt fi 
cut it till the Parliament had fubduedthe Kingi hMno 
it became ncccllary to have it fully defcribed. 

Vcr, 257. It was mofiajiic] Altered to canonic^ u6^ 
Rvdorcd, 1704. 
3 



Twas bound to fufFer perfecution. 

And martyrdom^ with refolution j 

T' oppofe itfelf againft the hate 

And vengeance of th' incenfed ftate. 

In whofe defiance it was worn, 1^5 

Still ready to be pull'd and torn, 

^ith i*ed-hot irons to be torturM, 

Kievirdy and fpit upon, and martyr'd j 

Maugre all which 'twas to (land fail 

As long as Monarchy fliould lailj 270 

But when the ilate (hould hap to reel, 

'Twas to fubmit to fatal fteel, 

And fall, as it was confecrate, 

A facrifice to fall of (late, 

Whofe thread of life the Fatal Sifters 275 

Did twift together with its whi(kers, 

And twine fo clofe, that 'fime (hould never. 

In life or death, their fortunes fever. 

But with his rudy fickle mow 

Both down together at a blow. 280 

So leai-ned Taliacotias, fronr 
The brawny part of porter's buro^ 

Cut 

V«r. »8i.] Gafper Tafiacotius was born at ^ononla, 
if. D, i553> and was Profeflbr of Phyfic and Surgery 
there. He difd 1599. His ftatue (lands in the Ana- 
tomy Theatre, holding a nofc in its hand. He wrote 
a treatife in Latin called Cbirurgia ^otd, in which he 
teaches the art of ingrafting nofes, ears, IFps, &c. with 
the proper indruments and bandages, TW \JOC^lL Vvj.'^ 
.ptfled ttu-ou^h two editions. 
C % 
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Cut Aipplemental nofes, which 
Would laft as long as parent breech. 
But when the date of Nock was out, SS5 

Off dropt the fympathetic fnout. 
His back, or rather burthen, (howM 
As if it ftoopM with its own load : 
For as -ffineas bore his fire 

Upon his fhoulders through the fire, ^^ 

Our Knight did bear no lefs a pack 
Of his own buttocks on his back ; 
Which now had almo(( got the upper- 
Hand of his head for want of crupper : 

To poife this equally, he bore 1^5 

A paunch of the fame bulk before. 

Which ftill he had a fpecial care 

To keep well cramm'd with thrifty fare j 

As whitt-pot, butter-milk, and curds. 

Such as a country houfe affords ; joo 

With other vi6lual, which anon 

We farther fhall dilate upon, 

When of his hofe we come to treat, 
.The cupboard wher^he kept his meat* 

His doublet was of fhirdy buff, 595 

And though not fword, yet cudgel-proof. 

Whereby 'twas fitter for his ufe. 

Who fearM no blows but fuch as bmlfe. 
His breeches were of rugged woollen. 

And had been at the fiege of Bullen $ t 

To old King Harry fo well known, 

£ome writers held they were ki$ own 2 

- Thi 
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Through thejr were lin'd' with many a piece 

Of ammunition bread and cheefe. 

And fat black-puddings, proper food yi^ 

For warriors that delight in blooda. 

For, as we faid, he always chofe 

To carry vittle in his hofe, 

That often tempted rats and mice 

The ammunition to furprife j ji# 

And when he put a hand but ia 

The one or t* other magazine. 

They ftoutly in defence on "t flood. 

And from the wounded foe drew blood. 

And till th' were ftorm^d and beaten out, 325 

Ne'er left the fortify'd redoubt : 

And though knights-errant, as fome thin^ 

Of old did neither eat nor drink, 

Becaufe when thorough deferts vaft. 

And regions defolate, they paft, jjo 

Whcrt belly-timber abpve ground. 

Or under, was not to be found, 

Unlefs they graa'd, there 's nqt one wor4 

Of their provifion on record : 

Which made fome confidently write, J35 

They had no ftomachs but to fight, 

•Tis 
I 
Vcr. 319.] This and the feven following lines art 
not in the two firft editions of 1663, and added in that 
of 1674. 
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^ r ^ • ' . r . . , . 

'Tis faire; for Arthur wore in hall 

Roimd table like a farthingal. 

On which, with fhirt puird put behind. 

And eke before. His good l^nights dih^d i 

Though 'twas no tabte (bme fuppofc. 

But a huge pair of rounc! trunk hole. 

In which he carry'd as much meat 

As he and all the knights coulci eat, 

When laying by their fwords and tnmchtons. 

They took their breakfaifts, or their nuncheons. 

But let that pafs at prefent, left 

We fliould forget where we digreft, 

As learned authors ufe, to whom 

We leave it, and to th* purpofc come. 

His puiftant fword unto' his fide. 
Near his undaunted hearti was ty'd. 
With balket-hilt that would hold broth. 
And ferve for fight and dinner both 5 
Ih it he melted lead for bullets 
To (hoot at foes, and fometiraes pullets. 
To whom he bore fo fell a grutch. 
He ne'er gave quarter to any fuch. 
The trenchant blade, Toledo trufty. 
For* want of fighting was grown rufty. 
And ate into itfelf, for lack 
of fomebody to hew and hack t 
The peaceful fcabbard, where it dwelt. 
The rancour of its edge had felt ; 
For of the lower end two handful 
It had devoured, Hwas fo manful. 



HUDIBRAS, Part r. Canto !• ^^ 

And fo much fcorn'd to hirk in cafe. 

As if it durft not (how its face. 

In many defperate attempts 

0£ yaiTants, exigents, contempts,^^ 37° 

It had IppearM with courage bolder 

Than Serjeant Bum invading (houlder : 

Oft had it ta'en pofleflion, 

And prifoners too, or made them run. 

This fword a dagger had, his page^ 375. 

That was but little for his age,. 
And therefore waited on him fo, 
As. dwarfs upon knights-errant do : 
It was a ferviceable dudgeon, 

£ither for fighting or for drudging : 580 

When it had ftahbM, or broke a head. 
It would fcrape trenchers, or chip bread 5 
Toaft checfe or bacon- j though it were 
To bait a moufe-trap, 'twould' not care : 
*Twould make clean (hoes, and in the. eaj:tlt 3.85 

Set leeks and onions, and fo. forth : 
It had been 'prentice to a brewer. 
Where this and more it did endure^ 
But left the trade> as many more 
Have lately done on the fame fcore«. 3^0 

In th' holders, at his faddle-bow^ 
Two aged piftoU he did ftow, 
Among the furplus o£ fuch meat 
As in his hofe he could not get : 
Tlufe would inveigle rats with th' fc6nt^ 395: 

To forage when thit cocks were bent>. 

C4v ^^^ 
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And fcmetimes catch them with a (bap, 

A- cleverly as th' ableft trap: 

They were upon hard doty ftiJi, 

And every night ftood centinel, 4jo* 

To guard the magazine i' th' hofe 

F 1 om two-legg'd and from four-lcgg*d foes. 

Thus clad and fortify'd. Sir Knight, 
Trom peaceful bome> fet forth to fight. 
But firft with nimble active force 405 

He got on th' outfide of his horfe: 
For having but one ftiirnp ty'd 
T' his faddle on the further fide. 
It was fo ihort, h' had much ado 
To reach it with his defperate toe ; 410 

But after many ilrains and heaves. 
He got up to the faddlc-eavcs. 
From whence he vaulted into th' feat 
V/ith fo much vigour, ftrcngth, and heat. 
That he had almoft tumbled over 415 

With his own weight, but did recover. 
By laying hold on tail and mane. 
Which oft he us'd inftcad of rein. 

But now we talk of mounting fteed. 
Before we further do proceed, 410 

It doth behove us to fay fomething 
Of that which bore our valiant bumkin. 
The beaft was fturdy, large, and tall. 
With mouth of meal, and eyes of wall ; 
1 would fay eye, for h' had but one, 4*5 

As moft agree, though fome fey none, 

0e 
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He vras well ftay'd, and in his gait 

Preferv'd a grave, majeftic ftate 5 

At fpur or fwitch no more he fkipt, 

OtTnended pace, than Spaniard whiptj 43* 

And yet Co fiery, he would bound 

As if he griev'd to touch the ground j 

That Caefar's horfe, who, as fame goesy 

Had corns upon his feet and toes. 

Was not by half fo terider-hooft, ^j* 

Nor trod upon the ground fo foft ; 

And as that beaft would kneel and (loop 

(Some write) to take his rider up 5 

So Hudibras^s ('tis well known) 

Would often do to fet him down. ^% 

We /hall not need to fay what lack 

Of leather was upon his back ; 

For that was hidden under^pad. 

And breech t)f Knight gall'd full as bad ; 

His ftrutting ribs on both fides ihow'd 445 

Like fun'ows he himfelf had plowed ; 

For underneath the ikirt of pannel, 

'Twixt every two there was a channel t 

His draggling tail hung in the dirt. 

Which on his rider he would flurt, 45^ 

"Still as his tender fide he prickt. 

With arm*d heel, or with unarm'd, kicktj 

For Hudibras wore but one fpur. 

As wifely knowing could he ftir 

To adkive trot one fide of 's horfe, ^^c 

The other wovld not hang an arfe» 
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A Squire ke had w,We name was Ralph, 
That in th* adventure vrtnt his half* 
Though writers, for more, ftately tone. 
Dp call him Ralpbo, "'tis ajl one; ^6&- 

And when wc can, with metre fa£b, 
We^ll call him Co ; if not, plain Raph $ 
(For rhyme the nifJdet is. q£ verfe&. 
With which, like fliips, they ileejr their couirf^.}; 
A,n equal dock of wit and valouj- 4^ 

He had laid in, by birth a tailor^ 
The mighty Tynan queen, that gain'd 
With fubtle Aired s a tsa^ of land« 
Did leave it with a caftle fair 

To his great anceftor, hex; heii' ;., 4,^^ 

From him defcended crofs-legg'd knights, 
FamM for their faith and warlike fights 
Againft the bloody Cannibal, 
Whom they deftroy,M both gpea.t and fmalV 
This ftardy Squire he- had, as. well 475 

As the bold Trojafi kAJght, feeq hell,, 
Not with a counterfeited pafs. 
Of golden bought but true goW-lacc : 

Hit. 



Ver. 457.] Sir Roger L'Eftrange (Key to Hiidrbrasy 
fays. This famous Squire was one Ifaac-Robinfon, a- 
zealous butcher in Moor-fields, who was always- con« 
trivinff fome new querpo cut In chmch government t. 
but, ma Key at the encl of a burlefque poem/ of Mr,, 
Butler's, 1706, in folio, p. 12. it is obferved, " That 
'< Hudibras's Sauire was one Pemble a tailor, and 00Q» 
« ©f the.Comnuttee of Sequeftrators.'' 
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!£$ knowledge was not €ar behind ' 

IJie. Knight's, but of another lj;ii^^ ^^J> 

And he another way came by't ; 

Some call it Gifts, and fome New.-light | 

A liberal art, t^at cofts no pains 

Of ftudy, induftry, or brains. 

Hjis wit was fent him for a token, 485 

But in the carriagjs cracl^'d andhrpjcen; 

Like commendation nine-pence crook^t 

With—" To and from my love''— it; lookt. 

He ne'er confider'd it, as loth 

T^ look a gift-horfe in the mouth, 49^ 

And very wifely would lay forth 

No more upon it than 'twas worth j 

But, as he got it freely, fo 

He fpeht it frank and freely too : 

Fpr faints themfelves .will fometimes be» 49.5 

Of gifts that coft them notliing, fre^. 

By means of this, with hem and coughj^ 

Prolongers to enlighten'd ftuffa 

He 



Ver. 4S5.3 His wits were Jhtt bim, in all editions 
to 1704. inclufive, 

Vcr. 487. 488.] Until the jrear 1696, wh?n all mo- 
ney, not milled, was called in, a ninepenny piece.of 
iUv^ was as common as iixpences or (hillings, and 
diefc ninepences were ufually lient as fixpences com- 
monly are now, wliich bending was called, ** To my 
love, and From my love }" and fuch ninepences the 
ordinary fellows* gayp or fent to their f>Yeeth(^ans as 
tokens of love* 



*S BUTLER'S POEMS. 

He could deep myfteries unriddle, 
. As eafily as thread a needle : ^o« 

For as of vagabonds we fay, 
That they are ne'er befide their way, 
Whatever men fpeak by this New-light, 
Still they are fure to be i' th" right. 
*T4S a dark-lantern of the Spirit, 505 

Which none fee by but thofe that bear it j 
A light that falls down from on high. 
For fpiritual trades to cozen by j 
An ignis fatuus, that bewitches. 
And leads men into pools and ditches, 510 

To make them dip themfelves, and found 
For Chriftendom in dirty pond ; 
To dive, like wild-fowl, for falvation. 
And fifli to catch regeneration. 

This light infpires and plays upon 51^ 

The nofe of faint, like bag-pipe drone. 
And fpeaks, through hollow empty foul, 
As through a trunk, or whifpering-hole. 
Such language as no mortal ear 

But fpirifal eaves- droppers can hear : 520 

So Phoebus, or fdme friendly Mufe, 
Into fmall poets fong infufe. 
Which they at fecond-hand rehearfe. 
Through reed or bagpipe, verfe for verfc# 

Thus Raljph became infallible 525 

As three or four-leggM oracle, x 

The 

Ver. 511.] Alluding to Kalpho> religion^ who yn$j 
probably, an A^abaptift or Dipper, 
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The ancient cup, or modern chair j 
Spoke truth point blank, though unaware* 

For myftic learning, wondrous able 
In magic, talifman, and cabal, 53a 

Whofe primitive tradition reaches 
As far as Adam's firft green breeches j 
Debp'fighted in intelligences. 
Ideas, atoms, influences; 

And much of Terra Incognitaf ijjjj 

Th' intelligible world, could fay \ 
A deep occult philofopher. 
As IcarnM as the Wild Iri/h are. 
Or Sir Agrippa, for profound 

And folid lying much renownM s ^^ 

He Anthi'opofophus, and Floud, 
And Jacob Behmen, underftood \ 
Knew many an amulet and charm. 
That would do neither good nor harm | 
In Roiicrucian lore as learned, |4.i 

As he that Vere adeptus earned i 
He underftood the fpeech of birds 
As well as they themfelves do words} 
Could tell what fubtleft parrots mean> 
That fpeak and think contrary cleanj 1^^%, 

Wlrat member ^tts of whom they talk 
When they cry Rope, and Walk, knave, walk. 
HeM extrafl numbers out of matter. 
And keep them in a glafs, like watexj. 

Of 

Ver. 546.] Alluding to the Philofophtv'% ^\axw^« 
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Of fovereign power to make men wife ; 55 jt 

For, droj^t In Wear teick-fighted eyeS, 
They 'd make tiim fefe in darkeft night, 
Xiice owl9, though purblind in the light* 
By help of thefe (as He profeft) 

He had Firft Mitter ie'eii undreft: 56^ 

He took her naked, all alone, 
Before one rag of form was on. 
*rRe Chaos, too, he had dcfcry'd. 
And feen quite through, or elfe he ly'd j 
Not that of Pafteboard, which men iHew 5^5 

For groats, at fair of Barthormew| 
But its great grandfire, firft o' th' name, 
\\*hence that and Reformation came. 
Both coulin-germans, and vight able 
T' inveigle and draw in the rabble : 576 

^ut Reformation was, Jome iay, 
JP' th" youngerlioufe to f*uppet-play. 
jrf?^ could foretel whatsoever was 
By confequence to come to pais : 

A» 

Ver. 573.1 Th6 rebellious clergy would in their 
■prayers pretend to foretel .things, to encourage pecfpU 
in their rebellion. I mtet with the following inftance 
in the prayer^ of Mr. George ^watlve, minifter of Oen- 
ham in Suffolk : " O my $ood Lord God, I praife thee 
*' for difcovering the laft week, in th'e day-time, a vi- 
*' fion, that thei^ were two gi^eat armies' about York, 
• *' one of the malignant party about the King, the 
** othef party Parliament and profeflbrs 5 and the bct- 
" ter fide ihould have help from Heaven againft the 

•*wdrft> 
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As ^eath of great men, alteratidn^, 57 J 

Difeafes, battles, inundations : 
All this without th^ feclipfe of th' fun. 
Or dreadful comet, he hath done 
By inward light, a way as good* 
And eafy to bfe uhderltood : 5 So 

But with more lucky hit than thofc 
That ufe to make the ftars depofe. 
Like Knights o' th' Pbft» and falfely chai^ 
tJpon themfelvcs ^hit others forge j 
As if they were confenting to 585 

All mifchiefs in the Wdrld men do ; 
Or, like the devil, did tenipt and fway 'em 
To rogueries, and then betray 'cm. 
They '11 fearch a planet's houfe, to know 
Who broke and robb'd a houfe beloW j 590 

Examine 

*< word 5 about, or at which inftant of time, we heard 
,5* the foldiers at York had raifed up a fconce againit 
*< Hull, intending to plant fifteen pieces againft Hull ; 
** againft which fort Sir John Hotham, Keeper of 
•• Hull, by a earrifon, difcharged four great ordnance, 
** and broke down their fconce, and killed divers Ca- 
** Taliers in it. — Lord, I praife thee for difcovering this 
.«< vi6tory9 at the inltant of time that it was done, to 
** my wife, which did then prefently confirm her droop- 
•* ing heart, which the lalt week had been dejefted 
** three or four days, and no arguments could domfort 
** her againil the dangerous times approaching j but 
«* when flie had prayed to be eftabliflied in faith m thee, 
** then prefently thou didft, by this vifion, ftrongly 
** poffefs her foul that thine and our enemies (hould M 
•• overcome*'* 
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Examine Venus, and the Moon, 

Who ftole a thimble or a fpoon ; 

And though they nothing will confefs» 

Yet by their very looks can guefs. 

And tell what guilty afpeft bodes, 5^5 

Who ftole, and who receiv'd the goods s 

They '11 queftion Mars, and, by his look, 

JDete£l who *twas that nimmM a cloke $ 

Make Mercury confcfs, and 'peach 

Thofe thieves which he himfelf did teach. 6o» 

They '11 find, V th' phyfiognomies 

O' th' planets, all men's deftinies ; 

SLike him that took the doctor's bill» 
And fwallow'd it inftead o' th' pill, 
Caft the nativity o' th' queftion, ^05 

And from pofitions to be gueft on^ 
As Aire as if they knew the moment 
Of Native's birth, tell what will come on't* 
They '11 feel the pulf es of the ftars. 
To find out agues, coughs, catarrhs, €s4 

And tell what crifis does divine 
The rot in iheep, or mange in fwine^ 
In men, what gives or cures the itch. 
What makes them cuckolds, poor or rich j 
What gains or lofes, hangs or faves 5 615 

What makes men great, what fools or knaves t 
But not what wife, for only' of thofe 
The ftars (they fay) cannot difpofe. 
No more than can the aftrologians : 
There they fay right^ and like true Trojant* 6i» 

Thit, 
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This Ralpho knew, and therefore took 
The other courfe, of which we fpoke. 

Thus was th* accompliih'd Squire endued 
With gifts and knowledge perilous fhrewd : 
Never did trufty fquire with knight, 625 

Or knight with fquire, e'er jump more right. 
Their arms and equipage did fit. 
As well as virtues, parts, and wit : 
Their valours, too, were of a rate. 
And out they fally'd at the gate. (30 

Few miles on horfeback had they ]oggtd. 
But fortune unto them turn'd dogged j. 
For they a fad adventure met. 
Of which anon we mean to treat : 
But ere we venture to unfold 4%,^ 

Atchievements fo refolv'd and bold,. 
We fhould,' as learned poets ufe, 
Invoke th' afliftance of fome Mufe j 
However critics count it Cllier 

Than jugglers talking to familiar f 6^ 

We think 'tis no great matter which. 
They 're all alike, yet we (hall pitch. 
On one that fits our purpofe moil. 
Whom therefore thus do we accoft^ 

Thou that with ale, or viler liquors, ^45 

Didft infpire Withers, Pryn, and Vickars^ 
And force them, though it was in fpite. 
Of Nature, and their ftars, to write j 
Who (as we find in i'ullen writs. 
And crofs-grain'd works of modern wits);* 650 

Votv I. D Wv*L. 
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With vanity, opinion, want. 
The wonder of the ignorant. 
The praifeS of the author, pend*^(l 
B' himfelf,.or wit-infuring friend; 
The itch of pi6lure in the front, 4^ 

With bays and wicked rhyme upon^tf 
All that is left o' th' Forked hill 
To make men fcribble without (kill j 
Can ft make a poet, fpite of Fate, 
Attd teach all people to tranflate, <^^ 

Though out of languages in which 
They underftand no part of fpeech ^ 
Aflift me but this once,. I* mplore. 
And I fliall trouble thee no more. 
. In weftern clime there is a town, ig^j 

To thofe that dwell therein well known. 
Therefore there needs no more be faid here^ 
We unto them refer our reader | 
For brevity is very good. 

When w* are, or are not underftood* 670 

To this town people did repair 
On days of market or of fair, ^ 

AaA 

Ver. 665.] Brentford, which is eight miles weft 
from London* is here probably meant, as may 1)e ga^ 
thered from Part II. Cant. iii. Ver. 995, &c vfham 
ht tells the Knight what befel him there s 

And though you overcame the Bear, 
The dogs beat you at Brentford fair,. 
WJiere ihirdy butchers broke your noddIc» 
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And to crack'd fiddle and hoorie tabor» 
In merriment did drudge and labour i 
But now a fport more formidable ' ^75 

Had rakM together village rabble $ 
^Twas an old way of recreating^. 
Which learned butchers call Bear-baiting | 
A bold adventurous exerciie. 

With ancient heroes m high prizes ^'* 

For authors do aflirm it came 
From Ifthmian or Nemaean game s 
Others derive it from the Bear 
That *8 fix^d in northern hemifphere. 
And round about the pole does makt #15 

A circle, like a bear at ftake, 
That at the chain*s end wheels about^ 
And overturns the rabble-rout : 
For after folemn proclamation 
In the beards name (as is the h&don ' 690 

According 

Ver. 678.] This game is uihered into the Poem with 
more folemnitv than thofe celebrated ones in Homer 
and Virgil. As the Poem is only adorned with this 
came, and the Riding Skimmington, fo it was incum- 
Dent OB the Poet to be very particular and full in the 
description : and may we not venture to affirm, they 
an exa^lv fuitable to the nature of thefe adventures }. 
and, coniequently» to a Briton, preferable to thofe ia 
Homer or Virgil ? 

Ver. 689> 4^o.]. Alluding to the bull-running at 

Tntbury in^SmTordfhire \ where folemn proclamation 

WIS made by-the Steward^ before the bull was turned 

D % \^^^\ 
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According to the law of anns. 
To keep men from inglorious harms) 
That none prefume to come fo near 
As forty foot of ilake of bear. 

If any yet be fo fool-hardy, 655 

T' expofe themfelves to vain jeopardy. 
If they come wounded off, and lame. 
No honour *s got by fuch a maim. 
Although the bear gain much, being bound 
In honour to make good his ground 700 

When he's engag'd, and takes no notice. 
If any prefs upon him, who 'tis, 
Butjlets them know, at their own coil. 
That he intends to keep his poft. 
This to prevent, and other harms, 7*5 

Which always wait on feats of arms 
(For in the hurry of a fray 
'Tis,hard to keep out of harm's way) 5 
Thither the Knight his .courff did fteer. 
To keep the peace 'twixt Dog and Bear, 7X» 

As he bejicv'd h' was bound to do 
In confcience and commiilion too; 
And therefore thus befpoke the Squire : 
We that arc wifely mounted higher 

Thaa 

loofe 5 " That all manner of peribns gfive way to the 
" bull, none- being to come near him by forty foot, 
" any way to hinder the minftrels, but to attend his or 
** their own fafety, every one at his peril,'' See Dr* 
Plot's Stafford/bire. 
Ver. 714.] Thif fpeech is fct down, at it w«t deH- 

, ?arcfl 
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Than conftables in cunile wit, 715 

VXfitn on tribunal bench we fit. 

Like fpeculators fhould forefeet 

From Pharos of authority. 

Portended mifchiefs farther than 

Low Proletarian tything-men 5 72 • 

And therefore being informM by bruit 

That Dog and Bear are to difpute. 

For fo of late men fighting name, 

Becaufe they often prove the fame ; 

(For where the firft does hap to be, y%^ 

The laft does coincidere) 

^antum in nobis, have thought good 

To fave th' expence of Chriilian blood, 

And 

vercd by the Knight, in his own words : but fince it 
is below the gravity of Heroical poetry to admit of hu- 
mour, but ail men are obliged to fpeak wifely alike^ 
and too much of fo extravagant a folly would become 
tedious and impertinent, the reft of his harangues have 
only his fenfe expreffed in other words, unlels in fome 
few places, where his own words could not be fo well 
avoided. 

Ver. 7*50 Had that remarkable motion in the 
Houfe of Commons taken place, the Conftablcs might 
have vied with Sir Hudibras for an equality at leaft ^ 
«* That it was neceflary for the Houfe of Commons to 
•* have a High Conftable of their own, that will make 
« no fcruple of laying his Majcfty by the heels ;"' but 
they proceeded not fo far as to name any body ; be- 
caufe Harry Martyn (out of tendcmefs of coi)fcicnce 
in this particular) immediately quaflied the motion, by 
faying} the power was too great for any man, 
I^ 3 
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And try if we by mediation 

Of treaty and accommodation, #j« 

Can end the quarrel, and compofe 

The bloody duel without blows* 

Are not our liberties, our lives. 

The laws, religion, and our wives, 

Enough at once to lie at ftake 735 

For Covenant and the Caufe's fake ? 

Bu< 

Ver. 736.] This was the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant, which was firfl: framed and taken by the Scottifli 
Parliament, and by them fcnt to the Parliament oi 
England, in order to unite the two nations more clofely 
in religion. It was received and taken by both HoufeSj 
T.vd by the City of London ; and ordered to be read in 
ail the churches throughout the kingdom j and ever) 
perfon was bound to give his confent, by holding u{ 
his hand, at the reading of it. 

Ibid. — and Caufe^sfake,] Sir William Dugdale in- 
firms us that Mr. Bond, [)reaching at the Savoy, tolc 
his auditors from the pulpit, " That they ought t< 
'« contribute and pray, and do all they were able, t< 
«* bring in their brethren of Scotland for fettling oi 
" God*s caufe : I fay (quoth he) this is God's caufe : 
** and if our God hath any caufe, this is it; and ii 
•* this be not God's caufe, then" God is no god for mej 
«* but the Devil is got up into heaven." Mr. Calamvj 
in his fpeech at Guildhall, 1643, fays, ** I may trul) 
♦* fay, as the Martyr did, that if I had as many livci 
<* as hairs on my head, I would be willing to facrific< 
** til thefe lives in this caufe;" 

Which pluck'd down the King, the Church, an< 

' % the Laws, 

To fet up an idol, then nick-nam'd The Caufe, 

Like Bell and Dragon to gorge their own maws| 
jis it js expnfkd in " The Rump Carbonaded.** 
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But in that quarrel Dogs and Bears, 

As well as we, muft venture their* ? 

This feud, by Jefuits invented. 

By evil counfel is fomented $ 749^ 

There is a Machiavilian plot, 

(Though every nare olfa£l it not) 

And deep defign in 't to divide 

The well-afFefted that confide, 

By fetting brother againft brother, 745, 

To claw and curry one another. 

Have we not enemies plusfatis^ 

That cane & angue pejus hate us ? 

And ihall we turn our fangs and clawg* 

Upon our own felves, without caufe ? 75*:; 

That fome occult defign doth lie 

la bloody cynar6lomachy. 

Is plain enough to him that knows 

How Saints lead Brothers by the nofe*. 

I wi<h myfelf a pfeudo-prophet, 755. 

But fure fome mifchief will come of it,. 

Unlefs by providential wit. 

Or force, we averruncate it, 

For what defign, what intereft. 

Can beaft have to encounter bead ? - 76a: 

They fight for no efpoufed Caufe, 

Frail Privilege, fundamental Laws,, 

Nor for a thorough Reformation, 

Nor Ccrenantjior Proteftation, 

D 4. Nor 
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Nor liberty of Confciences, 765 

Nor Lords and Commons' Ordinances ; 

Nor for the Church, nor for Charch-lands, 

To get them in their own no hands j 

Nor evil Counfellors to bring 

To juftice, that feduce the King } jym 

Nor for the worihip of us men. 

Though we have done as much for them. 

Th' Egyptians worihip'd dogs, and for 

Their faith made internecine war. 

Others ador'd a rat, and fome 775 

For that church fuflfer'd martyrdom. 

The Indians fought for the truth 

Of th' elephant aind monkey's tooth j 

And many, to defend that faith. 

Fought it out mordicus to death j 7S0 

But no beaft ever was fo flight. 

Per man, as for his God, to fight. 

They 

Ver. 765.] ^(?r for free Z.i^^r(j?^ Confciencc. Thus 
file two firft editions read : the word free was left out 
in 1674., and all the fubfequent editions ; and Mr. 
Warburton thinks for the worfe 5 free liberty being a 
moft beautiful and fatiHcal periphrafis for acentiouf- 
nefs, which is the idea the Author here intended to 
give us. 

Ver. 766.] The King being driven from the Parlia- 
ment, no legal a£ts of Parliament could be made; 
tiierefore when the Lords and Commons had agreed 
lipon any bill, they publifhed it, and required obe- 
dience to it, under the title of An Ordinance of Lords 
;ind Commons, and Ibmetimes, An Ordinance of Par- 
7 in meat. 
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They have more wit, alas ! and know 

Themfelvcs and us better than fo : 

]But we, who only do infufe 785 

The rage in them like boute-feus^ 

•Tis our example that inftils 

In them th' infe6Uon of our ills. 

For, as fome late philofophers 

Have well obfervM, beafts that converfe 790 

With man take after him, as hogs 

Get pigs all th^ year, and bitches dogs. 

Juft fo, by our example, cattle 

Learn to give one another battle, 

Wfi read in Nero's time, the Heathen, 795 

When they deftroy'd the Chriftian brethren. 

They few'd them in the ikins of bears. 

And then fet dogs about their ears ; 

From whence, no doubt, th" invention came 

Of this lewd antichriftian game. "* Soo 

To this, quoth Ralpho, Verily "' 
The point feems very plain to me $ 
It is an antichriftian game. 
Unlawful both in thing and name. 
Firft, for the name; the word Bear-baiting S05 

Is carnal, and of man^s creating ; 
For certainly there 's no fuch word 
In all the Scripture on record \ 
Therefore unlawful, and a fin j 

And fo is (fecondly) The thing: 810 

A vile aflembly 'tis, that can 
No more be prov'd by Scripture, than 

Provincial, 
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Provincial^ Clailic, National, 

Merc human creature-cobwebs all. 

Thirdly, It is idolatrous ; f iy 

For when men run a-whoring thu« . 

With their inventions, whatfoc'er 

The thing be, whether Dog or Bear, 

It is idolatrous and Pagan, 

No lefs than wcrftiij ing of Dagon. tt» 

Quoth Hudibras, I fmell a rat 5 
Kalpho, thou doft prevaricate : 
For though the thefis which thou \xftk 
Be true ad amujim, aft thou fay'ftj 
(For that Bear-baiting (hould appeac f c^ 

Jure di<vino lawfuller 
Than Synods are, thou doft deny 
Totidem 'Verbis, fo do I) 
Yet there 's a fdlacy in this 5 

For if by fly hdiceofiSf %%% 

^uj/is pro crepitUy an art 
Under a cough to flur a f— t, 
Thou wouldft fophiftically imply 
Both are unlawful, I deny. 

And t, quoth lialpho, do not doubt 135 

But Bear-baiting may be made out, 
In gofpel-times, as lawful as is 
Provincial or Parochial Claflis j 

An^ 



Ver. 831, 832.3 Thcfc two lines kfto'ut in the tdu 
tioas X6741J 1684, 16891 1700, and reftored 2704.. 
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And that both are fo near of km» 

And like in all^ ae well f s fin, l^» 

That, put them in a bag, and fhake them, 

Yourfelf o* th^ fudden would miftake them. 

And not know which is which, vinleft 

You meafure by their wickedncfs ; 

For *tis not hard V imagine whether J^^ 

O' th' two is worft, tliough I name neither* 

Quoth Hudibras, Thou ofier^ft much^ 
But art not able to keep touch. 
Mira de lente^ a« 'tis i' th' adage. 
Id efty to make a leek a cabbage ; Sjt 

Thou wilt at beft but fuck a bull. 
Or /hear fwlne, all cry, and no wool % 
For what can Synods have at all, 
With Bear that 's analogical ? 

Or what relation has debating f « j 

Of Church affairs with Bear-bait ng ? 
A juft comparifon (till is 
Of things ejufdem generis t 

And 

Ver. S51.] This and the following line thut alteitd 
X674, 

Thou canft at beft but overftrain 

A paradox, and thy own brain. 

Thus they continued in the editions 1684., 16S9, 1700* 
Reftored m 1704, in the following blundering manner. 

Thou 'It be at beft but fuch a bull, &c. 
and the blunder contiaucd in all the editions till Dr* 
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And then wbat^AVK/- rightly doth 

Include and comprehend them both ? S6o 

If animal, bodi of ut may 

As juftly pafs for bears as they | 

For we are animals no lefs. 

Although bf different fpeciefes. 

But, Ralpho, this is no fit place, %$$ 

Nor time, to ar^e out the cafe : 

For now the field is not far off. 

Where we muft give the world a proof 

Of deeds, not words, and fuch as fuit 

Another manner of difpute : $j%' 

A controvcrfy that affords 

Actions for arguments, not words } 

Which we muft manage at a rate 

Of prowefs aind condu^l adequate 

To what our place and fame doth promife^ S75 

And all the Godly expe6l from us. 

Nor fhall they be deceived, unlefs 

We 're flurr'd and outed by fuccefs } 

Succefs, the mark no mortal wit. 

Or fureft hand, can always hit t tg« 

For whatfoc'er we perpetrate. 

We do but row, w' are fteer'd by Fate, 

Which in fuccefs oft difinherits. 

For fpurious caufes, nobleft merits. 

Great 

Ver.86o./«riWr, &c.] in the two firft editions of 1663, 

Comprehend them inclufive both. 
Ver. 862.] At iikelyi in the two firft editidns. 
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' Great a£Uons are not always true ions ' S85 

Qf great and miglity refolutlohsf ^^^^ 

Nor do the^Boid'ft attempts bring.fiirth"^,^' 
Events ftill equal to their worth; j*i 
3ut fometimes fail, and in tl\eir ftea4^ 
Fortune and cowardice fucceed* jj' t$m 

Yet we have no great canfe to dOubt^. 
Our a6tions ftiU have borne iMfitrt; 
Which thoug]^ they *re knOwB to be fo ample^ 
VTe need not copy from ^^P^e | 
"We 're not the only pcrtoiaurft 895. 

Attempt this province>62Sr the firfl« 
In northern clime a vaifourous knight 
Did whilom, kill hL|vBear in fight^ 
And wound a Filler : we have both 
Of thele the^liiefts of our vsnoth^ 50ft 

i and glory from 
^or vi6lory to come, 
bere is a valiant Mamaluke, ' 
H'land yclep'd — 5 
we h^ve been oft compar'd 905 

For j>^on, paits, addrefs, and beard ; 
BOu equally reputed ftout, 
And in the fame caufe both have fought 3 

He 

Ver. 904.] The writers of the General Hiftoricat 
Di^ionaryy vol. vi. p. 291, imagine, *' That the chafm 
** here is to be filled with the words Sir Samuel Luke, 
'* becaufe the line before it is of ten fyllables, and the 
'* meafure of the vcrfe generally ufed in this Poem it 
« ofcight/'^ 
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B* eft m/och attqaptsaft tkeic 
Came offi[ij|0i |^ory aad fuccefs : 
Nor will ^A^Jaiik' cacccutioii^ 
For ¥raiit of ctjpdl reiblutioii. 
Honour is like st^vidow, woa 
With briik attem^and patting o»|. 
With entering manfjpU]^^ and urghigi 
Not flow approaches, lakj^ a viigin. 

This faid» as erft theTH» /g" * ^^sHi 
So our'Sy with nifty fteel A^jjbailt ' 
His Trojan horfe, and juft a|yiiicll 
He mended pace upon the toi^|h 
But from his empty ftoraach gr«*4 
Juft as that hollow beaft did found^v, 
And angry anfwerM firom behind, !^ 
With brandifhM tail and blaft of wiidk,. 
So have I feen, with armed heel, '^^ .". 

A wight beftride a Common-weal, ';'' 

While ftill, th^ more he kicked and fpurr^d 
The left the fullen jade has ftirr^ "^^ 
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THE AH^VMENTv. 

^Thc catalogue and chara£ber 
"Of th' enemies beft men of war. 
Whom, in a bold harangue, the Knight 
Defies, and challenges to £ghti 
iV encounters Talgol, routs the Bear» 
And takes the Fiddler prifoner^ • 
■Conveys him to inchanted caftle. 
There ihuts him faft in wooden Baftile^ 

THERE was an ancient Tage philofophtf 
That had rea^ Alexander RoTs over> 
And fwore the world, as he could provc^ 
Was made of fighting and of love. 
Jaft fo Romances are, for what elfo 5 

Is in them all but love and battles f 
D* th* BtA of thefe w^ have no great matter 
To treat of, but a world o' th' latter. 
In which to do the injured right. 
We mean in what ^oacemi juA Aght^ i» 

C<Til% 
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Certes our authon are to blame. 
For to make fome well-founding name 
A pattern fit formodem knights - 

To copy out in frays and fights 
(Like thofe that a whole ftreet do raze 15 

To build a palace in the place) 
They never care how many others 
They kill, without r^;ard of mothers. 
Or wives, or children, fo they can 
Make up fome fierce, dead-doing man, 2» 

Composed of many ingredient valours, 
Juft like the manhood of nine tailors s 
So a wild Tartar, when he fpies 
A man that *s handfome, valiant, vnC^ 
If he can kill him, thinks t^ inherit 95 

His wit, his beauty, and his fpirit j 
As if juft fo much he enjoy'd. 
As in another is deftroy'd : 
For when a giant *s fiain in fight. 
And mow'd o'erthwart, or cleft downright,^ 3* 

It is a heavy cafe, no doubt, 
A man (hould have his brains beat out, 
Becaufe he ^s tall, and has large bones. 
As men kill beavers for their ftones. 
But as for our part, we (hall tell 35 

The naked truth of what befel. 
And as an equal friend to both 
The Knight and Bear, but more to Troth, 
With neither faction (hall take part, 
But j;ive to each his due defert, 4Ji 

And 
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And never coin a formal lie on 't. 
To make the knight overcome the giant. 
This b'ing profeft, we've hopes enough, 
And now go on whei-e we left off, 

They rode, but authors having not 45 

Determined whether pace or trot, 
(That is to fay, whether tollutation^ 
As they do term 't, or fuccuflation) 
We leave it, and go on, as now 
^uppofe they did, no matter how j 50 

Yet fome, from fubtle hints, have got 
Myfterious light it was a trot : 
But let that pafs j they now begun 
To fpur their living engines on : 

For as whippM tops and bandyM balls^ 55 

The learned hold, are animalsj 
So horfes they aifiim to be 
Mere engines made by Geometry, 
And were invented firft from engines^ 
A^ Indian Brkains wei*c from Penguins. 6o> 

So let them be, and, as I was faying^ 
They their live engines ply'd, not flaying 
Until* they reach'd the fatal champain 
Which th' enemy did then encamp on ; 
The dire Pharfaltan plain, where battle ^^ 

Was to be wag'd 'twixt puiflant cattle 
And fierce auxiliary men. 
That came to aid their brethren | 
Who now began to take the field. 
As Knight from ridge of fleed beheltlL <)o> 

VpL. J; ' E 1^<i^ 
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For as our modem wits beholdy 
Mounted a pick -back on the old. 
Much further off, much further he, 
Rais'd on his aged bcaft, could fee ; 
Yet not fufHcient to defcrjr 
All poftures of the enemy : 
Wherefore he bids the Squii-e ride further, 
T' obferve their numbers and their order. 
That when their motions he had known. 
He might know how to fit his own. 
Meanwhile he ftopp'd his willing fteed. 
To fit himfclf for martial deed : 
Both kinds of metal he prepared. 
Either to give blows or to ward ; 
(Courage and fteel, both of great force. 
Prepared for better or for worfe. 
His death-chargM piftols he did fit well, 
Drawn out from life-preferving vittle. 
Thefe being prim'd, with force he laboured 
To free 's fword from retentive fcabbard 5 
And after many a painful pluck, 
From rufty durance he bail'd tuck : 



iVcr, 74. Rah'' J on, &c.] From off, in the tw 
editions of 1663. 

Ver. 85, 86.] Thus altered, 1674., 

Courage within, and (leel without. 
To give and to receive a rout. 
Ver. 92.] Thus altered, 1674, 

He cleared at length the rugged tuck. 
3 
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Then fliook himfelf, to fee that prowefs 

In fcabbard of his arms fat loofe ; 

And, rais'd upon his defperate foot,- 95 

On ftirrup-fide he gaz'd about, 

Portending blood, like blazing ftar. 

The beacon of approaching war. 

Ralph© rode on with no lefs fpeed 

Than Hugo in the foreft did ; loo 

Btit far more in returning made j 

For now the foe he had furvey'd, 

Rang'd, as to him they did appear. 

With van, main-battle, wings, and rear". 

1' th' head of all this warlike rabble, 105 

Growdero march'd, expert and able. 

Inft<?pd 

Ver. 99, 100.] Thus altered in the edition of 1674, 
The Squire advancM with greater fpeed 
Than could b' expefted from his fteed. 

Reftored in 1704. 

Ver. 101, .102.] Bvt with a great deal fHore returned 
--^For nO'Tv the foe be bad difcern'd — In the two fir It 
editions of 1663. 

Ver. 106.] So called, from croud, a ^M\c. Thi$ 
was one Jackfon, a milliner, who lived in the New 
Exchange in the Strand, He had formerly been in the 
fervice of the Roundheads, and had loft a leg in it ; 
this brought him to decay, fo that he was obligsil to 
fcrape upon a fiddle, from one alehoufe to anoth: r, for 
his bread. Mr. Butler very judicioufly places him at 
the head of his catalogue 5 for country divcriions are . 
gCMni^ly attended wicb a^fiddlsr or bagpiper « I ^'QuVd. . 
E 2 OateH*^ 
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InAead of trumpet and of dram. 

That makes the warrior's ftomach come, - 

Whofe noife whets valour (harp, like beer 

]iiy thunder tumM to vinegar. 

(For if a trumpet ibund, or drum beat. 

Who has not a month's mind to combat?) 

A fqueaking engine be apply'd 

Un^o his neck, on north-eaft fide, 

Juft where the hangman does difpoie, « 

To fpecial friends, the knot of nooie : 

For 'tis great grace, when ftatefmen ftraight 

Difpatch a friend, let others wait. 

His warped ear hpng o'er the (brings. 

Which was but foufe to chitterlings : 

For guts, fome write, ere they are fodden. 

Are fit for mufic or for pudden $ 

From whence men borrow every kind 

Of minftrelfy by (faing or wind. 

His grifly beaid was long and thick. 

With which he (Irung his fiddle- ftick $ 

Por he to horfe-tail fcom'd to owe 

For what on his own chin did grow. 

Chiron, the four-Iegg'd bard, had both 

A beard and tail of his own growth ; 

And yet by authors 'tis averr'd, 

He made ufe only of his beard. 

obferve in this ptace, that we have the exa£l chai 
of the ufual attendants at a bear-baiting fully d 

jutd a catalogue of warriorsi conformable to tht 

ticc of Epic poeti. 
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In StafFordfliire, where virtuous worth. - 

Does raife the minftreify, not birth. 

Where bulls do chuTe the boldeft king 135 

And ruler o'er the men of ftring 

(As once in Periiay 'tis faid, 

Kings were proclaimed by a horfe that neighM). 

He, bravely venturing at a crown. 

By chance of war was beaten dowi^,. j4o- 

Arid wounded fore : his leg then broke^" 

Had got a deputy of oak ; 

For when a IhiJ) in fight^s cropt. 

The knee with one of timber > propt, 

Efteem'd more honourable than the others 145 

And takes place, though the younger brother. 

Next march'd brave Orfin, famous for 
Wife conduft, and fucccfs in war j 
A fkilful leader, ftout, feveie> 

Now Marfhal to the champion Bear. y$9 

With truncheon tipp'd with iron head,. 
The warrior to the lifts he led 5 
With folemn march, and ftately pace. 
But far more grave and folemn face j 
Grave as the Emperor of Pegu, 155 

Or ^nifh potetitate, Don Diego. 

This 

Vcr. 147. Next marchM bra<ve OrfinJ] Next fof- 
bnv^df in the two firlt editions of 1663. Joihua Gof- 
ling, who kept bears at Paris-Garden in Southwark. 
However, fays Sir Roger, he itood hard and faft for 
die Rump Parliament. 

£ 3 
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This leader was of knowledge great^ 
Either for charge or for retreat : 
He knew when to fall on pell-mell. 
To fall back, and retreat as well. xSo^ 

So lawyers, left the Bear defendant. 
And plaintiff Dog, ihould make an end on % 
Do ftave and tail with Writs of Error, 
Reviprfe of Judgment, and Demurrer, 
To let them brsathe a while, and then 165 

Cry Whoop, and fet them on again. 
As Romulus a wolf did rear. 
So hp was dry-nursM by a bear. 
That fed him with the purchased prey 
Of many a fierce and bloody fray 5 170 

Bred up, where difcipline moft rare is. 
In military garden Paris: * 
For foldiers, heretofore, did grow 
In gardens juft as weeds do now. 
Until fome fplay-foot politicians 1-75. 

T* Apollo offer'd up petitions 
For licenfing a new invention 
They ^ad found out of an antique engine^ 
To root out all the weeds, that grow 
In public gardens, at a blow, igo 

And 

Vcr. 159, 160.] Thus altered in the edition of 1674, 

Kn^w when t' engage his bear pelUmeU^ 
And when to bring him off as well. 

/W/'AVf//, f, e, confufedly, yfithout order. 
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And leave th* herbs ftanding. Quoth Sir Sun, 
My friends, that is not to be done. 
Not done ! quoth Statefman ^ Yes, an 't pleafe ye. 
When *tis once known, you '11 fay 'tis eafy; 
Why then let 's know it, quoth Apollo: ig^ 

We '11 beat a drum, and they '11 all follow. 
A drum ! (quoth Phoebus) Troth that 's true, 
A pretty invention, quaint and new ; 
But though of voice and inftrument 
We are th' undoubted preildent, j^o 

We.fuch loud mufic do not profefs. 
The Devil 's mafter of that office. 
Where it muft pafs j if 't be a drum, 
He '11 fign it with Cler. Pari. Dom, Com. j 
To him apply yourfelves, and he 195 

Will foon difpatch you for his fee. 
They did {6 j but it prov'd fo ill. 
They 'ad better let them grow there llill. 
But to refume what we diicouriing 
Were on before, that is, ftout Orijn y 200 

That which fo oft by fundry writers 
Has been appdy'd t' almoft all fighters, 
Moro juftly may be afcrib'd to thi& 
Than any other warrior, C*v;«.^ . 

None 

Ver. 194.. 1 The Houfe of Commons, even before 
ttte Ktntlp had murdered the King, and expelled the 
Houfe of Lords, ufurped many branches of the Royal 
Prerog;ativc, and particularly this for graating licences 
for new lAveBtions* 
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None ever a6):ed both parts bolder, 105 

Both of a chieftain ^d a foldier. 
He was of great defcent, and high 
For fplendour and antiquity. 
And from celeflial origine 

DerivM himfelf in a right line ; 2x0 

Not as the ancient heroes did. 
Who, that their bafe-births might be hid 
(Knowing they were of doubtful gender. 
And that they came in at a windore) 
Made Jupiter himfelf, and others 415 

O' th' Gods, gallants to their pwn mothers. 
To get on them a race of champions 
(Of which old Homer firil made lampoons) 
Ar6lophylax, in northern fpherc, 
Was his undoubted anceftor| sto 

From him his great forefathers came. 
And in all ages bore his name : 
Leam'd he was in medicinal lore, 
For by his fide a pouch he wore. 
Replete with ftrange hermetic powder, 125 

That wounds nine miles point-blank would folder } 
By (kilful chemift, with great coft, 
Exti-afted from a rotten poft 5 
But of a hcavenlier influence 

Than that which mountebanks difpenfe $ 2}0 

Though 

Ver. 2x1.] This is one inftance of the Audior*a 
making great things little, though his talent lay chiefly . 
ihe other way. 
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Though by Promethean fire made, 

A» they do quack that drive that trade» 

For as when flovens do amifs 

At others' doors, by ftool or pifs. 

The learned write, a red-hot fpit ft 35- 

B'ing prudently apply'd to it, 

Will convey mifchief from the dung 

Unto the part that did the wrong ; 

So this did healing, and as fure 

As that did mifchief, this would cure. 240 

Thus virtuous Orfln was endued 
Witli learning) conduft, fortitude. 
Incomparable ; and as the prince 
Of poets, Homer, (ung long fmce, 
A flcilful leech is better far 245 

Than half a hundred men of war; 
So he appearM, and by his ikill. 
No lefs than dint of fword, could kill. 

The gallant Bruin march'd next him. 
With vifage formidably grim, «50 

And rugged as a Saracen, 
Or Turk of Mahomet^s own kin, 
Oad in a mantle della guerre 
Of rough impenetrable fur ; 

And in his nofe, like Indian king, ;S55 

.He wore, for ornament, a ring; 
About his neck a threiefold gorget, 
A« rough as trebled leathern target j 

Armed, 

Ver^ 238. Unto the pai^, &c.] Unto the krcechi in 
^ two SxH editions 1663* 
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Nor engine, nor device polemicy 
I>ti^arey nor doflor epidemic. 
Though ftor* d with deletery medicines, 
(Which whofoever took is dead iince) 
E'er fent fo vaft a colony 
To both the under worlds as he ; 
For^he was of that noble trade 
That demi-gods and heroes made, 
Slaughter, and knocking on the head. 
The trade to which they all were bred 5 
And is, like others, gtorious when 
'Tit great and large, but baie, if mean » 
The former rides in triumph for it. 
The latter in a tWo-wheel'd chanot^ 
For daring to profrme a thing 
So facred with vile bungling. 
' l^xt thefe the brave Magnano came> 
Magnano, great in martial fame ^ 
Yet when with Orfin he wagM fight^ 
'Tis fung he got but little by 't : 
Yet he was fierce as foreft-boar, 
Wh^fe fpoils upon his back he wore^ 
As thick as Ajax^ feven-fold fhield. 
Which o'er his brazen arms he heldj 
But brafs was feeble to refift 
The fury of his armed fiA ) 



Ver. 331.3 Simeon Wait a tinker, as famous an 
dependent preacher as Burroughs; who, with e 
bkfphemv to his Lord of Hofts, would ftyle O 
Cromwell the Archangel giving battle to the Devi 
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Nor could the hardeft ir^n hold out 

Againft his blows, but they would through 't. 

In magic he was deeply read, 
As he that made the brazen-head ; 
Profoundly Ikiird in tjie black art, 34^ 

As Engliih Merlin for his heart ; 
But far more (kilful in the fpheres. 
Than he was at the fieve and (hears. 
He could transform himfelf in colour^ 
As'iike the devil as a collier i ^e^ 

As like the hypocrites, in (how. 
Are to true faints, or crow to crow. 

Of warlike engines he was author, 
Pevis^d for quick difpatch of (laughter s 
The cannon, blunderbufs, and faker, 355 

He was th* inventor of, and maker : 
The trumpet and the kettle-drum 
Did both from his invention come. 
He was the firft-that e*er did teach 
To make, and how to ftop a breach. 3^ 

A lance he bore with iron pike, ' 
Th' one half would thruft, the other (hike 5 
A^d when their forces he had joinM, 
He fcom'd to turn his parts behind. 

He TniUa lov'd, TruUa, more bright 3^5 

Than bumi(hM armour of her knight } 

A bold 

Ver. 365.] The daughter of James Spenicr, dc* 
bauched by Magnano the tinker. So called, becaufe. 
the tinker's wife or miftrefs was commonly called hu 
irua. See << The Coxcomb," a Comedy* . ^ ^, ., 



1 
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A bold virago, ftout and tall. 
As foan of Prance, or English Mall : 
Through perils both of wind and limby 
Through thick, and thin flie followed him 
In every adventure h* undertook. 
And never him or it forfbok : 
At breach of wall, or hedge furprile, 
She (harM i* th' hazard and the prize ; 
At beating quarters np, or forage, 
Belt^ivM herfelf with raatchlefs courage. 
And laid about in fight more bufily 
Than th* Amazonian Dame Penthefile. 
And though feme critics here cry (hame, 
And fay our authors are to blame, 
fhJrt (fpite of all philofophers. 
Who hold no females ftout but bears. 
And heretofore did fo abhor 
That women fliould pretend to war, 
They would not fuffer the ftout'ft dame 
To fwear by Hercu-Ies''8 name) 
Make feeble ladies, in their works. 
To fight litoe termagants and Turks 5 



• Ver. 368.] Alluding, probably, to Mary Carhoi 
called Kentijb Moil, but more commonly Tie Gemu 
Prineefs j a perfon notorious at the time this Firft Pa 
of Hudibras was publiflied. She was tianfported 1 
Jamaica 1671 ; but returning from tranfportation t« 
foon, (he was hanged at Tyburn Jan. la, i67«-3. 

■^Ver. 382.] This and the three following lines tt 
/a t/i^ two iirfir.editions'of §663, 
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To lay their native arms aflde. 

Their modefty, and ride aftride | ^«0 

To run a-tiit at men, and wield 

Their naked tools in open field j 

A? ftout Armida, bold Thaleftris, 

And /he that would have been the mi^efs 

Of Gundibert, but he had grace, «^ 

And rather took a country lafs j 

They fay 'tis falfe without all fcnfe, 

3ut of pernicious confequence 

To government, which they fuppofe 

Can never be upheld in profe j jnn 

Strip Nature naked to the ikin, 

You '11 find about her no fx^h thing, 

Jt may be fo, yet what we tell 

Of Trulla, that 's improbable, 

Shall be deposM by thofe have feen 't, ^05 

Or, what's as good, produced in print j 

And if they will not take our word. 

We '11 prove it true upon record. 

The upright Cerdon next advanc't. 
Of all his race the valiant'ft : ^10 

Cerdon 

Vcr. 409. Certion'] A one-eyed cobler, like his bro- 
thcV Colonel Hewfon. The Poet obferves, that his 
chief talent lay iti preaching. Is it not then indecent, 
and beyond the rules of decorum, to introduce him 
into fuch rough company ? No ; it is probable he had 
but newly fet up the trade of a Teacher ; and we may 
conclude that the Poet did not think that he had fp 
much fan6lity as to debai* him the pleafure of lil« b^l 
love^ diveriion of Bear-baiting. 
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Cerdon the Great, renown'd in fong. 
Like Herc'les, for repair of wrong : 
He raised the low, and fortify 'd 
The weak again ft the ftrongeft fide : 
III has he read that never hit 415 

On him in Mufes' deathlefs writ. 
Me had a weapon keen and fierce, 
That through a bull- hide Ihield would pierce. 
And cut it in a thoufand pieces. 
Though tougher than the Knight of Greece's, 42* 
With whom his black-thumbM anceftor 
Was comrade in the ten-years' war : 
For when the reftlefs Greeks fat down 
So many years before Trdy town, 
And were renown'd, as Homer writes, 415 

For well-ford boots no lefs than fights, 
Tlicy ow'd that glory only to 
His anceflor, that made them fo. 
Faft friend he was to Reformation, 
. Until 'twas worn quite out of fafhion j 4^ 

Next reftifier of wry law, 
"And would make three to cure one flaw. 
Learned he was, and could take note, 
Tranfcribe, colU6l, tranflate, and quote i 
But preaching was his chiefeft talent, 4^5 

Or argument, in which b^ing valiant,^ 

Hi 

Ver. 435.] Mechanics of all forts were then 
Preacliers, and fome of them much followed and ad* 

tnucd 
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He usM to lay about and ftickle^ 
Like ram or bull at Conventicle '^ 

For 



mired by the mob, *^ I am to tell thee, Chriftian 
** Reader," (fays Dr. Featley, preface to his Dipper 
4iipp*d, wrote 1645, and publiihed 1647, p. i.) " This 
** new year of new changes, never heard of in former 
** ages, namely, of ftables turned into temples, and I 
** will beg ieave to add, temples turned into ftables 
•* (as was that of St. Paul's, and many more), ftalls 
** into quires., ihopboards into communion-tables, tubs^ 
*' into pulpits, aprons into linen ephods, and mecha- 
** nics of the loweft rank into priefo of the high places, 
«< — I wonder that our door-poils and walls fweat not, 
** upon which fuch notes as thefe have been lately af- 
•* fixed ; on fuch a day, fuch a brewer's clerk exer- 
** cifeth ; fuch i tailor expoundeth 5 fuch a waterman 
•* tcacbcth. — If cooks, inftead of mincing their meat, 
•* fall upon dividing of the Word j if tailors leap up 
^ from the fliopboard into the pulpit, and patch up 
** fermons out of ftolen ihreds ; if not only of the loweit 
*' of the people, as in Jeroboam's time, pi^iefts are con- 
" fecrated to the Moft High God — Do we marvel to^ 
** fee fuch confufion in the Church as there is !" They 
are humouroufly girded in a traft entitled. The Refor- 
Mouhp preeifely cbara3^r^d; by a modem Church-^war^ 
deHj p. II* " Here are felt-makers (fays he) who can 
*' roundly deqil with the blockheads and neutral dimi- 
•* cafters of the world 5 coblers who can give good 
** rules for upright walking, and handle Scripture to a 
** biiiftle ; coachmen, who know.how to lafh the beaftly 
** enormities, and curb the headftrong infolences of 
** this bi-utifh age, ftoutly exhorting us to ftand up for 
** the truth, left the wheel of deftru6lion roundly* over- 
•* run us. Wfe hs^fe weavers that can fweetly inform 
Vol. I. F *' 
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For difputants, like rams and bulls. 

Do fight with aims that fpring from fculls. 44* 

Lafl Colon came, bold man of war^ 
Beftin'd to blows by fatal ftar i 
Right expert in command of horie, 
But cruel, and without remorfe. 
That which of Centaur long ago 445 

Was faid, and has been wi-efted to 
Some other knights, was true of this. 
He and his horfe were of a piece j 
One fpirit did inform them both. 
The felf-fame vigour, fury, wroth : 450 

Yet he was much the rougher part. 
And always had a harder heart. 
Although his horfe had been of thofe 
That fed on man^s flefh, as fame goes : 
i>transe food for horfe! and, yet, alas ! 455 

It may be true, for flefh is grafs. 
Sturdy he was, and no lefs able 
Than Hercules to clean a ftable $ 

Aa 



** us of the fliuttle fwiftnefs of the times, and pra6H- 
<< cally tread out the vicifHtude of all fublunary things 
«* till the web of our life be cut off i and here arc me- 
** chanics, of my profeflion, who can feparate tho 
** pieces of falvation from thofe of damnation, mea- 
•^ Jure out every man's portion, and cut it out by a 
** thread, fubftantially preilin|^ the points, till they 
*< have fashionably filled up theu: work with a well-bot« 
<* tomed concluiion." ' 

vcr. 441. CWisw.] Ned Perryi tm hoftkr* 
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As gpreat a drover, and as great 
Amende too, in hog or neat. 460 

He ripp'd the womb up of his mother. 
Dame Tellus, *caufe (he wanted fother. 
And provender, wherewith to feed 
Himfelf and his lefs cruel fteed. 

It was a queftion whether he 4(^5 

Or 's horfe were of a family 
More worfhipful ; till antiquaries 
(After they 'ad almoft por'd out their eyes) 
Did very learnedly decide 

The buiincfs on the horfe's fide, 470 

And prov'd not only horfe, but cows,. 
Nay pigs, were of the elder houfe : 
For beafts, when man was but a piece 
Of earth himfelf, did th' earth poflefs. 
Thefe worthies were the chief that led 475, 

The combatants, each in the head 
Of his command, with arms and ragei 
Ready, and longing to engage. 
The numerous rabbU was drawn out 
Of feveral counties r^und about* 4S0 

From, villages remote, and (hires 
Of eaft and vref^ern heniifpheres.. 
From foreign pari(hes and regions. 
Of different manners, fpeech, religiont^ 
Came men and maiUffs ; Tome to fight ^Zz 

For fame and honour, fome for fights 
And now the field of death, the lifts^. 
Were entered by antagonifts. 

Fa. &xv^ 



68 BUTLER'S POEMS. 

And blood was ready to be broach*d> 

When Hudibras in hafte approached, 4^91. 

With Squire and weapons to attack them { 

But firft thus from his horfe befpake them. 

What rage, O Citizens ! what fury 
Doth you to thefe dire actions huiTy ? 
What oeftrum, what phrenetic mood 495 

Makes you thus lavifti of your blood. 
While the proud Vies your trophiea boaft. 
And unreveng'd walks Waller's ghoft ? 
What towns, what garrifons, might you. 
With hazard of this blood, fubdue, 50* 

Which now y' are bent to tl\rovr away 
In vain untriumphablc fray ? 
Shall faints in civil bloodihed wallow 
Of faints, and let. the Caufe lie fallow ? 
The Caufc, for which we fought and fwore 505 

So boldly, ftiall we now give o'er ? 
Then becaufe quarrels ftill are feen 
With oaths and fwearings to begin. 
The Solemn League and Covenant 
Will feem a mere God-dam-me rant, 510 

And 

Ver. 495.] Oeftrum fignifies the gad-bee or horfe-fly. 

Ver. 497.] Sir W. Waller was defeated at the Dc- 
rifes. 

Ver. 503, 504.] Mr. Walker obferves, " That all 
*< the cheating, covetous, ambitious perfons of the 
** land, were united together under tne title of the 
'< Godly, the Saintd, and (hared the fat of the land' 
** between them ;'* and he calls them the Saints who 
«rm canonized no wherei)ut in the PcTiPs Calendar* 



HUDIfiRAS, PartT. Can¥o II. ^9 
And we that took it, and have fought. 
As lewd as drunkards that fall out : 
For as we make war for the King 
Againft himfelf, the felf-fame thing, 
Some will not ftick to fwear, we do 5 15 

For God and for Religion too 5 
For if Bear-baiting \^ allow. 
What good can Reformation do ? 
The blood and treafure that *s laid out 
^'thi-own away, and goes for nought. 5^0- 

Are thefe the fruits o' th' Proteftation, 
The prototype of Reformation, 
Which all the faints, and fdme, fince martyrs, 
Wore in their hats like Vredding-garters, 
When *twas refolvM by dther Houfe 525 

Six Members' quarrel to efpoufe ? 
Did they, for this, draw down the rabble. 
With zeal afid noifes formidable. 
And make all cries Sfbout the Town 
Jdin throats tp cry the Biihops down > 5^0 

Who 

Ver. 513, 514.} The Preftyterian*, in all their wars 
againft the King, maintained ftill. That they fought 
for him j for they pretended to diftin^iifli his politicjil 
pcrfon from his natural one f his political p^rfoh, tliey 
laid, muft be, and was, with the Parliament, thougbk 
Ids natural perfoh was at war with Ihem. 

Ver. 530.1 Good Lord (fays the True Informer, 
f, i%.) ** wnat a deai of dirt was thrown in the Bi- 
** flkops* faces !— what infamous ballads were fung ! 
** what a thick cloud of epidemical hatred hung fud- 
*f dmly over'th^m ! fo far, that a dog with a blacls;. 
'^ 9JaA white bcfi was called a Bijbtf^'' 

Pa, 



535 
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Who having round begirt the palace 

(As once a month they do the gallows) 

As Members gave the fign about. 

Set up their throats with hideous (hout. 

When tinkers bawlM aloud to fettle 

Church-Difcipliney for patching kettle i 

No fow-gelder did blow his horn 

To geld a cat, but cry'd Reform ; ' 

The oyfter-women lockM their fifli up. 

And trudg'd away, to cry No Biihop ; 54a 

The moufe-trap-men laid fave-alls by. 

And 'gainft Ev'l Counfellors did cry j 

Botchers left old cloaths in the lurch. 

And fell to turn and patch the Church j 

Some cryM the Covenant, inftead 545 

Of pudding-pies and ginger-bread ; 

And fome for brooms, old boots, and (hoe$» 

BawPd out to purge the Common-Houfe s i 

Inftead of kitchen-ftuif, fome cry 

A Gofpel-preaching Miniftry $ 550 

And fome for old fuits, coats, or cloak. 

No Surplices nor Service-book s 

A ftrange harmonious inclination 

Of all degrees to Reformation. 

And 

Ver. 553, 554.] Thofe flights, which feem moft ex- 
travagant in our Poet, were really excelled by matter 
of faa. The Scots (in their Large Declaratiout 16379 
p. 41.) begin their petition againft the Commoii 
Prayer-book thus :— *^ We men, women, and children^ 
** and fervants, having €onfidered» &€•** F$uiis*i 
^(/f.o/mckedPkts. 
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And ts this all ? Is this th& end 555 

To which thefe Carryings-on did tend ? 
Hath Public Faith, like a young heir» 
For this tak'n up all forts of ware. 
And run int* every tradefman''s book. 
Till both tum'd bankrupts, and are broke i 560 

Did Saints, for this, bring in their plate. 
And crowd as if they came too late ? 
For when they thought the Cauie had need on*t, 
Happy was he that cou*d be rid on^t. 
Did they coin pifs-pots, bowls, and flaggonf, 565 
Int* officers of horfe and dragoons ? 
And into pikes and mufqueteers 
Stamp beakers, cups, and pomngers ? 
A thimble, bodkin, and a fpoon. 
Did ftart up living men, as foon 570 

As in the furnace they were thrown, 
Juft like the dragon^s teeth being fown.. 
Then was the Caufe of gold and plate. 
The Brethrens' offerings, confecrate. 
Like th^ Hebrew calf, and down before it 575 

The Saints fell proftrate, to adore it : 
So fay the Wicked— and will you 
Make that farcafmous fcandal true. 
By running after Dogs and Bears, 
Bcafts more unclean than calves or fteers ? 5 So 

Have powerful Preachers ply'd their tongues. 
And laid themfelves out and their lungs ; 
Us^d ail means, both dire6^ and (in^fter, 
I* th' power of Gofpel-preaching Min'fler f 

F 4 Hv^^ 
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Have they invented tones to win jSj 

The women, and make them draw in 
The men, as Indians with a female 
Tame elephant inveigle the male ? 
Have they told Prov''dence what it muft do. 
Whom to avoid, and whom to trnft to ? 5^ 

Difcover^d 

Ver. 5S5.] Tt was a common prance to inform God 
of the tranfa^ions of the times. *« Oh, my good Lord 
** God ^fays Mr. G. Swathe, Pnnersy p. »•) I hour 
'' the Kmg hath fet up his ftanciard at York againft 
** the Parliament and city of London.— Look rfiou 
** upon them, take their caiife into thine own hand ; 
« appear thou in the caufe of thy Saints, the caufe in 
*' hand — It is thy caufe. Lord. We know that tliq 
'' Kin^j is mifled, deluded, and deceived by his Popilby 
" Armihian, and temporizing, rebellious malignant 
*• fatticn and party, &c."— " They would (fays Dr. 
'' Fchai< ) in their prayers and fermons tell God, that 
** they would be willing to be a^any charge or trouble 
" for him, and to do, as it were, any kindncfs for the 
'* Lord ; the Lord might n^>sv truft them, and rely upon 
** them, they ihould not fail him t they (hould not be 
*' unmindful of his bniinefs ; his work mould not ftand 
<< flill, nor his deiigns be negle6M. They muftneedt 
** fay, that they had formerly received tome favoim 
'' from God, and have been, as it were, beholden to 
" the Almiehty ; but they did not much queftion but 
« they (houTd find fome opportunity of making feme 
** amends for the many good things, and (as I may 
*^ fo fay) civilities which they had received from biaa* 
*' Indeed, as for thofe that are weak in the Faith, and 
" are yet but babes in Chrift, it is fit that they fhould 
<< keep at fome diftance from God, fhould kneel before 
<* him, and ftand {a» I may fay) cap in hand to the 
^ " Almighty I 



HUD IB R AS, Part I. Cant^ II. 7J 
DifcoverM the Enemy's dedgiiy 
And which way beft to countermine ? 
PrefcribM what ways it hath to work. 
Or it will ne'er advance the Kirk ? 
Told it the news 6* th' laft exprefs, £^^ 

And afteV good or bad fuccefs 
Made prayers, not To like. petitions 
Aft overtures and proportions 
(Such as the Army did prefent 

T6 their Creator, the Parrament) $ ^00 

In which they freely will confefs. 
They will not, cannot acquiefce, 

XJnleft 

'• Almighty : but as for thofe that are ftrong in aH 
** Gifts, and grown up in all Grace, and arc come to 
** a fulnefs and ripenefs in the Lord Jefus, it is comely 
** esough to take a great chair, and fit at the end of the 
•* table, and, with their cock'd hats on their heads, 
•* to fay, God, we thoi^ht it not amtfs to call upon 
*' thee this evening, and let thee know how affairs 
•« ftand ; we have been very watchful fmce we were 
'< laft with thee ; and they are in a very hopeful con- 
«* ditioB 5 ¥^ hope that thou wilt not forget us ; for we 
•* arc very thoughtful of thy concerns : we do fome- 
^ what long to hear from thee ; and if thou pleafefl to 
** give us luch -a thing (ViShry)y we ^all be (as I 
*' may fo fay) good to thee in f6mething elfe when it 
<* lies in onr way." See a remarkable Scotch Prayer 
much to the (ame purpofe. Scourge^ by Mr« Lewis^ 
No. xvi. p« 130. edit. 1717. 

Ver. 60*.] Alluding, probaWy, to their fancy ex- 
poftulations with God from thejpulpit. Mr. Vines, 
la 8t, Ciemenfs Chvrchi near Temple-bar, ufed the 
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XJnlefs the work be cairyM on 

In the fame way they have begun. 

By fetting Church and Common-weal 605 

All on a flame^ bright as their zeal» 

On which the Saints were all agog. 

And all this for a Bear and Dog ? 

The Parrament drew up petitions 

To ^tfelf, and fent them, like conmiiifi<>ns> 6i9 

To well-afFe{led perfons, down 

In every city and great town^ 

With power to levy horfe and men. 

Only to bring them back agen ? 

For this did many, many a mile, 615 

Kide manfully in rank and file. 

With 

following words : ** O Lord, thou haft never given us 
*• a viftory this long while, for all our frecjuent faft- 
** ing ; what doft thou mean, O Lord, to fling into a 
<< ditch, and there to leave us ?** And one Robinfon, 
in his Prayer at Southampton, Aug. 15, 1642, ex- 
prefled hinuelf in the following manner: << O God, 
« O God, many are the hands that are lift up againft 
** XLZi but there is one God, it is thou thyfelf, Fa- 
A ther, who does us more mifchief than they all;.** 
They fcemed to encourage this faucinefs in their public 
fermons. " Gather upon God (fays Mr. R. Harri$, 
** Faft Sermon before the Commons) and. hold him to jt 
'< as Jacob did ; prefs him with his prece|>t8, witl^ his 
'< promifes, with his hand, with his feal,. with his oadi, 
'< till we do lurmmw^ as fome Greek Fathers boldly 
« fpeak : that is, if I may fpeak it reverently enough, 
<< put the Lord out of countenance ; put him, as yot 
*< would fay, to the blufli^ unlefs we be mafters of o«r 
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With papers in their hats, that (how^d 
As if they to the pillory rode ? 
Have all thefe courfes, thefe efforts^ 
• Been tryM by people of all forts^ 6ao 

Felts & remiSf omnibus ner*vis^ 
And all t' advance the Caufe's fervice. 
And fhall all now be thrown away 
In petulant inteftine fray ? 

Shall we, that in the Covenant fwore, 615 

Each man of us, to run before 
Another ftill in Reformation, 
Give Dogs and Bears a difpenfation ? 
How will Diffenting Brethren relifh it ? 
What will Malignants fay ? Videlicet, ^^ 

That each man fwore to do his beft 
To damn and perjure all the reft ? 
And bid tljie Devil take the hin'moft 
Which at this race is like to win moft. 
They *11 fay our bufmefs, to Reform ^3^ 

The Church and State, is but a worm ;. 
For to fubfcribe, unfight, unfeen, 
T* aa unknown Church-difcipliAe» 
What is it elfe, but before-hand 
T* engage, and after undei'ftand? ^4^ 

For when we fwore to carry on 
The prefent Reformation, 
According to the pureft mode 
Of churches beft-reformM abroad. 
What did we elfe but make a vow ^45 

To do we know sot what, nor how? 
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For no three of^ us will agree 

Where, or what churches thefe ihould be i 

And is indeed the felf-fame cafe 

"With theirs that fwore et cateras\ "^50 

Of the French League, in which men vow*d 

To fight to the haft drop of blood. 

Thcfe flanders will be thrown upon 

The Caufe and Work we carry on, 

-If we permit men to run headlong ^^5 

T* exorbitances fit for Bedlam, 

Rather than Gofpel-walking times. 

When flighteft fflas are greateft crimes* 

But we the matter to (hall handle, 

As to remove that odious fcandal : Vfo 

In name of King and ParPameDt^ 

I charge you all, no more foment 

This feud, but keep the peace between 

Your brethren and your countrymen. 

And to thofe places ftraight repair ^665 

Where your re%e£tive dwellings arc. 

fiiu 

Ver« 651.] The Holy Leagoe in Frame, -defigrmsd 
«nd made for the extiipation of the Proteftaftt teligion, 
was the original out of which the Solemn League and 
Covenant here was ^with difference only of circum-^ 
ftances) moft faithfully tranfcribed. Nor did the Aic- 
cefs of both differ more than the intent and poi^fe ; 
for, after the deftni^lion of vafl numbers of people o£ 
all forts, both ended with the murder of two kings, 
whom they had both fwom to defend. And- as our 
Covenanters fwore every man to run one before another 
in the way of Reformation, fo did the French, in thft 
JUoJy Lcagucji to fight to the M drop of blood.. 
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But to that purpofe firft furrender 

T*he Fiddler, as the prime offender, 

Th' incendiary vile, that is.chicf 

Author and engineer of mifchief ; Cf9 

That makes divifion between, friends. 

For profane and malignant ends. 

He and that engine of vile noife. 

On which illegally he plays. 

Shall (diShim faSum) both be brought r €75 

To condign pun^meint, as they ought* 

This muft be done, and I would fain fee 

Mprtal fo fturdy as to gainfay ; 

For 

Ver. 673— !'676.] The threatening punifhment to th« 
Fiddle, was much like the threats of the pragmatical 
troopers to punifh Ralph Dobbin's waggon, Plam 
Dealefy. vol. !• ** I was driving (fays he) into a town. 
** upon the 29th of May, where my waggon was to 
•* dine : there came up m a great rage feven or eight 
** of the troopers that were quartered there, and afked; 
€t €< What I buihed out my borfes for?" I told them» 
«« «<To drive flies away." But they faid, ** I was a Ja-, 
" cobite rafcal j that my horfes were guilty of high trea- 
•^*fon, and my waggon ought to be hanged." — I an- 
** fwered, ** It was already drawn, and within a yard 
<' or two of being quartered ; but as ^to being hanged, 
<< it was a compliment we had no occafion for, and 
'< therefore' defired them to take it back again, and 
^ keq^it ia their own hands, till they had an oppor- 
** tonity to make ufe of it."-*— I had no fooner fpoke 
'^theie words, but they fell upon me like thunder, 
** ftript my cattle in a twinkling, and J>eat me blacl^ 
^ tna Uve-with myown oak-branches**' ■ 
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For then I'll take another courfe. 

And foon reduce you all by force. 680 

This faid, he ciapt his hand on fword. 

To fhcw he meant to keep his word. 

But Talgol, who had long fuppreft 
Inflamed wrath in glowing breaft. 
Which now began to rage and bum as ' €9$ 

Implacably as flame in furnace. 
Thus anfwer'd him s Thou vermin wi-etched. 
As e'er in meafled pork was hatched ; 
Thou tail of Worlhip, that doft grow 
On rump of juftice as of cow| 690- 

How dar'ft thou with that fuUen luggage 
O' th'felf, old ir'n, and other baggage, 
With which thy fteed of bones and leather 
Has broke his wind in halting hither j 
How durft th% I fay, adventure thus 4^^' 

T* oppofe thy lumber againft us ? 
Could thine impertinence find out 
No work t' employ itfelf about. 
Where thou, fecure from wooden blow. 
Thy bufy vanity might fhow ? jqq. 

Wat 

Vcr. 683, 684.] It way be afked, Whjr Talgol wu 
the firft in anfwering the Knight, when it feems more 
incumbent upon the Bearward to make a defence^- 
Probably Talgol might then be a Cavalier ; for the* 
chara^er tlvi Poet has given him doth not infer the- 
contraiy ; and his anfwer carries (farong indications t» 
juftify the conjefiure^ 

Ver. 694.] ' Is lam'd, and tir'd Ut baiting biUtiTt: 
Thus It madi in the two Irifli editions pf 1661. 
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Was no difpute a-fbot between 
The caterwauling Brethren ? 
No fubtle queftion raisM among 
Thofe out-o'-thcir wits, and thofe i' th' wrong ? 
No prize between thofe combatants 705 

C th' times, the land and water faints. 
Where thou might'ft ftickle, without hazard 
Of outrage to thy hide and mazzard. 
And not, for want of buHnefs, come 
To us to be thus troublefome, 7x0 

To interrupt our better fort 
Of difputants, and fpoil our fport ? 
Was there no felony, no bawd, 
Cutpurfe, or burglary abroad ? 

No ftolen pig, nor plunderM goofe, 71 < 

To tie thee up from breaking loofe ? 
No ale unlicensM, broken hedge. 
For which thou ftatute might'ft alledge. 
To keep thee bufy from foul evil, 
And ihame due to thee from the Devil ? 721^ 

Pid ao<]!ommittee fit, where he 
Might cut out joumey-rwork for theci^ 
And fet th* a tafk, with fubomation. 
To ftitch up fale and fequeftration. 
To ch^t, with holinefs and zeal, 725 

All parties and the common-weal ? 
Much better had it been for- thee 
He 'ad kept thee where th' art us'd to bcj^ 
Or fent th* on buiinefa any whither, 
io he had never brought thee hithei: 1 y^o 

But 
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But if th* haft brain enough in fcull 

To keep itfelf in lodging whole^ 

And not provoke the rage of 'ftbnes. 

And cudgels to thy hide and bones, 

Tremble, and vanifli while thou may'ft, 7^5 

Which I'll not promife if thou ftay'ft. 

At this the Knight grew high in wroth. 

And lifting hands and eyes up both. 

Three times he fmote on ftomach iftout, 

From whence, at length, thefe words broke out : 740 

Was I for this entitled Sir, 
And girt with trufty fword and fpur. 
For fame and honour to wage battle. 
Thus to be brav'd by foe to cattle f 
Not all that pride that makes thee (well 74.5 

As big as thou doft blown-up veal. 
Nor all thy tricks and flcights to cheats 
And fell thy carrion for good meat ; 

Not 

Ver, 732.] To keep within its lodgings Edit. 1674^ 
1684, 1689, 1694^ 1700. Reftored to the prefent read* 
■ng i7»4. 

Ver, 741*] Hudibras (hewed lefs patience upon this 
than Don Quixote did upon a like occafion, where he 
calmly diftinguiflies betwixt an afiront and an injuiy* 
The Knight is irritated at- the fatirical anfwer of Tal- 
gol, and vents his rage in. a manner exa6Uy fuited to 
his character ; and.when his pailion was worked up to 
a height too great to be exprtfied in words, he imme- 
diately falls into a^on ; but, alasi at his firft entrance 
into it, he meets with an unlucky dtfappointmeat \ aa 
c^men that the fuccefs would be as indifferent at the 
€aufe in wiuch he was engaged* 



HUDIBRAS, Part I. Canto 11. 8i 
Not all thy magic to repair 

Decayed old-age in tough lean ware, 750 

Make natui-al death appear thy work. 
And ftop the gangrene in ftale pork 5 
Not all that force that makes thee proud, 
Becaufe by bullock ne'er withftood ; 
Though armM with all thy cleavers, knives, 755 

And axes, made to hew down lives. 
Shall fave or help thee to evade 
The hand of Juftice, or this blade. 
Which I, her fword-beai-er, do carry. 
For civil deed and military : 769 

Nor (hall thefe words, of venom bafe. 
Which thou haft from their native place. 
Thy ftomach, pump'd to fling on me,. 
Go unreveng'd, though I am free ; 
Thou down the fame throat fliall devour them : j6^ 
Like tainted beef, and pay dear for them;. 
Nor Ihall it e*er be faid that wight 
With gantlet blue and bafes white, 
And round' blunt truncheon by his Gde,. 
So great a man at arms defyM 770 

With words far bitterer than wormwood, . 
That would in Job or Grizel ftir. mood- 
Dogs 



V^. 7151.] Turn death of nature to tby ivork.. In 
tlie two fM edition! of 2663. 



y^Qh,h G. 
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Dogs with their tongues their wounds da beafy 
But men with hands, as thou (halt feel. 

This faid, with hafty rage he fnatch'd 77^ 

(n His gun-fhot, that in holfters watch'd, 
/ And bending cock, he level'd full 
[ Againft th' outfide of Talgol's fciill, 
• Vowing that he ihould ne^cr ftir further, 
/ Nor henceforth cow or bullock murther : 78© 

; But Pallas came in (hape of Ruft, 
\ A.nd 'twixt the fpring and hammer thnift 
^-.Hcr gorgon fliield, which made the cock 
/Stand ftifF, as 'twere transfonxf d to ftock. 

Meanwhile 

Ver. 781 — 783.] This, and another paflage in this 
Canto, are the only places where deities are introduced 
in this Poem : as it was not intended for an Epic 
Poem, confequently none of the heroes in it needed 
iVipernatural afliftance: how then comes Pallas to be 
nfnered in here, and Mars afterwards ? Probably to 
ridicule Homer and Virgil, whofe heroes fcarce per- 
loim any a6lIon (even tlie moft feafible) Mrithout the 
fcnlible aid of a deity 5 and to manifeft that it was not 
the want of abilities, but choice, that made our Poet 
iivoid fuch fubterfuges. He has given us a fample of 
his judgment in this way of writing in the pafTage be- 
fore us, which, taken in its naked meaning, is only. 
That the Kniffhfs piftol was, for want of ufe, grown 
fo rufty, that it would not fire ; or, in other words, 
that the ruft was the caufe of his difappointment. 

Ver. 784..] Stand ft iff ^ as if 'twere turn'd t' z flocks 
In editions 1674, 1684., 1689, 1694, 1709^ 1704* 
Kcilored jjio. 
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Meanwhile fierce Talgol, gathering might, 7S5 

With rugged truncheon charg'd the Knight; 

But he, with petronel up-heav'd, 

Inftead of (hield, the blow receivMj 

The gun recoilM, as well it might. 

Not usM to fuch a kind of fight, 

And ihrunk from its great matter's gripe, 

KnockM down and fhinn'd with mortal ftripe. 

Then Hudibras, with furious haftc, 

Drew out his fword ; yet not fo faft 

But Talgol firft, with hardy thwack, 7^5 

Twice bruisM his head, and twice his backj 

But when his nut-brown Iword was out. 

With ftomach huge he laid about. 

Imprinting many a wound upon 

Hh mortal foe, th? truncheon : ^00 

The trufty cudgel did oppofe 

ttfelf againft dead-doing blows, 

To guard his leader froiii fell bane. 

And then reveng'd itfelf again. 

And 

Ver. 786.] Smote ibe Knight, In the two editions 
of 1664. 
Ver. 787, 788.] 

And he with rufty piftol held — 
To take the blow on like a (hield. 

Thus altered 1674, 1684, 1689, 1694, i7«o« ReftcA'ed 
1704. 

Ver. 757.] But nvhett his rugged fword ivas cut* 
In the two firft editions of 1663. 

Vert*798.] Courageoujly, 1674 ^^ J7®4> inclufive. 

G % 
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And though the fword (fome underftood) 805 

In force haci inuch the odds of wood, 

*Twa8 nothing fo ; both fides were balanc^t 

So equal, none knew which was val^anf ft s 

For wood, with honour being engagM, 

Is fo implacably enragM, Si« 

Though iron hew and mangle fore. 

Wood ^^ounds and bruifes honour more. 

And now both Knights were out of breathy 

Tir'd in the hot purfuits of death, 

Whilft all the reft amazM ftood ftill, 815 

Expe£ling which ihould take or kill. 

This Hudibras obferv'd j and fretting 

Conqueft ihould be fo long a-getting. 

He drew up all his force into 

One body, and that into one blow } 8s« 

But 1 aJgol wifely avoided it 

By cunning (leight ; for had it hit 

The upper part of him, the blow 

Had flit, as fure as that below. 

Mean while the incomparable Colon^ I25 

To aid his friend, began to fall on i 
Him Ralph encountered, and ftraight grew 
A difmal combat ^twii^t them two| 

Throat 

Ver. 815.) 

But now fierce Colon *gan draw 0119 
To aid the diftrefs*d champion. 

In the two firft editions of 1663. 
Ver. 8z8.] ^fierce difputs. 1674 to ij^, ineltaift» 
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Th' one armM with nvetal, th' other with wqod^ 

This fit for braifey anci that for blood. Sjt 

Wkh many a ftiff thwack, many a bang> 

Hard crab-tree and old iron rang. 

While none that fawthem could divine 

To which fide conqueft would incline i 

Until Magnano, who did envy f 3^. 

That two ihould with fo many men vyj^ 

By fubtle ftratagem of brain 

Perform'd what force could ne'er attain j^ 

For he, by foul hap, having found 

Where thiftles grew on barren groundj, t^o 

In hafte he drew his weapon out, 

And having cropt them from the root. 

He clapp'd them underneath the tail 

Of fteed, with pricks as {harp as nai| s 

The angry beaft did ftraight refent J45 

The wrong done to his fundament^ 

Began to kick, and fling, and wincej 

At if he *ad been befide his fenfe. 

Striving to difengage from thiftle, 

That gaird him fbrely under his tail ; 1 50 

Inftead of which, he threw the pack. 

Of Squire and baggage, from his back | 

And 

Ver. 844.] JTUb prickles (harper than a naiL Edit. 
1674, to 1704, inclufive. 

Ver. «4f»] And feel regret on fyndamm* In the 
tvrp firfteditions of 1663* 

G3 



16 BUTLER'S POEMS. 

And blundering ftill, with fmartiiig nimpt 

He gave the Knight*s fteed fuch a thump 

As made him reeh The Knight did ttoop. 

And fat on further (ide aflope. 

This Talgol viewing, who had now 

By ileight efcap'd the fatal blow. 

He rally^d, and again fell to *t j 

For, catching foe by nearer foot. 

He lifted with fuch might and ftrength. 

As would have hurPd him thrice his lengthy 

And daihM his brains (if any) out } 

But Mars, that ftill prote£ls the ftout, 

in pudding-time came to his aid. 

And under him the Bear convey M j 



Ver. 855.] That ftagger'd i&//». Edit. 1674., to i: 
iaclufive. 

Ver. 864, 865.] I would here obferve the judgn 
of the Poet : Mars is introduced to the Knight's 
vantage, as Pallas had been before to his diiappo 
mcnt. It was reafonable that the God of War ftic 
come in to his afHilance, fince a Goddefs had intere 
herfelf on the fide of his enemies (agreeably to Ho 
and Virgil). Had the Knight direaiy fallen to 
ground,, he had been probably difabled from fui 
action ; and confeciuently, the battle would too i 
have been determined; befiJes, we may obfcrv 
beautiful gradation, to the honour of the hero ; 
falls upon the Bear, the Bear breaks loofe, and 
fpe^tators run : fo that the Knight's fall is the prin 
cavic of this rout, and he might juftly, as he af 
wards did, afcribe the honour of the vidory to h 
fdf. 



-^^,.--,. ^ 
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The Bear, upon whofe foft ftir-gown 

The Knight with all his weight fell dowri. 

The friendly rug preferv'd the ground. 

And headlong Knight, from bruife or wound : 870 

Like feather-bed betwixt a wall. 

And heavy brunt of cannon-ball. 

As Sancho on a blanket fell. 

And had no hurt, our's far'd as well 

In body, though his mighty fpirit, 875 

Being heavy, did not fo well beai* it. 

The Bear was in a greater fright. 

Beat down, and worfted by the Knight j 

He roar'd, and rag'd, and flung about. 

To fhake off bondage from his fnout : 88q. 

His wrath inflamM, boird o*er, and from. 

His jaws of death he threw the foam;. 

Fury in ftranger ppftures threw him. 

And more than ever herald diew hira z- 

He tore the earth, which he had fav'd 885. 

From fquelch of. Knight, and ftormM and ravM, 

And vcxM the more, becaufe the harms . 

He felt were 'gainft the law of arms ; . 

For men he always took to be 

liis friends, and dogs the enemy;. 899 

Who never fo much hurt had done him,. 

As his own fide did falling on him j 

It griev'd him to the guts that they, 

For whom he *ad fought fo many a fray^. 

And ferv'd with lofs of blood fo long,, 89.5. 

Should o^r fuch inhuman wrong i , 
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Wrong of unfoldier-like condition^ 

For which he flung down his commifnon ; 

And laid about him, till his nofe 

From thrall of ring and cord broke loofe. ^09 

Soon as he felt himfelf enlargM, 

Through thlckeft of his foes he chargM^ 

And made way through th* amazed crew $ 

Some he o'er-ran, and fome o'erthrcw. 

But took none ; for by hafty flight 905 

He ftrove t' efcape purfuit of Knight, 

From whom he fled with as much hafte 

And dread as he the rabble chacM 3 

In hafle he fled, and fo did they. 

Each and his fear a feveral way. 910 

Crowdero only kept the field. 
Not flirring from the place he held, 
Though beaten down, and wounded fore 
I th' Fiddle, and a leg that bore 
One fide of him, not that of bone, 915 

But much its better, th* wooden one* 
He fpying Hudibras lie flrow*d 
Upon the ground, like log of wood. 
With fright of fall, fuppofed wound. 
And lofs of lu-ine, in a fwound, 9^0 

In 



Ver. 906.] Avoid the conquering Knight, In edi- 
tions 1674, i6t4, 1689, 1694, 1700, 1704. Reftpred 
1710, as above. 

Ver. 920.] caft ur fwound. In the two £r& edi- 
tion$ of 166^, 
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In hafte he fnatchM the wooden limb 

That hurt i' th' ankle lay by him. 

And, fitting it for fudden fight. 

Straight drew it up, t' attack the Knight } 

For getting up on fhimp and buckle, ^25 

He with the foe began to buckle. 

Vowing to be rcveng'd, for breach 

Of Crowd and fkin, upon the wretch. 

Sole author of all detriment 

He and his Fiddle underwent. 939 

But Ralpho (who had now begun 
T* adventure refurre^ion 
From heavy fquelch, and had got up 
Upon his legs, with fprained crup) 
Looking about, beheld pemicion 935 

Approaching Knight from fell mufician j 
He fnatch'd his whinyard up, that fled 
When he was falling off his fteed 
(As rats do from a falling houie). 
To hide itfelf from rage of blows ; 94JO 

And, wingM with fpeed and fury, flev/ 
To refcue Knight from black and blue ; 

Which 



Ver. 9x3.] And li&ing it, &c. In the two firft edi- 
tions of 1663. 

^ Ver. 9*4-1 to fall on Knigbt. In the two firft edi- 
tions of 1663. 

Ver, 935, 036.] Looking about, bebeld tbe Bardy-^ 
To cbarge the Knigbt entranced prepared. — Thus in 
editions 1674, X6I4, 16899 1694^ 1700, X;704. Re- 
fiored i7io« 
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Which ere he could atchieve, his fconce 

The leg encounter'd twice and once j 

And now *twa$ raisM to finite agen, a^e 

When Ralpho thnift himfelf between ^ 

He took the blow \ipon his arm, 

To fhield the Knight from further harm» 

And, joining wrath with force, beftow'd 

On th' wooden member fuch a load, ' 950 

That down it fell, and with it bore 

Crowdero, whom it propp'd before. 

To him the Squire right nimbly run. 

And fetting conquering foot upon 

Kis trunk, thus fpokc : What defperatc frenzy 955 

Made thee (thou whelp of Sin) to fancy 

Thyfelf, and all that coward rabble, 

T' encounter us in battle able ? 

How durft th', I fay, oppofe thy Cur/hip 

'Gainft arms, authority, and worfhip, ^64 

And Hudibras or me provoke, 

Though all thy limbs were heart of oak. 

And th' other half of thee as good 

To bear out blows as that of wood ? 

Could not the whipping-pod prevail, 965 

With all its rhetoric, nor the jail. 

To. 

Ver. 044.] Tb^ fkki encounter" d^ Sec* In the two firft 
editions. 

Ver. 947* ] on fide and ctrm. Two editions of. 
1663. 

Ver. 94S.I T^^eld the Kasgbt QBtxuiQ*dfrom barm; 
Jn the tvfo hv^ editioxK. 
5 
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To keep from flaying fcowrge thy &in> 

And ancle free from iron gin ? 

Which now thou flialt — but firft our carc 

Muft fee how Hudibras docs fare. '^jm 

This faid, he gently rais'd the Knight, 

And fet him on his bum upiight. 

To roufe him from lethargic dump. 

He tweak*d his nofe, with gentle thump^ 

I^nock^d on his breaft, as if *t had beeoi jt^j^ 

To raife the fpirits lodg'd within ; 

They, waken'd with the noife, did fly 

From inward room to window. eye. 

And gently opening lid, the cafement, 

LookM out, but yet with fome amazement*. ^tm 

This gladded Ralpho much to fee. 

Who thus befpoke the Knight. Quoth be,. 

Tweaking his nofe. You are, great Sir, 

A felf-dcnying conqueror j 

As high, victorious, and great, 985 

As e'er fought for the Churches yet>. 

If you will give yourfelf but leave 

To make out what y' already have j- 

That 's viftory. The foe, for dread: 

Of yoTir nine-worthinefs, is fled, 519^ 

All fave Crowdero, for whofe fake 

You did th' efppusM Caufe undertake i 

Aad he lies prifoner at your feet. 

To be difpos'd as you think meet. 

Either for life, or death, or fale, ytpj^ 

The galiowsj qjp perpetual jail i 
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For one wink of your powerful eye 
Muft fentence him to live or die. 
His Fiddle is your proper purchafe, 
Won in the fervice of the Churches j too9 

And by your doom muft be allowed 
To be, or be no more, a Crowd z 
For though fuccefs did not confer 
Juft title on the conqueror $ 

Though difpenfations were not ftrong 1095 

Cbnclufions whether right or wrong 5 
Although Out-goings did confirm^ 
And Owning we;:e but a meer term ; 
Yet as the wicked have no right 
To th' creature, though ufurp'd by might, lOiQ 

The property is in the faint, 
From whom they' injurioufly detain 't j 
Of him they hold their luxuries, 
Their dogs, their horfes, whores, and dice. 
Their riots, revels, mafks, delights, 10x5 

Pimps, buffoons, fiddlers, parafites 9 
All which the faints have title to. 
And ought t' enjoy, if they 'ad their due. 
What we take from them is no more 
Than what was ours by right before s j 020 

For 

Ver. I009,] It was a principle maintained by the 
Kebels of thofe days, that dominion is founded OB 
grace, and therefore if a man wanted grace (in their 
opinion) if he was not a faint or a godly man, he had 
no right to any lands, scods, or chattels. The Saints^ 
as the Squire fays, had a right to all, and might take 
itj wherever they had a power to do it. 
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For we are their true landlords ftill. 
And they our tenants but at will. 
At this the Knight began to rouze^ 
And by degrees grow valourous ; 
He ftar*d about, and feeing none 1025 

Of all his foes remain but one. 
He fnatchM his weapon that lay near him. 
And from the ground began to rear him. 
Vowing to make Crowdero pay 

For all the reft that ran away. io30 

But Ralpho now, in colder blood. 
His fury mildly thus withftood : 
Great Sir, quoth he, your mighty fpirit 
Is raisM too high ; this ilave does merit 
To be the hangman^s bufinefs, fooner 103 j[ 

Than from your hand to have the honour 
Of his deftru6Uon ; I that am 
A Nothingnefs in deed and name. 
Did fcom to hurt his forfeit carcafe^^ 
Or ill entreat his Fiddle or cafe : 2i04.# 

Will you, great Sir, that glory blot 
In cold blood, which you gained in hot ^ 
Will you employ your conquering fword 
To break a Fiddle, and your word ? 
For though I fought and overcame, 2045 

And quarter gave, 'twas in your name s 
For great commanders always own 
What 's proiperous by the foldier done. 
To fave, where you have power to kill,, 
Aegat$ your poiRrcr above your will 1 1050 

And 
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And that your will and power have lefs 

Than both might haVe of felfiflinefs. 

This power which, ndw alive, with dread 

He trembles at, if he were dead 

Wotild no more keep the (lave in awe. 

Than if you were a Knight of ftraw : 

For Death would then be his conqueror 

Not you, and free him from diat terror* 

If danger from his life accrue. 

Or honour from his death, to you, 

'Twere policy and honour too 

To do as you refolv'd to do : 

But, Sir, 'twould wrong your valour much. 

To fay it needs, or fears a crutch. 

Creat conquerors greater glory gain 

By foes in triumph led, than ilain s 

The laurels that adorn their brows 

Are pulPd from living, not dead boughs. 

And living foes : the greateft fame 

Of cripple ilain can be but lame : 

One half of him *8 already flain. 

The other is not worth your pain j 

Th' honour can but on one fide light, 

As worfliip did, when y' were dubbM Knight j 

Wherefore I think it better far 

To keep him prifbner of war. 

And let him faft in bonds abide. 

At court of juftice to be tryM j 

Where if h* appear Co bold or crafty. 

There may be danger in his fafety i 
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If any member there diflike • 
His fiice, or to his bfeard have ptque j 
Or if his death will fa^re or yield 
Revenge or fright, it is reveal'd^ 
Thomgh he has quai'ter, ne'erthetefs 1085' 

Y' hare power to hang him when you pleafe ; 
This has been often done by feme 
Of our great conquerors, you kiVow whom j 
And has by moft of us been held 
Wift juftice, and to forac reveafd ; 1096 

For words and promifes, that yoke 
The conqueror, are quickly broke ; 
Like Samfon's citth^ though by his owit 
Direction and advice put on. 

For if we fhould fight for the Cattfe 1095 

By rules of military laws. 
And only do what they call juft, 
The Caufe would qtiickly fall to duft. 
This we among ourfelves may Q>eak j 
But to the wicked or the weak xioo 

We 

Vcr. X084.] When the Rebels had taken a prifoner, 
though they gave hhn quarter, and promifed to fave 
bis life 5 yet if any of thfcm afterwaras thought it not 
proper that he ihqtld be faved, it was only faying it 
was revealed to him that fuch a one ihould die, and 
they hanged him up, notwithftanding the promifes be- 
fore made. Dr. South obferves of Harrifon the Regi- 
cide, a butcher by profefHon, and preaching Colonel in 
the Parliament army, " That he was notable for ha- 
** ving killed fevenu ajptcr quarter given by others, 
*• ufing thcfc" wwd6 In doing it j " Curfed: be he v<i\m^ 
f* 4oth the work of the JLord negligcatiy V^ 
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We muft be cautkmt to dcdare 
Perfeclion-tnithSy ibch as dieie are. 

This faidy the high outrageous mettle 
Of Knight began to cool and fettle. 
He likM the Squire^'s advice, and foon 11^5 

RefoIvM to iec the bufineis done ; 
And therefore chargM him firft to bind 
Crowdero^s- hands on rump behind^ 
And to its former place and ufe 

The wooden member to reduce^ %iim 

But force it take an oath before, 
Ne*er to bear arms againft him more*. 

Ralpho dirpatch.*d with fpeedy hafte,. 
And having tyM Crowdero faft. 
He gave Sir Knight the end of cord,. luS. 

To lead the captive of his fword 
In triumph, whilft the fteeds he caught,. 
And them to further fervice brought*. 
The Squire, in fta(e,.rQde on before,. 
Apd on his nut-brown whinyard bore. ij;i# 

The trophee- Fiddle and the cafe. 
Leaning on (houlder like a mace* 
The Knight himfelf did after ride,. 
Leading Crowdero by bis fidej 

And towM him, if he lagged behind^ 1115. 

Like boat, againftthe tide and wind; 

Thuf 

Ter. SI £2.] PlacM Mr Uh/huUer* Edidons i674#. 
1684, 1689,. i7og« Lcamg §m JkuUcr, rcftoni. 
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Thus grave and folemn they march on, 

Until quite through the town they 'ad gone \ 

At further end of which there ftand^ 

An ancien^caftie, that commands 11 3* 

Th' adjacent parts ; in all the fabrick 

You ihall not fee one ftone nor a brick, 

But all of wood, by powerful fpell 

Of magic made impregnable : 

There 's neither iron-bar nor gate, x 1 3 5 

Portcullis, chain, nor bolt, nor grate. 

And yet men durance there abide, 

In dungeon fcarce three inches wide ; 

Widi roof fo low, that under it 

They never (land, but lie or fit j 1 1^9 

And yet fo foul, that whofo is in. 

Is to the middle-leg in prifon ; 

In 



Vcr. II 30.] This is an enigmatical dcfcription of ji 
pair of ftocks and whipping-poft ; it is fo pompous and 
fublime, that we are furpriff^d fo noble a ftiufture could 
be raifed from fo ludicrous a fubje6l. We perceive 
wit and humour in the ftrongeft light in every part of 
the defcription : and how happily imagined is the pun 
in ver. X142! How ceremonious are the conquerors in 
difplaying the trophies of their viftory, and imprifon- 
ing the unhappy captive ! What a dilmal figure does 
he make at the dark profpe6l before him ! Ail thefe 
circumilances were neceflary to be fully exhibited, 
that the reader might commiferate his favourite Knight, 
when a change of fortune unhappily brought hira into 
Growdero'8 place. 



«i55 
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In circle magical confin'dy 

With walls of fubtle air and wind. 

Which none are able to break thorough, J14.C 

Until they 're freed by head of borough. 

Thither arrived, th' adventurous Knight 

And bold Squire from their fteeds alight 

At th* outward wall, near which there ftands 

A Baftile, built V imprifon hands ; u^* 

By ftrange enchantmejit made to fetter 

The lefler parts, and free the greater : 

For though the body may creep through. 

The hands in grate are faft enough : 

And when a circle 'bout the wrift 

Is made by beadle exorcift. 

The •' ily feels the fpur and fwitch, 

As if 'twere ridden poft by witch. 

At twenty miles an hour pace. 

And yet ne'er ftirs out of the place. i j6o 

On top of this there is a fpire, 

On which Sir Knight £rft bids the Squii*e 

The Fiddle, and its fpoils, the cafe, 

In manner of a trophee place. 

That done, they ope the trap-door gate, J165 

And let Crowdero down thereat, 

Crowdero making doleful face. 

Like hermit poor in penfive place. 

To dungeon they the wretch /«ommit. 

And the furvi vor of his feet $ 1 1 70 

But th' other, that had broke the peace, 

Ani head of Knighthood, they releafe. 

Though 
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lough a delmquent falfe and forged, 
^ being a ftrangcr, he 's enlarged, 
'hile his comrade, that did no hurt, "75 

dapp dnpfaft in prifon *■<»•'»•• 
, Juftice, while n»e winks at cnmes, 
nmibles on innocence fomeumes. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The fcatterM rout return and rally, 
Surround the place ; the Knight does CaHjf 
And is made prifoner : then they fcixe •* 
Th' inchanted fort by ftorm, releafc 
Crowdero, and put the Squire in *8 place f 
1 ihould have £rft faid Hudibras. 

AY me ! what perils do enyiron 
The man that meddles with cold iron I 
"What plaguy mifchiefs and mifhaps 
Do dog him ftill with after-claps ! 
For though Dame Fortune feem to fmile, 5 , 

And leer upon him, for a while. 
She '11 after Ihew him, in the nick 
Of all his glories, a dog-trick. 
This any man may fmg or fay 

I* th' ditty caird, What if a Day ? J9 

For Hudibras, who thought he 'ad wo» 
The Held, as certain as a gun. 

Aid 
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And having routed the whole troop. 
With viftory was cock-a-hoop, 

Thinking he 'ad done enough to purchaic 15 

Thankfgiving-day among the Churches, 
Wherein his mettle and brave worth 
Might be explained by holder-forth, 
.And regifter'd by fame eternal. 

In deathlefs pages of Diurnal, ao 

Found in few minutes, to his coft, 
~ He did but count without his hoft. 
And that a turniiile is more. certain 
Than, in events of war. Dame Fortune* 

For now the late faint-hearted rout, 25 

Overthrown and fcatterM round about, 
ChacM by the horror of their fear. 
From bloody fray of Knight and Bear, 
(All but the Dogs, who in pnrfuit 
Of the Knight's vi6lory flood to 't, 30 

And moft ignobly fought to get 
The honour of his blood and/weat) 
Seeing the coaft was free and clear 
O' the conquered and the conqueror. 
Took heart again, and fac'd about^ 35 

As if they meant To &SLn4 it out : 
For by this time the routed Bear, 
Attacked by th' enemy i' th' reari 

Finding 

Ver. 35.] Took heart again^ and fac" d about . Took 
heart oi grac^y \r\ the two firft editions of 1663. 

Ver. 37.] Urnoiv the half 'defeated Bear. Thus al- 
tered 1674, 1684, 16^9, 1694., '700- Reftorcd as abovc^ 
»7^4^ inf * H ^ 
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Finding their number grew too great 

For him to make a fafe rttrnt, mq 

Like a bold chieftain fac'd aboat ; 

But wifely doubting to hold cut, 

C^ave way to fortune, and with hafte 

FacM the proud foe, and fled, and fac'd. 

Retiring ftill, until he found ^5 

He 'ad got th' advantage of the ground. 

And then as val'antly made head 

To check the foe, and forthwith fled, 

Leaving no art untry*d, nor trick 

Of warrior ftout and politick, 50 

Until, in fpite of hot purfuit. 

He gain*d a pafs, to hbld difpute 

On better terms, and ftop the courfe 

Of the proud foe. With all his force 

He bravely charg'd, and for a while 55 

Forc'd their whole body to recoil 5 
But ftill their numbers £0 increased. 

He found himfelf at length opprefs'd. 
And all evafions Co uncertain, -v 

To favc himfelf for better fortune, 60 

That he refolv'd, rather than yield. 
To die with honour in the field. 

And fell his hide and carcafe at ^ 

A price as high and defperate 

As e'er he cony. This refolution 45 

. He forthwith put in execution, 
And bravely threw himfelf among 
The enemy, i' tb* greatcft throng 5 y, 

•Bit 
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But what could (ingle Valour do, 
Againft fo numerous a foe ? 70 

Yet much he did, indeed too much 
To be believed, where th' odds were fuch j 
But one again ft a multitude. 
Is more than mortal can make good : 
For while one party he opposM, 75 

His rear was fuddenly incIosM, 
And no room left him for retreat. 
Or fight, againft a foe ib great. 
For now the Maftives, charging home. 
To blows and handy-gripes were come j to 

While manfully himfelf he bore. 
And, fetting his right foot before,. 
He raisM himfelf to fliew how tali 
His perfon was above them all. 

This equal (hame and envy ftirr'd 85 

In th^ enemy, that one fhould beard 
So many warriors, and fo ftout. 
As he had done, and ftavM it out, 
Difdaining to lay down his arms. 
And yield on honourable terms. ^ 90 

Enraged thus, fome in the rear 
AttackM him, and fome every where,. 
Till down he fell ; yet falling fought. 
And, being down, ftill laid about ; 
As Widdrington, in doleful dumps, 9^ 

Is (aid to fight upon his ftumps. 

But all, alas ! had been ia vain. 
And lie inevitably (lain, 

H 4. V^ 
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If Trulla* and Cerdon ia tlie nick 

To RrTciie him had not been quick s m% 

For Trulla, who was light of foot. 

As ihafb which long-field Pardiians ihoot 

(But not fo light as to be borne 

Upon the ears of ftanding com. 

Or trip it o'er the water qoicker 105 

Than witches, when their ftaves diey liquor. 

As feme report) was got among 

The for2raoft of the martial throng ; 

There pitying the vanquifhM Bear, 

She caird to Cerdon, who ftood near, ii« 

Viewing the bloody fight ; to whom. 

Shall we (quoth (he) ftand ftill bum-drum^ 

And fee fiout Bruin, all alone. 

By numbers bafely overthrown ? 

Such feats already he *as atchievM, ii| 

In ftory not to be believed. 

And *twould to us be fhame enough. 

Not to attempt to fetch hun off. 

Iwoidd 

Ver. 102.] lis Jbafts luhicb long-field Paribians 
Jhoot, Thus it ftands in the two firil editions of 1663, 
and, I believe, in all the other editions to this time. 
Mr. Warburton is of opinion, that long-filed would be 
more proper; as the Parthians were ranged in long 
files, a difpofition proper for their manner of fighting, 
which was by fudden retreats and fudden charges. 
Mr. Smith, of Harlefton, in Norfolk, thinks that the 
following alteration of the line would be an improvt« 
nient ; 

As Jong' field fhafts, vrluch Parthians (hoot. 
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I would (quoth he) venture a^Iiinib 
To fecond thee, and TBf<ftiiP rh>m ; xt^ 

But then we mpft .about it .ftraigkt. 
Or clfe our aid will come too lat« j 
Quarter he fcoms, he is. fo ftouty 
And therefore cannot long hold out. 
This faid, they wav'd their weapons round vt^ 

About their head$ to dear rhe grouiid» 
Andy joining* fbrc^9 Uidsibout 
So fiercely, that th** araazed rOut 
Tum'd tail again, and (ftraight begun» 
A$ if the devil drove, to run. x^O 

Meanwhile they' approached the ^lace w^iere Bnun' 
Was now engaged to mdrtal ruin : 
The conquering foe thcy-foon affeird, 
Firft Trulla ftav'd, ai^l Cerdon tailM, 
Until their Maftives loosM their hold : * i^ 

And yet, alas 1 do what they could. 
The worfted Bear came off with ftore 
Of bloody wounds, but all before s 
F«r as Achilles, dipt in pond. 

Was anabaptizM free from wound, '" i^ 

Made proof againft deid-doing fteel 
All over, but the Pagan heel j 
So did our champion's arms defend 
All of him but the other end,*** 

His head and ears, which in the msMtial 14^ 

Encounter loft a leathern parcel : 
For as an Auftrian archduke onct « 

Had one ear (which in ducatoons 

1 ^* 
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U half die coin) in battle por'd 
Ck»(e to hi« bcad^ lb Bnun far*d$ r5D 

Bnt tDg^*d and poird oa tli* other Me, 
hike {crirener newly cmcify^d t 
Or like the late-correfled leathern 
Ears of th; circnmriled brethnen. 
But gentle Trolla tnto th* ring 155 

He wore in *t nofe conTey*d a ftnng. 
With which (he marchM before, and led 
The warrior to a grafly bed, 
A% authors write, in a cod fhade, 
:Which eglantine and ro(es made; ' ite 

CMt by a ibftiy murmonng ftream. 
Where lovers usM to loll and dream s 
There leaving him to his repofe, 
Securec? from purfuit of foes, 

Ajsd wanting nothing but a fong, 165 

And a well-tunM theorbo hung 
Upon a bough, tp eafe the pain 
His tugg*d ears fuffer'd, with a ftrain 
They both drew up, to march in queft *■ 

^Of his great lender and the rell. 170 

For Orfm (who was more rcnown'd 
For ftouit maintaining of his ground. 
In ftanding fight, than for purfuit. 
As being not fo^quick Of foot) 

Was not long able to keep pace 175 

With others that purfued the chacc. 
But found himfelf left fai- behind. 
Both out of heart and out of wind } 

Grieved 
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Griev'd to behold his Bear purfued 

So bafely by a multkude, 180 

And like to fall, not by the prowefs, 

"But numbers, of his coward foes. 

He ragMy and kept as heavy a roil as 

Stout Hercules for iofs of Hylasj 

Forcing the vallies to repeat 1S5 

,T^e accents of his fad regret : 

He beat his breaft, and tore his hair. 

For Iofs of his dear crony Bear, 

That Echo, from the hollow ground. 

His doleful wailings did refound 190 

More wiftfully, by many tinies. 

Than in fmall poets fplay-foot rhymes. 

That make her, in their ruthful ftorles , 

To anfwer^to int'rogatories. 

And moft unconfcionably depofe 195 

^ To things of which (he nothing knows j 

And when (he has faid all (he can fay> 

•Tis wrelled to the lover'*8 fancy. 

Quoth he, O whither, wicked Bruin, 

Art thou fled ? to ray Echo, Ruin. 20« 

, I. thought thou *adft fcom'd to budge a ftep 

For fear. Quoth Echo, Marry guep. 

Am 

Ver. 189, 190.] This pafTage is beautiful, not only 
as it is a movin? lamentation, and evidences our Poet 
' to be raafter of the pathetic as well as the fublime Ityle, 
but alfo as it comprehends a fine fatire upon that falfe 
kind of wit of making an echo talk feniibly, and give 
xatignal anfwers. 
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Am not I here to take thy part ? 

Then what has quail'd thy ftubbom I^art ? 

Have thefe bones rattled, and this head 205 

So often in thy quarrel bled ? 

Nor did I ever winch or grudge it 

For thy dear fake. Quoth fhe, Mum budget, 

Think'ft thou 'twill not be laid i* th' diih 

Thou turn'dft thy back? Quoth Echo, Pi fli, aio 

To run from thofe thou 'adft overcome. 

Thus cowardly ? Quoth Echo, Mum. 

But what a vengeance makes thee fly 

From me tooj as thine enemy ? 

Or, if thou, haft no thought of me,' »r5 

Nor what I have endur'd for thee. 

Yet fliame and honour might prevail 

To keep theelhus from turning tail : 

For who would grutch to fpend his blood in 

His honour's caufe ? Quoth flie, a Puddin, «xe 

This faid, his grief to anger tum'd, 

Which in his manly ftomach burn'd 5 

Thirft of revenge, and wrath, in place 

Of forrow, now began to blaze. 

He vow'd the authors of his woe 415 

Should equal vttigeance undergo. 

And with their bones and flefti pay dear 

For what he fufFer'd, and his Bear. 

This being refolv'd, with equal fpeed 

And rage he hafted to proceed >)• 

To a6lion ftraight ; and giving o'er ^ 

To fearch for Bruin any more. 
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He went in queft of Hudibras, 
To find him out where'er he was 5 
And, if he were above ground, vow'd. 235 

He M ferret him, lurk where he wou'd. 

But fcarce had he a furlong on 
This refolute adventure gone. 
When he encountered with that crew * 

Whom Hudibras did late fubdue. 24/9 

Honour, revenge, contempt, and (hame. 
Did equally their breads inflame. 
"*Mong thefe the fierce Magnano was. 
And Talgol, foe to Hudibras 5 

Cerdon and Colon, warriors flout, 24,5 

And refolute, as ever fought j 
Whom furious Orfin thus befpoke ; 

Shall we (quoth he) thus bafely brook 
The vile affront that paltry afs. 

And feeble fcoundrel, Hudibras, jt5« 

With that more paltry ragamuffin, 
Ralpho, with vapouring and huffing. 
Have put upon us, like tame cattle. 
As if they* had routed us in battle f 
For my part, it ftiall ne'er be faid 255 

I for the waftiing gave my head : 
Nor did I turn my back for fear 
O* th' rafcals, but lofs of my Bear, 
Which now Tm like to undergo j 
For whether thefe fell wounds, or no, 260 

He 

Vcr. 258.] Of tbetriy but lafing of my. ^^sar^'z^!^ 
aadali cdiuons to 1704, exclufive* 
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He has receivM In fight, are mortal. 

Is more than all my ikill can foretel j 

Nor do I know what is become 

Of him, more than the Pope of Rome: 

But if I can but find them out 165 

That causM it (as I ihall no doubt. 

Where'er they' in hugger-mugger lurk) 

ril -make them rue their handy-work. 

And wifli that they had rather dai^J 

To pull the devil by the beard.^ S70 

Quoth Cerdon, Noble Orfm, th' haft 
Great reafon to do as thouYay'ft, 
And fo has every body here. 
As well as thou haft, or thy Bear 1 
Others may do as they fee good 5 175 

But if this twig be made of wood 
That will hold tack, I'll make the fur 
Fly t>out the ears of that old cur. 
And th' other mungrel vermin, Ralph, 
That brav'd us all in his behalf. %%o 

Thy Bear is fafe, and out of peril. 
Though lugg'd indeed, and wounded very ill | 
Myfelf and Trulla made a fhift 
To help him out at a dead lift ; 
And having brought him bravely off, 185 

Have left him where he 's fafe enough : 
There let him reft j for if we ftay. 
The flaves may hap to get awiy. 

This faid, they all engaged to join 
Their fbrces in die fame dcfign, i^o 

And' 
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nd forthwith put themfelves^ in fearch 
of Hudibrasy upon their march : 
Where leave we them a while^ to tell 
What the viftorious Knight befel j 
For fuch, Crowdcro being fall 295 

In dungeon (hut, we left him lafl:. 
Triumphant laurels feemM to grow 
No-where fo green as g^n his brow, 
J«aden with which, as' well as tir'd 
With conquering toil, he now retir'd • / 300 

Unto a neighbouring caftle by, 
To reft his body, and apply 
Fit medicines to each glorious bruife 
lie ^ot in fight, reds, blacks, and blues j* 
To mollify th' uncafy pang 305 

Of every honourable ban^ 
Which being by fltilful midwife dreft. 
He laid him down to take his reft. 

Sut all in vain : he *ad got a hurt 
O* th' infidc, of a deadlier fort, jj^a 

By Cupid made, who took his ftand 
Upon a widow^s jointure land 
(For he, in all his amVous battles, 
lip *dvantage finds like goods and chattels). 
Drew home his bow, and, aiming right, 315 

Let fly an arrow at the Knight j 

The 

Vcr. 315, 316,'] In the two flrft editions of 1663, 
this aad l^e following line fbnd thus t 

1 At how he did, and aiming x\^j^ 

-An aiTO?r Ae let fly at KiiigUt 
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The (haft againft-a^rib did glance, 

And gall him in the purtenance : 

But time had fonvBwhat 'fwag'd his pti»,. 

After he found his fuit in vaan : 329. 

For that proud dame, for whom his foul 

Was burnt in 's belly like a coal 

(That be]ly that "fooft did ake^ 

And fuffer griping for her fake> 

Till purging comfits, and ant6"6ggs j%.$ 

Had almoft brought him off his legs) 

Us'd him fo like a bafe rafcallion. 

That old Pyg— -(what d* y' call him) mHiaUp 

That cut his miftrefs out of ftone. 

Had not fo hard a, hearted one. ^y^ 

§he had a thoufand jadifli tricks, 

Worfe than a mule that flings and kicks $ 

''Mong which one crofs-grain'd freak (he had^ 

As infolent as fti*ange, and mad 5 

She could love none but only fuch 335 

As. fcorn'd and hated her as much* 

'Twas a ftiange riddle of a lady j 

Not love, if any loy*d her : hey-day I 

So cowards never ufe their might. 

But againil fuch. a^ will not fighti 3^ 

So fome difcaf^s h^ve bieett found 

Only to feize upon the found. 

He that gets her by heart, muft fay her 

The back way, like a witch's prayer. 

Meamrhile 
Ver. 32S,J Hey-day I —^Ha day A iavail editions tiU 
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Meanvrhile the Knight had no fmall talk 345 

To compafs what he durft not afk : 
He loves, but dares not make the motion ; 
Her ignorance is his devotion : 
Like caitiff vile, that for mifd^eed 
Rides with his face to rump of fteed $ 350 

Or rowing fcull, he 's fain to love. 
Look one way, and another move ; 
Or like a tumbler that does play 
His g^me, and look another way. 
Until he feize upon the coney 5 3^^ 

Jiift fo does he by matrimony. 
But all in vain ; her fubtle fnout 
Did quickly wind his meaning out ; 
Which (he returned with too much fcom. 
To be by man of honour borne ; 360 

Yet much he bore, until the diftrefs 
He fufFcr'd from his fpiteful miftrefs 
Did (lir his ftofnach, and the pain^ 
He had endurM from her difdain^ 
Turn'd to regret fo refolute, 365 

That he i*efolv'd to wave his fult. 
And either to renounce her quite. 
Or for a while play leaft in fight. 
This refolution being put on. 

He kept fome months, and more had don«, 370 

But being brought fo nigh by Fate, 
The viftory he atchicv'd fo late 
Did fet his thoughts agog, and ope 
A door to difcontinued hope. 
Vol. L I ^TV-iX 
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That feemM to pramiie he mi^^ win 37 j 

Hi( dame too* now his haod was in ^ 

Asd that his valonry and the faoooar 

He *ad newlj gaiii*d« might wock iqwa hers 

Thele reafcms made his mooth to water 

With amorotu long^gt to be at her. jfo 

Quoth he, unto hlmfelf. Who knows 

But this brave conquefk o^er my foes 

May reach her heart, and make that ftDOfs 

As I but now have forc*d the troop ? 

If nothing can oppugn love, 3I5 

And virtue invious ways can profe^ 

What may not he confide to do. 

That brings both love and virtue too ? 

But thou bring*ft valour too, and wit. 

Two things that feldom fail to hit. 390 

VIdour *s a moufe-trap, wit a gin, 

Wliich women oft are taken in : 

Then, Hudibras, why ihouldft thou fear 

To be, that art a conqueror? 

Fortune the audacious doth juvari^ 395 

But lets the timidous roifcarry t 

Then, while the honour tho« haft got 

Is fpick-and-fpan new, piping hot, 

Strike her up bravely thou hadft beft. 

And truft thy fortune with the reft. 4^0 

Such thoughts as thefe the Knight did keep9> 

More than his bangs, or fleas, from fleep \ 

And as an owl, that in a bam 

Sees a moufe creeping in the coriit 

I Sits 
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fthi ftilli and (huts his round blue eye8> 405 

As if he ilepty until he Tpies 
The little beaft within his reach> 
Then-ftarts* and feizes on the wretch; 
So from his couch the Knight did (btrt^ 
^o feize upon the widow's heart, 411^ 

Crying, with hafty tone, and hoarCc, 
Ralpho> difpatch, to horfe, to horfe. 
And *twa8 but time ; for iiow the rout. 
We left engaged to feck him out, 
"'By fpeedy marches were advanced 41 5 

Up to the fort where he enfconc'd> 
And all th* aven\ies had pofTeft, 
About the place, from eaft to vrttt, 

'JThat done, a while they made a halt 
'¥0 view the ground, and where t' afTauIt : 420 

Then Caird a council, which was beft, 
By iiege or onflaught^ to inveft 
The enemy ; and 'twas agreed 
By ftorm and onilaught to proceed. 
'thii being refolv'd, in comely fort 425 

They now drew up t' attatk the fort) 
When Hudibras, aboU0lo enter 
Upon ahother-gates adventure, 
To Ralpho caird aloud to arm. 
Not dreaming of approaching ftorm. 43^ 

Whether Dame Fortune, or the care 
Of angel bad, or tutelar, ^ 

Did arm* or thruft him on a danger^ 
To which he wa« an utter ftrangcr^ • 

I 4 "TV<t 



>i6 BUTLER'S POEMS. 

That forefight might, or might not, blot 435 

The glory he had newly g;ot j 

Or to his ihame it might be faid. 

They took him napping in his bed. 

To them we leave it to expound. 

That deal in fciences profound. 44* 

His courfer fcarce he had beftrid. 
And Ralpho that on which he rid» 
When fetting ope the poftem gate. 
Which they thought beft to fally at. 
The foe appeared, drawn up and drillM, 445 

Ready to charge them in the field. 

This fomewhat ftartled the bold Knight, 

Surprised with th' unexpefted fight ; 

The bruifes of his bones and flefh 

He thought began to fmart afrefh 5 . 4^0 

Till, recollefting wonted courage. 

His fear was foon converted to rage. 

And thus he fpoke : The coward foe, 

Whom we but now gave quarter to. 

Look, yonder *s rallyM, and appears 4*^ 

As if they had out-run their feai*8 j 

The glory we did lately get^ 

The Fates command us to rq>eat$ 

And to their wills we muil fuccomb, 

f>uocunque trahunt, *tis our doom. 460 

This 

Ver. 437.] Sed is the fpelling ufed in all editions to 
1704, inclufive. Altered to y^;V, 1710, 

Vtr. 444.] To take the fields and fally at. In edit. 
lOj^y ajid the following ones, to 1704, cxclufivc. 
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This is the fame nuiueric crew 

Which we Co lately did fubdue j 

The felf-fame individuals that 

Did run, as mice do from a cat. 

When we coiirageoufly did wield 465 

Our martial weapons in the field. 

To tug for viftory : and when 

We fliall our Ihining blades agen 

B^'andiih in teiTor o*er our heads. 

They '11 ftraight refume their wonted dreads. 470 

Fear is an ague, that forfakes 

And haunts, by fits, thofe whom it takes i 

And they '11 opine they feel the pain 

And blows they felt to-day again. 

Then let us boldly charge them home, 475 

And make no doubt to oveixome. 
This faid, his courage to inflame^ 

He calTd upon his miilrefs' name. 

His piflol next he cock'd anew. 

And out his nut-brown whinyard drew; 480 

And, placing Ralpho in the front, 

Referv'd himfelf to bear the brunt, 
. As expert warriors ufe; then ply^d, 
/ With iron heel, his courfer's fide, 
/ Conveying fympathetic fpeed 4S5 

i From heel of Knight to heel of (bed. 

Meanwhile 

Vcr. 47**] And haunts by fits. Haunts by turns ^ in 
the two firfl editions of 1663. 
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Meanwhile the foe, with equal rage 
And fpeedy advancing tp engage^ 
Both parties now were drawn Co cloie, 
Almoft to come to handy-blows. 
When Orfin firft let fly a ftone 
At Ralpho ; not fo huge a one 
As that which Diomed did maul 
^neas on the bum withal 5 
Yet big enough, if rightly hurl'd, 
T' have fent him to another world. 
Whether above ground, or below. 
Which faints twice dipt ar^ deftinM to* 
The danger ftartled the bold Squire, 
And made him fome few fteps retire; 
But Hudibras advanced to 's aid. 
And rousM his fpirits, half difmayMi 
He wifely doubting left the fliot 
Of th' enemy, now growing hot. 
Might at a diftance gall, prefs'd clofe. 
To come pell-mell to handy-blows. 
And that he might their aim decline. 
Advanced ftill in an oblique line j 
But prudently forebore to Arc, 
Till breaft to breaft he had got nigher; 
As expert warriors ufe to do. 
When hand to hand they charge their fot. 
This order the adventurous Knight, 
Moft foldier-like, obfervM in fight. 
When Fortune (as (he *» wont) tucn'd fickle. 
And for the foe began to (tickle. 
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The more fhame for her Goodyfliip 
To ghrc Co near a friend the flip. 
For Colon, chufing out a ftone, 
Leverd fo right, it thumpM upon 520 

His manly paunch with fuch a force. 
As almoil beat him off his horfe. 
He loosM his whinyard, and the rein. 
But laying faft hold on the mane, 
Preferred his feat : and as a goofe 51J 

In death contra6ls his talons clofe. 
So did the Knight, and with one claw. 
The tricker of his piftol draw. 
The gun went off $ and as it was 
Still fatal to ftout Hudibras, 539 

In all his feats of arms, when leaft 
He dreamt of it to profper beft. 
So now he far*d : the fliot, let fly 
At random 'mong the enemy, 

Picrc'd Talgol's gabardine, and grazing 535^ 

Upon his flioulder, in the pafling 
LodgM in Magnano*s brafs habergeoni 
Who ftraight, A furgeoii cry*d,, A furgeont. 
He tumbled down, and, as he fell. 
Did Murther, Murwiv. Murther, yell. 540 

This 

^ 

Ver. 5*3.] \H> loosed bis njubinyard. Thus it ftand§- 
in the flrft editions of 1663. Altered, 1674, to, He 
loosed bis 'weapon: fo it continued to 1700* Alteredj 
1704, to, He loft, bis fwbyniard, 

I* 
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This ftartled their whole body foy 
That if the Knight had not let go 
His arms, but been in warlike plight. 
He *ad won (the fecond time) the fight 5 
As, if the Squire h^ but fall'n on, 5^1^ 

He had inevitably done. 
But he, diverted with the care 
Of Hudibras's hurt, forbare 
To prefs th' advantage of his fortune. 
While danger did the reft difhearten. 55* 

For he with Cerdon being cngag'd 
In clofe encounter, they both wag*d 
The fight fo well, 'twas hard to fay 
Which fide was like to get the day. 
And now the bufy work of Death 555 

Had tir'd them fo, they 'greed to breathe. 
Preparing to renew the fight. 
When the difafter of the Knight, 
And th' other party, did divert 

Their fell intent, and forc'd them part. 560 

Ralpho 

Ver. 545.] In the two firft editions, for this and the 
three following lines thefe two are ufisd. 

As Ralpho might, but he with care 
Of Hudibras his hurt forbare, 

Ver, 548.] In 1674, Hudibras bis ivound, to 1704, 
exclufive. 

*Ver. 551.] He bad ivitb Cerdon^ &c. Editions 1674 
101704, exclufive. 

Ver. 553.] So dejperately. 1674, &c.. 

Ver. 560.] And force their fullen rage to part. Thus 
altered 1674, to 1704, exclufive. 
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Ralpho prcfs'd up to Hudibras, • 
And Cerdon where Magnano was. 
Each driving to confirm his party 
With flout encouragements and hearty. 

Quoth Ralpho, Courage, valiant Si*, ^6$ 

And let revenge and honour ftir 
Your fpirits up ', once more fall on# 
The ftiatter'd foe begins to run : 
For if but half fo well you knew 
To ufe your viShory as fubdue, 570 

They durft not, after fuch a blow 
As .you have given them, face us now^ 
But from fo foimidable a foldier 
Had fled like crows when they fmell powder^ 
Thrice have they feen your fword aloft 575 

Wav'd o'er their heads, and fled as oft 5 
But if you let them recollefl 
Their fpirits, now difmay''d and checkt* 
You '11 have a harder game to play. 
Than yet ye 'ave had, to get the day. 5S0 

. Thus fpoke the flout Squire, but was heard 
^ Hudibras with (mail regard. 
His thoughts were fuller of the bang 
He lately took, than Ra]ph*s hai-angue i 
To which he anfwer'd. Cruel Fate ^85 

Tells me thy counfel comes too late. 
The knotted blood within my hofe. 
That from my wounded body flows. 

With 

Ver. 587.} Tbe knotted bloods Thus it is in all edi« 
dons to i7io» and then altered to dotteibloQdn 
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With mortal criiis doth portend 
I My days to appropinque an end. 
I am for a£lion now unfit. 
Either of fortitude or wit. 
Fortune, my foe, begins to frown, 
Refolv*d to pull my ftomach down. 
J am not apt, upon a wound^ 
Or trivial bailing, to defpond ; 
Yet I'd be loth my days to curtail 5 
For if I thought my wounds not mortal. 
Or that we *ad time enough ^s yet 
To make an henouraUe retreat, 
'Twei-e the beft courfe 5 but if they find 
We fly, and leave our arms behind, 
For them to feize on, the diihonour, 
And danger too, is fuch, I'll fooner 
Stand to it boldly, and take quaiter. 
To let them fee I am no ftarter. 
In all the trade of war no feat 
Is nobler than a brave retreat : 
For thofe that nin away, and fly. 
Take place at leaft o' th' enemy. 

This faid, the Squire, with a£Uve fpeed» 
pifmounted from his bony fteed. 
To feize the arms which, by mifchance. 
Fell from the bold Knight in a trance : 



Ver. 597.] CurtaL In all editions to 17041 ir 
Ver. 609, 610.] Not in the two firft edit 
J 66 J, but added in 1674. 
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Thefe^being found out, and reStofd 6i$ 

^I^ Hudibrasy their natural lord. 

As a man may fay, with might and mala 

He hafted to get up again. 

Thrice he eflayM to mount aloft. 

But, by his weighty bum, as oft <i#. 

He was pullM back, till having found 

Th' advantage of the rifing ground. 

Thither he led his warlike fteed. 

And having placM him right, with fpeed 

PreparM again to fcale the beaft ; i^^ 

"Mrh^n Orfin, who had newly dreft 

The bloody fear upon the fhouldef 

Of Talgol with Promethean powder. 

And now was fear«hing for the (hot 

That laid Magnano on the fpot^ ^3# 

Bdield the fturdy Squire aforefaid. 

Preparing to climb up his horfe-fide } 

He left his cure, and laying hold 

Upon his arms, with courage Ix^d 

Cry'd out, 'Tis now no time to d^lly^ 635 

Th« enemy begin to rally ; 

Let us that are unhurt and whole 

Fall on, and happy man be ^s dole* 



TWa 



Ven 617.] 

The a6Uve Squire, with might and maiiiy 
PreparM in hafte t* mount again. 

TluM alten4 1674. Reftored 1704. 
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This faiil, like to a thunderbolt, 
lit- Hew with fury to th' aflault, 6^ 

Striving th' enemy to attack 
lict'ort; he reachM his horfe's back. 
Kalpho was mounted now, and gotten 
O'vrthwart his beaft with active vaulting. 
Wriggling his body to recover 44.5 

His Icat, and caft his right leg orer i 
When Oriin, ruihing in, beftowM 
On horle and man To heavy a load. 
The bcatt was ftartled, and begun 
To kick and fling like mad, and run. €$9 

Kcuing the tough Squire like a iack> 
Or liout King Richard, on his back ; 
TiU» ttumbling, he threw him down^ 
Sfc)!^ bruis'd» and caft into a fwoon. 
Me^ui while the Knight began to roufe 455 

The iparkles of hi$ wonted proweis & 
>U' thiuli hi$ hand into hi$ ho4e. 
And found, both by his eyes and nafcs 
' I'was only choIer> and not blood. 
That from his wounded body ilowM. tfo 

rhi$» with the hazard of the Squire^ 
Iniiaru^d him widk deipiteful ire ^ 
Courageoully he iac*d about, 
.\nd ditfw hi« other pidiol out ; 

And now had half way bent the cock, ift^ 

When C;:niott gav« fo fierce a ihock. 
With ihirdy truncbeon, dxwart his arm, 
Ihat down it f«U» and did no harm y 

T!itt 
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Then ftoutly prefling on with fpeed, 

Aflay'd to pull him off his fteed, 670 

The Knight his fword had only left. 

With which he Cerdon's head had cleft. 

Or at the leaft crop'd off a limb,. 

But Orfin came, and refcued him. 

He with his lance attackM the Knight €^5 

Upon his quarters oppoiite s , 

But as a barque, that in foul weather,. 

Tofs'd by two advcife winds together,.. 

Is bruisM and beaten to and fro. 

And knows not which to turn him to j . 6€o 

So farM the Knight between two foes. 

And knew not w;hich of them t* oppofe ^ 

Till Orfm, charging with lus lance 

At Hudibras, by fpiteful chance 

, I^t Cerdon fuch a bang, as ftunn'd C85 

And laid him flat upon the ground. 

At this the Knight began to cheer up 

And, raiflng up himfelf on ftirrup, 

CryM cut, ¥ii3oria \ lie thou there. 

And I fhall ftraight difpatch another 69a 

To bear thee company in deathj 

But firft 1*11 halt a while, and breathe.; 

As well he might 5 for Orfin, griev'd 

At th* wound that Cerdon had received, 

Ran to relieve him with his lore, ^95 

And cure the hurt he gave before. 

Meanwhile the Knight had wheePd about 

70 breathe bimfclfi and next find nyxt 

Th' 
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Th* advantage of die gi-otind, where beft 
<He might the ruffled foe infeft. ^e# 

This being refoIvM, he fpurrM his fteed^ 
To run at Orfin widi Aill fpeed. 
While he was bufy in the care 
Of Cerdon*8 wound, and unawafe | 
• BTit he was quick, and had already 70J 

Unto the part appIyM remedy 5 
And feeing th^ enemy prepared. 
Drew up, and ftood upon his guard t 
Then like a warrior right expert 

'And ikilful in the martial art, 710 

The fubtle Knight ftraight made a halt. 
And judgM k beft to ftay th' aflault. 
Until he had relieved the Squire, 
And then (in order) to retire j 

: Or, as occaflon ihould invite, 715 

With forces join'd renew the fight. 
Ralpho, by this time difentranc'd^ 
Upon his bum himfielf advancM, 
Though forely bruisM $ his limbs all o*cr 
With ruthlefs bangs were ftiff and fore i 7s# 

Right fain he would have got upon 
His feet again^ to get him gone^ 
When Hudibras to aid him came. 

Quoth he (and callM him by his name) 
Courage, the day at length is ours, 715 

And we once more, as conquerors. 
Have both the field and honour won i 
The foe is profligate and nm a 

I meai 
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I mean all fuch as cin, for foine 
^This hand hath fent to their long home ^ 730 

And fome lie fprawling on the ground^ 
With many a gafh and bloody wound* 
Csfar himfelf could never fay 
He got two victories in a day) 

As I have done, that can fay^ twice I 735 

Jn one day vent, t/iJi, *vicim 
The foe ^t fo numerous, that we 
Cannot fo often vincere. 
And they ftrire, and yet enow 
Be left to ftrike an after-blow ^ ^^ 

Then, left they rally, and once more 
Put us to fight the budnefs o^r. 
Get up, and mount thy fteed i difpatch^ 
And let us both their motions watch. 
Quoth Ralph, I ihould not, if I were 745 

In cafe for a6(ion, now be here ; 
Nor have I tum*d my back, or hang'd 
An arfe, for fear of being bangM. 
It was for you I got thefe harms, 
. Adventuring to fetch off your arms. 75* 

The blows and drubs I have received. 
Have bruisM my body, and bereav'd 
My limbs of ftrength t unlefs you ftoop^ 
And reach your hands to pull me up, 
I fiiall lie here, and be a prey 755 

To thofe who now are run away. 

That thou ihalt not (quoth Hudibiai |> 
We fead, the Ancients held it was 

Mors 
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More honourable i^s fernjare 

Ct*vem^ than flay an adverfary j ^^ 

The one we oft to-day have done, * 

The other fliall difpatch anon : 

And though thou 'rt of a different church,. 

I- will not leave thee in the lurch. 

This faid, he jogg'd his good fteed nighcr, 76-5 

And fteer'd him gently towaids the Squire, 

Then bowing down his body, ftretch'd 

His hand out, and at Ralpho reach'd ; 

When Trulla, whom he did not mind; 

Charg'd him like lightening behind", 779 

She had been long in fearch about- 

Magnano's wound, to find it out, 

But could find noncj nor where the (hot 

That had fo ftartled him was got : 

But, having found the worft was paft, yy^ 

She fell to her own work at laft. 

The pillage of the prifoners, 

Which in all feats of arms was her's j 

And now to plunder Ralph (he flew. 

When Hudibras's hard fate drew 

To fuccour him 5 for as he bow*d 

To help him up, (he laid a loadx 

Of blows fo heavy, and plac*d {o well. 

On th' other fide, that down he fell. 

Yield, fcoundrel bafe, (quoth (he) or die \ 7S5 

Thy life is mine, and liberty ; 

But if thou think^ft I took thee tardy. 

And dar'ft prefume to be fo hardy 

T« 
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To try thy fortune o'er afrefli, 

I'll wave my title to thy flefti, 790 

Thy arms and baggage, now my right. 
And, if thou haft the heart to try 't, 
1*11 lend thee back thyfelf a wliile. 
And once more, for that carcafe vile,. 
Fight upon tick. — Quoth Hudibras,. 795 

Thou ofFer'ft nobly, valiant lafs. 
And I Ihall take thee at thy word. 
Firft let me rife and take my fword 5 
That fword which has fo oft this day 
Through fquadrons of my foes made way,. 800 

And fome to other worlds difpatcht, 
t^ow with a feeble fpinfter matcht. 
Will blufh, with blood ignoble ftain'd, 
By which no honour 's to be gained : 
But if thou 'It take m' advice in this, &05 

Confider, whilft thou may 'ft,, what 'tis- 
To interrupt a victor's courfe, 
B' oppofmg fuch a trivial force : . 
For if with conqucft I. come off, 
(And that I (halt do fure enough) Sio 

Quarter thou canft not have, nor grace. 
By law of arras, in fuch a cafe j. 

Both 

Vcr. 791— 795.] What :! generous and undaunted 
heroine was Tniila ! She makes the greateft figure in 
the 'Canto, and alone conquers the valiant hero of the 
Poem. There are few inftances, I believe, in cither. 
romance or hiftory that come up to this* . 

. \ou I. ' k: 
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Beth which I now do offer freely. 

I fcom (quoth ihe) thou coxcomb filly, 

(Clapping her hand upon her bracch. Si 5 

To (hew how much (he pnizM his fpccch) 

Quarter or counfcl from a foe ; 

If thou canft force me to it, do: 

But left it ihould again be faid. 

When I hare once more won thy head, S20 

I took thee napping, unprepared. 

Arm, and betake thee to thy guard. 

This faid, (he to her tackle fell. 
And on the Knight let fall a peal 
Of blows fo fierce, and prefs'd Co home, S15 

That he rctir'd, and foUowM 's bum. 
Stand to 't (quoth Ihc) or yield to mercy j 
It is not fighting arfie-'verjie 
Shall ferve thy turn. — This ftirrM his fpleen 
More than the danger he was in, S39 

The blows he felt, or was to feel, 
Although th' already made him reel 5 
Honour, defpight, revenge, and fhame. 
At once into his ftomach came j 

Which fir'd it Co, he rais'd his arm S35 

Above his head, and rain'd a ftorm 
Of blows fo terrible and thick. 
As if he meant to hafh her quick : 
But Hic upon her truncheon took them. 
And by oblique diverfion broke them, S4# 

Waiting an opportunity 
To pay all back with ufury, 

Wftick 
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Which long ihe feii'd not of j for now 

The Knight with one dead-doing blow 

l^olving to decide the fight, S45 

And fhe with quick and cunning fleight 

Avoiding it, the force and weight 

He chargM upon it Was fo great. 

As almoft fway'd him to the ground : 

No fooner fhe th^ advantage found, %^% 

But in fhe flew ; and ieconding, 

With home-made thrufl, the heavy fwing, 

She laid him fiat upon his fide, 

And, mounting on his ti-unk aflride, 

Qgoth fhe, I told thee what would come 85^ 

Of all thy vapouring, bafe fcum : 

Say, will the law of arras allow 

I may have grace and quartex* now ? ' 

Or wilt thou rather break thy word. 

And flain thine honour, than thy fword ? S6* 

A man of war to damn his foul, 

In bafely breaking 4iis parole j 

And 

Ver. 856.] Inftead of this and the nine following 
lines, in edition 1674, and the following editions, 
thefe four ftood in the ^wo £rA edition^ of 1663 ^ 

Shall I have quarter now, you ruffin ? 

Or wilt thou be worfe than thy huffing ? 

Tbou faidft th' wouldft kill me, marry wouldft thou ! 

Why dofl thou not, thou Jack-a-nods thou ? 

K 1 
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And when before the fight, th' had*ft vow'd 

To give no quarter in cold blood 5 

Now thou haft got me for a Tartar, 16^ 

To make m' agalnft my will take quarter. 

Why doft not put me to the fword. 

But cowardly fly from thy word ? 

Quoth Hudibras, The day 's thine own ; 
Thou and thy ftars have caft me down : tj0 

My laurels are tranfplanted now. 
And flcurifh on thy conquering brow ^ 
My lofs of honour *s great enough, 
Thou needft net brand it with a feoff : 
Sarcafms may cclipfe thine own, S/j 

But cannot blur my loft renown i 
I am not now in Fortune's power. 
He that is down can fall no lower. 
The ancient heroes were illuftrious 
For being benign, and not bluftrous fSa 

Againft a vanquifli'd foe : their fword^ 
Were (harp and trenchant, not their words 5 
And did in fight but cut work out 
T' employ their courtefies about. 

Quoth hie. Although thou haft defcrv'd, 8S5 

Bafc Slubberdegullion, to be ferv*d 
As thou didft vow to deal with me. 
If thou hadft got the viftory. 
Yet I ftiall rather aft a part 

That fuits my fame, than thy defert. tfO 

Thy arms, thy liberty, befide 
Ail that '8 on th* outfide of thy bide. 

Art 
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Are mine by mijitary law. 
Of which I will not bate one flraw ; 
The reft, thy life and limbs, once more, J95 

Though doubly forfeit, I reftore. 
Quoth Hudibras,-It is too late 
F©H me to treat <^r ftipulate 5 
What thou comm^ad'ft I muft obey 5 
Yet thofe whom I expung'd to-day, ^co 

Of thine own p^rty, I let go, 
And gave them life a^d freedom too. 
Both Dogs and B^r, upon their parole. 
Whom I took prisfbuers in this quarrel. 
Quoth Trulla, Whether thou or they 905 

Let one another run away, 
Concerns not nie ; but was *t not thou 
nri^t gave Crowdero quarter too ? 
Crowdero whom, in irons bound, 
Thou bafely threw*il into Lob's pound, * 916 

Where ftill he lies, and with regret 
His generous bowels rage and fret : 
Si|t now thy carcafe (hall redeem, 
And ferve to be exchangM for him. 

This 

• Ver. 913, 914.] This was but an equitable retalir.- 
tion, though very difgraceful to one of the Knight\ 
ftation. Is not the Poet to be- blamed for bringing his 
hero to fuch a direful condition, and for rcprefenting 
him as ftript and degraded by a trull ? No, certainly. 
It was her right, by the law of arms (which the Poet 
muft obferve), to ufe her captive at her pleafure. Trulla 
K 3 aaed 
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This faid, the Knight did ftraight fubmit 915 

And laid his weapons at her feet. 

Next he difrobM his gabardine. 

And with it did himfelf refign. 

She took it, and forthwith divefting 

The mantle that fhe wore, faid jefting, |9d 

Take that, and wear it for my fake | 

Then threw it o'er his fhirdy back. 

And as the French, we conqiier'*d once. 

Now give us laws for pantaloons. 

The length of breeches, and the gathers, 915 

Port- cannons, perriwigs^ and featncrs i 

Juft fo the proud infulting lafs 

Array'd and dighted Hudibras. 

Meanwhile the other champions^ yerft 

In I urry of the fight difperft, fi% 

A rriv'd, when Trulla won the day. 

To (hare i' th' honour and the prey. 

And out of Hudibras's hide 

With vengeance to be fatisfy'd ; 

Which now they were about to pour 931 

Upon him in a wooden fliower, 

But Trulla thruft herfelf between. 

And ftriding o'er his back again, 

Shf 

a£led more honourably by him than he expe^ed, and 
gcneroufly fcrcened him from a threatening horm, ready 
to be poured on him by her comrades. With what 
} omp and folemnity does this famous heroine lead the 
ca;uve in triumph to the ftocks, to the eternal honour 
iff her fex I 
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She brandiftiM o'er her head his fword, 

And vow'd they fhould not break her word j 94.0 

She 'ad giv'n him quarter, and her blood. 

Or theirs, (hould make that quarter good j 

For fhe was bound, by law of arms, 

To fee him fafe from ftirther harms. 

In dungeon deep Crowderd, caft 945 

By Hudibras, as yet lay faft. 

Where, to the hard and rutlilefs ftones> 

His great heart made pei7>etual moans j 

Him (he refolv'd that Hudibras 

Should ranfom, and fupply his place. 950 

This ftoppM their fury, and the bailing 
Which towards Hudibras was hafting ; 
They thought it was but )uft and right 
That what ihe had atchievM in fight 
She (hould difpofe of how (he pleas'd ; 955 

Crowdero ought to be released : 
Nor could that any way be done 
So well as this (he pitch'd upon : 
For who a better could imagine ? 
This therefore they refolvM f engage in, 960 

The Knight and Squire firft ihey made 
Rife from the ground where they were laid, 
Then mounted both upon their horfes. 
But with their faces to the arfes, 
Orfin led Hudibras's beaft, 965 

And Talgol that which Ralpho prcft j 
Whom (tout Magnano, valiant Cerdon, 
And Colon, waited as a guard on | 

K 4- All 
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All uftiering Tnilla in the rear. 

With th' arms of either prifoncr. q«o 

In this proud order and array 

They put themfelves upon their way. 

Striving to reach th' inchanted Ca&le, 

Where ftout Crowdero' in durance lay ftill. 

Thither with greater fpeed than ihows * Mt 

And triumph over conquerM foes 

X)o ufe t' allow, or than the Bears, 

Or pageants borne before lord-mayors. 

Are wont to ufe, they foon arriv'd, 

J n order foldier-like contrivM, ^go 

Still marching in a warlike pofture. 

As fit for battle as for mufter. 

The Knight and Squire they iirft unhorfc. 

And bending *gainft the fort their force. 

They all advancM, and round about ^%e 

Begirt the magical redoubt. 

Magnan* led up in this adventure. 

And made way for the reft to enter : 

For he was fkilful in Black Art, 

No lefs than he that built the fort, ^^o 

And with an iron mace laid flat 

A breach, which ftraight all enter'd at. 

And in the wooden dungeon found 

Crowdero laid upoa the ground : 

Him they releafe from durance bafe, ^^e 

Hcftor'd t' his Fiddle and his cafe. 

And liberty, his thirfty rage 

With lufcious vengeance to afluage ; 

For 
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For he no fooner was at large. 

But TruUa ftraight brought on the charge, 1000 

And in the felf'^rame lirabo put 

The Knight and Squire where he was fliut ; 

Where leaving them in Hockley-i'-th'-Jiple, 

Th^ir bangs and durance to condole^ 

Confin*d and conjured into narrow 1005 

Enchanted xnanfion to know forrow^ 

In the fame order and array 

Which they advanced, they march'd away: 

ButHudibras, who rcom''d to ftoop 

To Fortune, or be faid to droop, 10 xo 

Cheered up himfelf with ends of verfe. 

And fayings of philofophers. 

Quojb k^ :Th' one haff of man, his mind. 
If, Jiii juriSf unc^nfin'd. 

And cannot be laid by the heels, 10x5 

Whatever _the other moiety, feels. 
'Tis not reftraint, or liberty, 
That makes men prifoners or free j 
But perturbations that poffefs 

The mind, or equanimities. 1020 

The whole world was not half fo wide 
To Alexander, when he cryM, 
Becaufe he had but one to fubdue. 
As was a paltry narrow tub to 

Diogenes j 

Ver. 1003.] fTbere leaguing them in Hockley -t* th^- 
hole. Altered, 1674, to, V the wretched hole. Ref- 
tored, 1704* 
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Diogenes ; who is not faid jQ2t 

(For aught that ever I could read) 

To whine, put finger i* th' eye, and fob, 

Becaufe he 'ad ne*er another tub. 

The Ancients make two federal kinds 

Of prowefs in heroic minds, j^m^ 

The active and the paiHve varant, 

Both which are part libra gallant j 

For both to give blows, and to caxr^'j 

In fights are equi-ncceffary : 

But in defeats the paflive ftout 1035 

Are always found to ftand it out 

Moft defpcratelr, and to out-do : :; . 

The active, 'gainft a conquering fbew* 

Though we with blacks and blues trt Aiggird, 

Or, as the vulgar fay, are cudgePd, 1040 

He that is valiant, and dares fight. 

Though drubb'd, can lofe no honour by 't. 

Honour 's a leafe for lives to come, 

And cannot be extended from 

The legal tenant : 'tis a chattel J045 

Not to be forfeited in battle. 

If he that in the field is flain. 

Be in the bed of Honour lain, 

Ke that is beaten may be faid 

To lie in Honour's truckle-bed. 10^0 

For as we fee th' eclipfed fun 

By mortals is more gaz'd upon 

Than when, adorned with all hi6 light. 

He fhines in fcrcne Iky moft bright j 



MUDIBRAS; PAittL Canto III. 13^ 

So valour, in a low eftate, 1&55 

Is moft admir'd and wonder'd at. 

Qopth Ralph, How gteat I do ilot know 
We may by being beaten grow 5 
But none, that foe how here we fit^ 
Will judge us overgrown with wit. 1060 

As Gifted Brethi-en^ preaching by 
A carnal hour-ghtfs, do imply 
Illumination can convfcy 
Into them what they have to fey, 
But not how much ; fo well enough 1065 

Know you to charge, but not draw off: 
F6r who, vfttkout a cap and bauble. 
Having fubdued a Bear and rabble. 
And might with honour have come offf 
Would put it to a fecond proof i t07« 

A politic exploit, right fit 
For Prefbyterian zeal and wit^ 

Quoth 

Ver. 1061, 1062.] In Aofc ddys there was always 
an hour-glafs flood by the pulpit, in a frame of iron 
made on purpofe for it, and fattened to the board on 
which the cufhion lay, that it might be vifible to the 
whole congregation $ who, if the fermon did not hold 
till the glafs was out (which was turned up as foon 
as the text was taken), would fay that the preacher was 
Jazy ; and if he held out much longer, would yawn and 
ftretch, and by thofe figns fignify to die preacher that 
they began to be wesury of his difcourfe, and wanted 
to be difmiifed. Thefe kour-j^laffes remained in fome 
churches till within thefe forty years. 

Ver. 1072. } Ralpho looked upojn their ill plight to 
be owing to his mafter's bad conduct j and, to vent his 
3 t^torai^wx^ 
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Quoth Hudibrasy That cuckoo's tone, 
Ralphoy thou always harp''ft upon : 
When thou tit any thing wouldft rail, 1075 

Thou tak'ft Pre&ytery, thy fcalc. 
To take the height on % and explain 
To what degree it ie profane 5 
Whatsoever will not with (thy what-d*-ye-call} 
Thy Light jump right, thou calPft Synodkal s loSo 
As if Prefbytery were a ftandard 
To fize whatfoever 's to be ilanderM. 
Doft not remember how this day 
Thou to my beard waft bold to fay. 
That thou couldft prove Bear-baiting equal 1085 

With Synods, orthodox and legal ? 
Do, if thou caaft, for I deny 't. 
And dare thee to 't with all thy light. 

Quoth Ralpho, Truly that is no 
Hard matter for a man to do, XO90 

That has but any guts in 's brains, 
And could believe it worth his pains : 
But fmce you dare and urge me to it. 
You '11 find I 've light enough to do it. 

Synods are myftical Bear-gardens, X095 

Where Elders, Deputies, Church-wardens, 

And 

refentment, he fatirizes him in the moft afFcfting part 
of his charafter, his religion : this, by degrees, brings 
on the old arguments about Synods. The Poet, who 
thought he had not fufficiently la(hed clalRcal aflem- 
blies, very judiciouily completes it, now there is fiUl 
hifure for iu -» 
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And other Members of the Court, 

Manage the Babylonifh fport^ 

For Prolocutor, Scribe, and Bear- ward,. 

J!)o* differ only in a niere word. i^io* 

Both are but feveral fynagogues 

Of carnal men, and Bears and Dogs : 

Both antichriilian aflemblies. 

To mifchief bent ks far 's in them Ifes s 

jftoth ftave and tail, with fierce contefts, X105. 

The one with men, the other beads.. 

The difference is, the one fights with 

The tongue, the other with the teeth 5 

And that they bait b\it Bears in this, 

in th' other Souls and Confciences 5 1110 

Where Saints themfelves are brought to flake 

For Gofpel-light and Confcience' fake j 

ExposM to Sribcs and Prefbyters, 

Inftead of Maftive Dogs and Curs 5 

Than whom they 'vc lefs humanity, 1115 

For thefe at fouls of men will fly. 

This to the Prophh did appear, 

Who in a vifion faw a Bear, 

Prefiguring the beaftly rage 

f)f Church -rule, in this latter age 5, 1 1 zo 

As is demonllrated at full 

By him that bsiited the Pope's Bull, 

Bears naturally are beafls of prey, 

That live by rapine 5 fb do they. 

iVhat are their Orders, Conftitutions, 1125 

Churcb-cenfures, Cuffcs^ Abfolutioasi. . 
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But feveral myftic chaips they m^ke. 

To tie poor Chriftians to the ^aJcLC f 

And then fet Heathen officers, 

Inftead of Dogs, about their ea^*s, j,i jt 

For to prohibit and difpenfe. 

To find out, or to m^e ofFei>ce ; 

Of hell and heaven to difpofe, 

To play with fouls at faft and loofc % 

To fet what chai-jif^ers they pleafe, ''II 

And mul£ls, on fin and godlinefs ; 

Reduce the Church to Gofpel-ordcr, 

By rapine, facrilege, and murther j 

To make Prefbytery fupreme. 

And Kings themfelves fubmit to them j z?4# 

And force all people, though againft 

Their confciences, to turn Saints 5 

Muft prove a pretty thriving trade. 

When Saints monopolies are made : 

When pious frauds and holy fhifts 2x45 

Are Difpenfations and Gifts, 

There godlinefs becomes mere ware. 

And every Synod but a fair. 

Synods are whelps o* th* Inquifition, 

A mongrel breed of like pemicion, 115/4 

And growing up, became the fires 

Of Scribes, Commiffioners, and Triers 5 

Whofe bufinefs is, by cunning fleight. 

To caft a figure for men^s light, 

To 

Ver. xizpO Thev were more tyranakal in office 
tbmi any officers of the bi(hop*s court. 
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To find, in lines of beard and face, iij$ 

The phyfiogyipmy of Gr?ice j 

And by the found and twang of nofe^ 

If all be found within difclofe 5 

Free from a crack or flaw o£ fin&ingy 

As men try pipkins by the ringing j ji6m 

By black caps underlaid with white^ 

Give certain guefs at inward ligfit ; 

Which Serjeants at the Gofpel wear. 

To make the Spiritual Calling clear. - 

The handkerchief about the neck 1165 

( Canonical cravat of Smeck, 

From 

Vcr. 1 1 56.1 Thefe Triers pretended to great Ikill ia 
this refpeft 5 and if they difliked the beard or face of a 
man, they would, for that reafon alone, refufc to ad- 
mit him, when prefented to a living, unlefs he had 
fome powerful friend to fupport him. " The queftions 
** that thefe men put to me perfons to be examined 
" were not abilities and leai*mng, but grace in their 
*' iiearts, and that widi fo bold and faucy an inquifi- 
** tion, that fome men's fpirits trembled at tHje interro- 
•* gatories j they phrafing it fo, as if (as was faid at 
" 3ic council of Trent) they had the Holy Ghoft in a 
" cloke-bag." 

Their queftions generally were the(e, or fuch like. 
When were you converted ? Where did you begin to 
feci the motions of the Spirit? In what year? in what 
month ? in what day ? about what hour of the day, 
had you the fecret call, or motion of the Spirit, to un- 
dertake and labour in the minitry? What work of 
grace has God wrought upon your foul ? And a great 
many other queftions about regeneration, predeftina*^ 
tion, and the like. 

Ver« z'i66.] Sme^mans wa« a dub of hoIders-foctK^ 



fr:tTL m-iaai fic jsi—zirjc. ctrrrr, 

Vi'ica CaordL lai *cli; -acr act sa fiaar, 

C-f i^.r.t:n: Warfir.- j-=«r> n^s 

T'la; On.:* li fiirjfsi t- <£*TcrTrf<». 

To ri:t :% tc. be fi&^fr'd: 

T'. 'i-,r- ir^ssr, icd to csrtrcl, 

Bo-h o'tr tKt *»iy ard Ae fcal, 

Ii •ht rr<o4 pcrft-f. dijcipluic 

Of Church -.--!c, aad by nglit ffiTinc. xilo 

Bell and the Dngon^s clia|4aiiis were 

Mort modwate than ttcfc by far : 

For they (poor Itnavct) were glad to cheat* 

To get their wives and children meat ^ 

But theft wili not be fobb'd off ib^ i iS5- 

They muft have wealth and power too; 

Or elie with blood and defoiation 

They *n tear it out o' th* heart o* th' nation. 

Sure thefe themfelves from primitive 
And Heathen priefthood do derive, n^ 

When Butchers were the only clerks. 
Elders and Pi-eftyters of Kirks ; 
Whofe dire£loi*y was to kill. 
And fome believe it is fo ftiil. 

The only diflfcrence is, that then 11^5 

They flaughtcr'd only bealls, now men.. 



For then to facrifice a bullock^ 

Or» now and then, st child, to Moloeh, 

They count a vile abomfinatton, 

Bu\ not to (laughter a, whole nation* no* 

Prelbytery does but tmnilat^ 

The Papacy to a free ftatc.v 

A common-wealth of Pop^ryt 

Whei*e every village is a Sec 

At well as Rome, and muft maintain ■ 1195 

A tithe-pig metropolitan $ 

Where every Pre(byter and Deacon 

Commands the keys for chisefe aad bacon. 

And every hamlet *s governed 

By -s Holinefs, the Churches heady itx» 

More haughty and fevere in *a placci 

Than Gregory and Boniface. 

Such Church muft, furely^ he a monfter 

With many headt 2 for if we confter 

^yhat in th* Apocalypfe we find, 1215 

According to th* Apo(Ue*« mind, 

'Tift that the Whore of Babylon 

With many heada did ride, upon. 

Which headt denote th^ finful tribe 

Of Peacon, Prieft, Lay-elder, Scribe* lisp 

Lay-elder, Simeon to Levi, 
Whofe little finger is at heavy 
. As loins of patriarchs, prince-prelate. 
And biihop-feculan This zealot 
Jt of a mongrel, diverfe kind, isa^ 

Cleric before, and Lay hitbind | 

Vol. I. L K\awV^' 
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A lawlefs Hnfy-woolfy brotbcTy 

Half of one order, half another | 

A creature of amphibious nature. 

On land a beaft, a fiih in watef: ute 

That always preys on grace or fin j 

A ftieep without, a wolf within. 

This fierce inquiiitor has chief 

Dominion over men^s belief 

And manners ; can pronounce a faint jiVf 

Idolatrous or ignorant. 

When fupercilioufly he fifts 

Through coarfeft boulter others* gifts : 

For all men live and judge amifs, 

Whofe talents jump not juft with his ; it4<> 

He Ul lay on Gifts with hands, and place 

On dulleft noddle Light and Grace, 

The manufafture of the Kirk. 

Thofe paftors are but th' handy-work 

Of his mechanic paws, inftilling f i^* 

Divinity in them by feeling : 

From whence they ftart up Choicn Veflels, 

Made by contact, as men get meafles. 

So Cardinals, they fay, do grope 

•At th^ other end the new-made Pope. jttp 

Hold, hold, quoth Hudibras, foft fire. 
They fay, does make fweet malt. Good Squixv, 
FijUna lente, not too faft, 
For hafle (the proverb fays) makes wafle. 
The quirks and cavils thou doft make nu 

Are f.i]fe, and built upon miHake > 

•And 
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And I fliall bring you with your pack 

Of fallacies, t' Elenchi back 5 

And put your arguments in mood 

.|La4 figure to be underilood« 1260 

I '11 force you, by right ratiocination. 

To leave your vitilitigation. 

And make you keep to th' queftion cloft,. 

And argue diale^iic^. 

The quedioa then, to ftate it firft, 1265 

Is, Which is better or which worft,. 
Synods or Bears ? Bears I avow- 
To be the woril, and Synods thou ; 
But, to make good th' ail'ertion, 

Yhou fay' ft they *rc really all one. 127a 

If ioj not worfe ; for if they 're idem^ 
Why then tantundem dot tantidem. 
For if they are the lame, by courfft 
Neither is better, neither worfe* 
But J deny they are the fame, 1275. 

More than a maggot and I am» 
That both are animalia 

I grant, but not rationalia-i .- - — v. 

For though they do agree th kind, 
§^ecific difference we findj X28» 

And can no more make Bears of thofe,, 
Than prove my horfe is Socrates. 
That Synods are Bear-gardens, too, 
Thou doft affirm ; but I fay No : 
And thus I prove it, in a word ; X2S5 

Whatfoever Aifcmbly *» not impowcuM 
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To CcT^Curij CoTie, AMoItt, and OidaiBy 

Cin b-: no 5Tr:c<!: bnt Bssr^garden 
Kas no I'lich power} rfj-j, 'tis none. 
And lb :hT I'cphifby ^s o'ertlirown. "9^ 

But vet we are befide the qncft^on 
Vrhlch yiou didd riiis the firft conteft on 5 
For that was. Whether Bears are better 
Than Svncd-mcn ? I lay, Kegatwr, 
That Bears are beafts, and Synods meB, tsf5 

Is held by all : they 're better then ; 
For Bears and Dogs on four legs go. 
As beafts ; bat Synod-men on two. 
*Tis true they all have teeth and na3s ; 
But prove that Synod-men have tails 9 l^of 

Or that a rugged (haggy fur 
Grows o'er the hide of Prdbyter; 
Or that his fnout and fpacious ears 
Do hold proportion with a Beards. 
A Bear "s a favage beaft, of all 130^ 

Moft ugly and unnatural -5 
Whelp'd without form, until the dam 
Has lickt it into fhape and frame: 
But all thy light can ne'er evift, 
That ever Synod -man was lickt, 1310 

Or brought to any other fafhion 
Than his own will and inclination. 

But thou doft further yet in this 
Oppugn thyfclf and fcnfe j that is. 
Thou wouldft have Prcfbyters to go 1315 

For Bears and Dogs, and Bear- wards too : 
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A ilrange chimser^ of beafts and menj 
Made up of pieces heterogene j 
Such as in Nature nerer met 

la todem fubjefio ytt. 1320 

- Thf other arguments are all 
Suppofures hypothetical, 
That do but beg j and we miay chufc 
Either to grant them, or refufe. 
Much thou haft faid, which I know when 1325 

And where thou ftorft from other men, 
(Whereby 'tis plain thy Light and Gifts 
Ai-e all but plagiary fhifts) 
And is the fame that Ranter faid, 
Who, arguing with me, broke my head, 1330 

And tore a handful of my beard ; 
The felf-fame cavils then I heard. 
When, being in hot difpute about 
This controverfy, we fefl out; 

And what thou know'ft I an^werM then, 1335 

Will lerve to anfwer thee again. 

Quoth 

Vcr. I3»9.] The Ranters were a vile feS that fprung 
up in thofe times. Alexander Rofs obfervcs, *^ That 
«< they held that God, devil, angels, heaven, and hell, 
«* &c» were fi6tions and fables : that Mofes, John Bap- 
*.* tift, and Chrift, were impoftors j and what Chrift and 
«* the Apoftles acquainted the world with, as to matter 
•* of religion, pcnflied with them : that preaching and 
^* praying are ufelefs, and that preaching is but pubiic 
<* lying s that there is an end of all miniftry and ad-. 
^ MMiiii^tions^ and people are to be taught imm^ 
«' diatcly from God," ^r. 
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Quoth Ralpho, Nothing but th* abufe 
Of human learning you produce j 
I. earning, that cobweb of the brain. 
Profane, erroneous, and vain ; 1340 

A trade 

Ver. 13^9.] Ralpho was as great an enemy to hn- 
mnn leaniing as Jack Cade and his fellow rebels. 
Cade's words to Lord Say, before he ordered his head 
to be cut off: ** I am the becfom that muft fweep the 
** Court clean of fuch f 1th as thou artt thou hall moft 
** traitt^rouily corrupted the youth of the realm, in 
*' ererti»>g a gnmmar-lchool : and whereas before our 
** foitfaihcrs had no other books but the Score and the 
" Tally, thou hall caufed Printing to be ufed ; and, 
•* contrary' to the King, his crown and dignity, thou 
•* halt built a Pcip^-milL It will be proved to thy 
** face, that thou hall men about thee that ufually talk 
•* of a nvun and a ^vr5, and fuch abominable words, 
•* as no Chniujn ear can endurs to hear." 

It wa$ the opinion of thofe tinkers, tailors, &c, that 
^ovcmevl Chelmsford at the beginning of the Rebel- 
Tion« ^* That learning had always been an cnemv to 
•* the Golpcl, and that it were a hippy thing if there 
*« w^rre no ur.'Vira:ic», and that all books were burnt 
*• except the Bible/* 

*' I tell \-oU (fa^-s a writer of thofe times) wicked 
** books do as much wound us as the fwcrds cf cur 
•* advertaries ; for this manner of learning is i'-jrer- 
•' fiuous and ccltly : many tongues and languages are 
*• only cccfuiion ;' and only wtt, reafbn, undeniand- 
" ing, and icholarthfp* are the main means that op. 
*' pofe us, and hiovi'-r our caufe; therefore, if ever we 
*• have the fortune to get the apper-hajid, we wJI 
*- down with all law and learning, and have no other 
•• mle I'Ut the Carpenter's, nor any wriciiig or reading 



H U D^I B R A S, ■ Part L Canto til. t^r 
A trade of knowledge, as roplete 
As others are with fraud and cheat ^ 
An art t' incumber Gifts -and wity 
And render both for nothing fit; 
Mdfts Light una£tive^ dull^ aiid troubled, '3^45 

Like little David in Saul's doublet : 
A cheat that fcholars put 4ipon 
Other men's reafon and their own ; 
A fort of error, ^ to eniconce 

Abffirdity and. ignorance, ^350 

That renders all the avenues- • 
To truth impervious and abftru&>. 
By making plain things, in debate, 
By art perplext and intricate : 

For nothing goes for Senfe or Light,. 1355 

That will not with old niles jump rightj 
As if rules were not in the fchools 
DerivM from truth, but truth from rules*. 
This Pagan, Heathen ifh invention 
Is good for nothing but contention : 1360 

For as, in fword^and-buckler fight,. 
All blows do on the target light ; 
So when men argue, tlie greaf ft part 
O' th' conteft falls oa terms of art, 
Until the fuftian ftuff be fpent,. 1365 

And then they fall to th' argument. 
Quoth Hudibras, Friend Ralph, thou haft 
Out-run the con liable at laft : 
For thou art fallen on a new 

^{HU^ . f^ ^etars as untrue, , 1.3 70 

L 4y l!^>ax 
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And all thofe harih and rugged founds 

Of baftlnados, cuts, and wounds. 

Exchanged to lovif s more gende ftyle,' 5 

Tb let our reader breathe a while : 

In which, that we may be as brief as 

Is poflible, by way of preface, 

Is *t not enough to make one ftrange^ 

That fome men's fancies ihould ne'er change, xo 

But make all people do and fay 

The fame things ftill the felf-fame way ? 

Some 



perhaps feem ftrarge and abrupt to thofe who do not 
know that it was written on purpofe in imitation of 
Virgil, who begins the Fourth Look of his iEneids in 
the very fame manner, At regina gravis &c. And this 
is enough to fatisfy the curiofity of thofe who believe 
that inventiffe and fancy ought to be roeafnred^ like 
cafes in law, by precedents, or elfe tliey are in the 
power of the critic. 

Ver. 2.] Let blaoify fteeU &c. Altered to let nifty 
fteel^ 1674, i684« &c. To ivM&yJleelf i7«o, Reftorea. 
2704. 

Ver. 5.] And the three follo^wing lines, ftood in the 
two firft editions of 1663, as follow : 

And unto lore turn we our ftyle, 

T^ let our readers breathe a while. 

By this time tir'd with the horrid founds 

Of blows, and cuts, and blood, and wounds. 

Ver. 10.] That fome men's fancies ^ Sec. That a;, 
man's fancy, in the two fiid editions of 1464. 



HUDIBRA8, Part II. Canto I. <iS5 

Some writers make all hdies purloin'd, 

^And knights purfuing like a whirlwind i 

t>ther$ make all their knights, in iitt 15 

Of jealoufy, to lofe their wits 5 

Till, drawing blood o' tli' dames, like witches. 

They 're forthwith cur'd of their capriches. 

Some always thrive in their amours. 

By pulling plaifters off their fores j 90 

As cripples do to get an alms, 

Juft fo do they, and win their dames. 

Some force whole regions, in defpite 

O' geography, to change their fite j 

Make former times /hake hands with latter, 15 

And that which was before come after. 

But thofe that write in rhyme ftill make 

The one vcrfe for the other's fake 5 

For one for fenfe, and one for rhyme, 

I think, *8 fufficlent at one time. 30 

But we forget in what fad plight 
Wc whilom left the captiv'd Knight 
And penfive Squire, both bruised in body. 
And conjured into fafe cuftody. 

Tir'd with difpute, and fpeaking Latin, 35 

As well as bafting and Bear-baiting, 
And defpefate of any courfe. 
To free himfelf by wit or force. 

His 

Vcr. 31.] JTbilom. Formerly, or, feme time ago. 
Altered to Idtilyt x674. Reftored 1704. 

S 
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His only folace was, that now 

His dog-bolt fortune was fo low, 4^ 

That either it muft quickly end. 

Or turn about again, and mend. 

In which he found th' event, no lefs 

Than other times, befide his guefs. 

There is a tall long-(ided dame, 45 

IfBut wondrous light) ycleped Fame, 
That like a thin camelion boai'ds 
Herfelf on air, and eats her words ; 
Upon her (boulders wings (he wears 
Like hanging fleeves, linM through with ears, 59 

And eyes, and tongues, as poets lift. 
Made good by deep mythologifl : 
With thefe (he through the welkin flies. 
And fomctimes carries truth, oft lies j 
With letters hung, like eaftern pigeons, 55 

And Mercuries of furtheft regions 5 
Diumals writ for regulation 
Of lying, to inform the nation. 
And by their public ufe to bring down 
The rate of whetftones in the kingdom. 60 

About her neck a pacquet-mail. 
Fraught with advice, fome freifh, fome ftale, 

Of 

Ver. 48.] The beauty of this confifts in the double 
meaning 5 the firft alludes to Fame's living on Report. 
The fecond is an infmyation, that if a report is nar- 
rowly enquired into, and traced up .to the origiiial awr 
thor, it is madb to contradict iifeli. 



HUDIBRAS, Part 11. Canto I. 159 

Of men that walk'd when they were dead» 
And cows of monfters brought to bed ; 
Of hailftones big a$ pullets' eggs, ^^ 

And puppies whelpM with twice two legs j 
A blazing-ftar feen in the weft^ 
By fix or fevep men at leaft. 
Two trumpets (he does found at once» 
But both of clean contrary tones ; ^ 

But whether both with the fame wind. 
Or one before, and one behind. 
We know not, only this can tell. 
The one founds vileiy, th' other well { 
And therefore vulgar authors name ft 

Th' one Good, th' other Evil Fame. 
This tattling goflip knew too well 
What mifchief Hudibras befel, 
And ftraight the fpiteful tidings bears 
Of all, to th* unkind Widow's ears. fo 

Democritus ne'er iaugh'd fa loud. 
To fee bawds carted through the crowd. 
Or funerals, with ftately pomp, 
March (lowly on in folemn dump. 
As fhe laugh'd out, until her back, | e 

As well as ildes, was like to crack. 
She vow'd (he would go fee the fight. 
And vifit the diftre(fed Knight ^ 

To 

Ver. 77.] This tattling goffipy &c. Tivattling goffip^ 
in the two fir(l editions of 1663. Altered, as it |tand» 
here, 1674. 
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To do the office of a neighbour. 

And be a goflip at his labour ; ^ 

^And from his wooden jail, the ftocks> 
To fet at large his fetter-locks 5 
And by exchange, parole, or ranfon, 
To free him from th' inchanted manfion*. 
This being refold, ftie call'd for hood 95 

And ufher, implements abroad 
Which ladles vve?r, befide a flender 
Young waiting-damfel to attend herw 
All which appearing, on (he went •' 

To find the Knight, in Hmbo pent t leo' 

And 'twas not long before ihe found 
Him and his ftout Squire in the pound} 
Both coupled in inchanted tether. 
By further leg behind together : 

For as he fat upon his rump, jo^ 

His head, like one in doleful dumpv 
Between his knees, hit hands apply'd 
Unto his ears qb either fide> 
And by him, in another hole, 

Afflifled Ralpho, cheek by jowI> ij^^ 

She 



Ver. 91.] And from his tAJOoden j/iU, Scc^ This 
and the following line ftand in the two editions of 
1664 thus. 

That is to fee him delivered fafe 

Of '8 wooden burtJien, and Squire Raphw 
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$he came upon him in his wooden 

Magician*8 circle, on the fudden^ 

As fpirits do t\ a conjurec» - 

When in their dreadful ikapes th! appear^ 

No fooner did iht Knight perceive her, 2 1 > 

But ftiaight he fell into a fever, 
InflamM all over with difgraoey w . . -_ 
(£0 be feen by^ her in fuch a piae« 3 i 
Which made him hang his head and fcoul. 
And wink and goggle like an owl; 2 29 

He felt his brains begin to fwim; 
When thus the Dame accofied him. 
- This place (qouth fhe) they fay 's inchanted. 
And with delinquent fpirits haunted. 
That here aie tyM in chains, and fcourg*d, 125 

Until their guilty crimes be purgM : 
Look, thepe are two of them appear, 
like perfons I have feen fomewhere. 
Some have miilaken blocks and pofts 
For fpe6Vres, apparitions, ghofts, 2 39 

With faucer-eyes and honis ; and fome 
Have heard the devil beat a drum ^ 

Buf 

Ver. 111,112.] There was never, certainly, a plea- 
fanter fcene imagined than, this before us 5 it is the 
moft diverting incident in the whole Poem. The un- 
lucky and unexpefled vifit of the Lady ; the attitude 
and fiirprize of the Knight ; the confuhon and bluflies 
of the lover j and the fatirical raillery of a miftrefs, are 
reprefented in lively colours,, a^d coofpire to make this 
inteiTiew wonderfully pleafing« 
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But if our eyes ai-e not faife glafles. 

That give a wrong acconnt of facet. 

That beard and I ihould be acquainted, - i«« 

Before 'twas x:onjurM and inchanted { 

For though it be disfigured fomcwhaty 

As if 't had lately been in combat, i 

It did belong to a worthy Knight, 

Howc'er this goblin U come by 't, gj^ 

When Hudibrat the Lady heaixl 

piicourfing thus upon bis beard. 

And fpeak with fuch refpe6l and honour 

Both of the beard and the beard's owner. 

He thought it beft to fet as good jj« 

A face upon it as he cou'd ; 

^nd thus he fpoke : Lady, your blight 

And radiant eyes are in the right j 

The beard 's th' identique beard you knew. 

The fame numerically true ; l»0 

Nor is it worn by fiend or elf, 

fut its proprietor himfelf. 

O heavens 1 quoth (he, can that be true ? 
I do begin to fear 'tis you $ 

Not by your individual whifkers, j »• 

But by your dialeft and difcourfe. 
That never fpoke to man or beaft 
In notions vulgarly expreft : 

Sut 

Ver. I4«.] Difcourfing thus upon bis beard. Alter* 
cd, 1674. To take kind notice of bu bearin Re« 
Aored 179^* 



HU.DIBRAS, PAfiTlI. CANtoL ifii 

But what malignant ftar, alas i 

Has brought you both to this fad pafs ? i6o 

Quoth hp. The fortune of the war, 
'Which I am lefs affliaed for, 
Than to be feeh with beard and face 
By you in fuch a homely cafe, i 

Quoth (he, Thofe need not be ailiam^d 165 

For being honourably maimM 5 
If he that is in battle conquer'*d^ 
Have any title to his own beard. 
Though your's be forely luggM and torn,. 
It does your vifags more adorn 1 73. 

Than if 'twere prun'd, and ftarchM, and lander' d. 
And cut fquare by the Ruffian ftandard. 
A torn beard 's likjs a tatter'd enfign^ 
That 's braveft which ther« are raoft rents in,. 
That petticoat about your fhoulders, 175 

Does not fo well bteome a foldier- s ; 
And I'm afraid they are worfe^ttpdied. 
Although i' th' rear^ your bearcTOic van led} 
And thofe uneafy bruif^s mak« 
My heart for company to ake,. tSd 

To fee fo worfhipful a friend . 
r th' pillory fat, at, t^e wrong^find. 

Quoth Hudibras, This thing call'd Pain 
JU (as the lecn^nied Stoics maintain}^ 

Not 

Ver. 164.] Infucb a homely cafe. 7«y«r^ elen£Uqiic 
cafe^ in the two firfl editions of i664» 
Vol. I, M 
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Not hzd Jimplicifery nor good, 'if5 

But merely as 'tis underftood. 

Senfe is deceitful, and may feign 

As well in counterfeiting pain 

As other grofs pbanotnenas 

In which it oft miftakes the cafe, 190 

But fince th' immortal intelleft 

(That 's free from error and defeft, 

Whofe objeas ftill perfift the fame) 

Is free from outward bruife or maim. 

Which nought external can expofe 195 

To grofs material bangs or blows. 

It follows we can ne'er be fure 

Whether we pain or not endure. 

And juft fo far are fore and griev'd 

As by the fancy is believ'd. 100 

Some have been wounded with conceit. 

And dyM of mere opinion ftraight $ 

Others, though wMjded fore in reafon, 

Felt no contufion, nor difcretion. 

A Saxon duke did grow fo fat, 105 

That mice (as hiftories relate) 

Ate grots and labyrinths to dwell in 

His poftiquc parts, without his feeling 5 

Then how is 't poffible a kick 

Should e'er reach that way to the quick ? «I0 

Quoth fhe, I grant it is in vaia 

For one that 's bafted to feel pain, 

Becaufe the pangs his bones endure 

Contiibute nothing to the cure $ 

Yet 



n vj> isn A*is, *^A»T -n. cxNTo r. i^ 

Yet honour hurt is ^wont to rage 415 

With pain no medicine can aiTuage. 

Quoth he. That honbm* *s very CcpiezmKh^ 
That takes a bailing for a blemifli t 
•For what 's more honourable than fcars«^ 
Or ikin to tatters rent m wars- ? zio 

Some have been beaten till they know 
What wood a cudgel 's of by th' blow t 
Some kick*d^ until they can feel whethec 
A fhoe be Spaniih or neat^s leather | 
And yet have met, after long running, 9^25 

With fome whom they have taught diat cunning. 
The furtheft way about, t' overcome. 
In th* end does prove the neareft home.. 
By laws of learned duellifts, 

They that are bruisM with wood or fifb, x^t 

And think one beating may for once 
Suffice, are cowards andpultroons; 
But if they dare engage f a fecMk- 
They 're ftout and gallant fellMTreckon'd*. 

Th* old Romans freedom did beftow^ 2^5 

Our princes worihip, witl^ a..blow.. . 
King Pyrrhus curM his fplenetick 
And tefty courtiers with a kick.. 
The Negus, when fome mighty lord 
Or potentate *» to be itftor'dy 14^ 

And 

Ver. 232.] Pultrootu. So in all editions to X7x6j 
iBclufive. Altered, afterwards, to pultroom. 
Ver. %%% 1 A King of Ethiopia* 
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And pardonM for fome great ofience. 

With which he *s willing to difpence^ 

Firil has him laid upon his belly. 

Then beaten back and Gde V a jelly ; 

That done, be rifes, humbly bows, 145 

And gives thanks for the princely blows ; 

Departs not meanly proud, and boafting 

Of his magnificent rib-roafting. 

The beaten foldier proves moft manful. 

That, like his fword, endures the anvil, ^50 

And juftly *s held more formidable. 

The more his valour *s malleable : 

But he that fears a baftinado. 

Will run away from his own (badow : 

And though I'm now in durance faft, 155 

By our own party bafely caft, 

Ranfom, exchange, parole, refiisM, 

And worfe than by the enemy us'dj 

In clofe catafta flii^yaft hope 

Of wit or valour to <wpe ; a^o 

As beards, thp nearer that they tend 

To th^ earth, ftill grow more ixverend V 

Avd 



Ver. 241.] And pardon' d for fome great offence. 
This and the following line, in the two editions of 
1664., (land thus % 

To his good grace, for fome offence 
Forfeit before^ and pardo^i^d (ioce^ 



HUDIBRAS, Part n. Canto I. i^$ 

And cannons flioot the higher pitches, 

The lower we let down their breeches j 

f M make this low dejefted fate t6$ 

Advance me to a greater height. 

Quoth ihe, You *ave almoft made me' in lore 
With that which did my pity move, 
Gi-eat wits and valours^ like great ftates, 
Po fometimes fink with tlicir own weights a 17a 

Th' extremes of glory and of (hame, 
Like caft and weft, become the fame. 
No Indian prince has to his palace 
More followers than a thief to the gallows. 
But if a beating feem fo brave, ^75 

What glories mutt a whipping have ? 
Such great atchievements cannot fail 
To caft fait on a woman's tail : 
For if I thought your natural talent 
Of paflive courage were fo gallant, 280 

As you ftrain hard to have it 4H|E^t, 
1 could grow amorous, and doatV 

When Hudibras this language heard. 
He prick'd up 's ears, and ftroakM his beard. 
Thought he, this is the lucky hour, 385 

Wines work when vines are in the flower : 
Thit crifis then I'll fct my reft on^ 
And put her boldly to the queft'on. 

Madam, what you would feem to doubt^ 
Shall be to all the ^orld made out ; 290 

How I've been dnibb'd, and with what fpirFt 
And magnanimity I bear rt;* 

M $ Aa4 
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And if you doubt it to be true, 

I'll ftake myfelf down againft you j 

And if I fail in love or troth» gj^ 

Be you the winner, and take both. 

Quoth (he, I've heard old cunning ftagers 
Say, fools for arguments ufe wagers j 
And though I praisM your valour, yet 
I did not mean to baulk your wit ; 30^ 

Which if you have, you muft needs know 
What I have told you before now. 
And you b' experiment have prov'd, 
I cannot love where Pm belovM. 

Quoth Hudibras, 'Tis a caprich «off 

Beyond th' infliftion of a witch j 
So cheats to play with thofe ftill aim^ 
That do not underftand the game. 
Love in your heart as idly burns 
As fire in antique Roman urns 4|q 

To warm the dead, 4|[L vainly light 
Thofe only that fee nWning by 't. 
Have you not power to entertain^ 
And render love for love again j 
As no man can draw in his breath, ^j^ 

At once, and force out air beneath ? 
Or do you love yourfelf fo much. 
To beai- all rivals elfe a grutch ? 
What fate can lay a greater curfc 
Than you upon ypurfelf would forf:c ? j»o 

For wedlock without love, fomc fey* 
Is but a lock without a key. 



HXJ]>rBRAS, PartII. Canto I. J67 
It wr a kind of rape to marry 
One that neglecbs, or cores not for ye s 
For what does make- it ravishment 325 

But being againft the mind's confent ? 
A rape that is the more inhuman. 
Par. being a£led by a woman. 
Why are you fair,- btit to entice us 
To love you, that you may defpife us ? 33a. 

But though you cannot love, you fay,. 
Out of your own fanat^ck way, 
"Why fliouid you not at leaft allow 
Thofe that love you to do fo too ? 
For, as you fly me, and purfue 335- 

Love more averfe,,f6 I' do you j. 
And am by your own doftrine taughtt 
Ti^'praftife what you call a fault. 

Quoth (he, if what you fay is true, v 
You muft fly me a& Itde you ;. 340 > 

But 'tis not what vre do,.l>ut §q^ 
In love and' preaching,. that lUWfway.. 

Quoth he. To bid me not to love,» 
Ia to forbid. my puUe to move,.. 

My 

Ver. 332.] Fanatique in fboie of this flrft editionst 
and fanaiick in the reft, from 1700, if not fooner, to 
this time. Might not fantaflick haire been as proper, 
as his miftrcfs exprefles herlelf, Verfes 545, 546 ? 
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Aiid yet 'tis no fiintaftick pique. 
Ivhave to love, nor coy diflikc. 

M4* 
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My beard to grow, my ears to prick up, i I45 

Or (when I'm in a fit) to hiccup. 
Command me to pifs out the moon. 
And 'twill as eafily be done. 
Love's power 's too great to be withflood 
By feeble human fleih and blood. ^50 

' Fwas he that brought upon his knees 
The he6loring kill-cow Hercules ; 
Transform'd his leager-lion's Ikin 
T' a petticoat, and made him fpin j 
Seiz'd on his club, and made it dwindle ^55 

T' a feeble diftafF and a fpindle. 
'Twas he that made Ejnperors gallants 
To their own filters and their aunts j 
Set Popes and Cardinals agog, 

To play with pages at leap-frog : )6o 

'Twas he that gave our Senate purges, 
And fluxt the Houfe of many a burgefs j 
Made thofe that repreient the nation 
Submit, and fuffer amfHitation ; 

And all the Grandees o' th' Cabal 365 

Adjourn to tubs at fpring and fail. 
He mounted Synod-men, and rode them 
To Dirty-Lane and Little Sodom 5 
J^ade Ihem curvet like Spani/h Jenets, 
And take the ring at Madam — — *s, 370 

*Twat 

Vcr. 370. And take the ring at Madam —V] Sten- 
net was th« perfon whofe name was dalhed, fays Sir 
Roger L'Efh-ange, {Key to Hudibras,) « Her hu(band 



HUDIBRAS, PAlttH. CaktoL 169 

*Twas he that made Saint Francis do 

More than the devil could tempt him to. 

In cold and frofly weather grow 

Enamoured of a wife of fnow 5 

And though flie were of rigid temper, 375 

"With melting flames accoft and tempt her, 

Which after in enjoyment quenching, 

He hung a garland on his engine. 

Quoth flie. If love have thefe cfFefts, 
Why is it not forbid our fex ? 38» 

Why is H not dainnM and interdicted. 
For diabolical and wicked ? 
And fung, as out of tune, againft. 
As Turk and Pope are by the Saints ? 
I find I 've greater reafon for it, 385 

Than I believ'd before, t' abhor it. 

Quoth Hudibras, Thefe fad effeas 
Spring from your Heathenifli neglefts 
Of Love's great power, which hli^tetums 
Upon yourfelves with equal fcorAHy 3 90 

And thofe who worthy lovers flight. 
Plagues with prepofterous appetite : 
This made the beauteous Queen of Crete 
To take a town-bull for her fweet ; 

» And 

« was by profefl^on a broom -man, and lay-elder. She 
** followed the laudable employment of bawding, and 
«« managed feveral intrigues for thofe Brothers and Sif- 
«< ters whofe purity confifted chiefly in the whitcnefs 
•< of their linen." 
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Ar. : rrzrr, her r-nsicij .iccp ib jC v^^ 3jj 

C"..-?-.'* 'Jj pr-: r.rir* "Ji*ir §reit zarti, 

T ^ ".': ' I'-.oo r. i 1.-. 1 — - nic- i : vei lii-irti s 

S<..T..; ■*">.""- *.".« -.it:. airruVir ir* ^tigue grovy 

'T*i-i t>.;i -ji.-; Ti^ii diii ijve-ick, 

Ar.i .tr.:.r* :o b-r 'c-ry'c asizx. : 

fc',.T.s --; :>.e:." fi:>.ir- ir*d iheir br-^ihen 

To 'r,t xiit rr-lii.T-, and moiiieri. 

*T.T. ir.ii :!vit ;^ro --:;.* dimea c.-iimcurs 405 

C". ^'iC-*.ici s.r.'i -:,&l:\s dds ccamhra I 

T't.z.: ^.iuj-.ty dor..-; -IS Gverconies, 

Ar.-i .r. ilct^ th«n lt--.-.,p to dirty grooms ; 

To r.i^ht iho worl.:, and to d'lpzrage 

C!ap'^, ilfue, infarr.y, and marriage. 410 

f^.o:h fac, Thtie juH^mcnts are fevere. 
Ye: luch as I fhouid rather bear 
Than tniil rncn witti their oaths , or prove 
Th-ir fiith ji^d fccrcfy in love. 

Says he, There is as weighty reafon 415 

For fecrcfy in iovc» as treaUbn. 
Love is a burgiarer, a felon. 
That at the v/indore eye does fteal in. 

To 

Vcr. 4.06.] On lacquies and valets dcs chambres* 
Varhts lies chamhres^ in all eilit. to ijo^^.includvc. 

Vcr. 41 S. I nat at the windorc eye does fieal in.. 
Thus it (lands in all editions to i63{, inclufive. Al- 
tered to ou/Wooi; ^^, edition 17CO. Reftored againi, 
J726, if not fooner. 
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To rob the heart ; aird with his prey. 

Steals out again a. cjof^^r way; 42^ 

Which whofoever can; difcover,, . 

He 's fure (as he defervcs) tofuffer. 

Love is a fire, that burns and fparkle^ 

Jn men, as naturally^ as in charcoals, 

Which footy chemifts ftop in holes, 415; 

When out of wood they extraft coals j 

So lovers (hould their pailions choke. 

That though they bum they may not (moke* 

•Tis like that fturdy thief that ftole 

And dragged beafts backwards into 'Sw hole i, ^gpr 

So love does lovers, and us men 

Draws by the tails into his den. 

That no impreffion may difcover. 

And trace t* his cave the wary lover-. 

But if you doubt I fhould reveal 435^ 

What you intruft me. under feal, 

I'll prove myfelf as clofe and virtuous 

As your own fecrctary' AJibertus. 

Quoth flie, I grant you may be clofe 
In hiding what your aims propofe: 44.0- 

Love-p2ifIions are like parables, 
]^y which men dill mean fomething elfc^s- 
Though love be all. the world*! pretence. 
Money *& the mythologick.fenfe,. 
Thj: real fubftance o£ the ibadow, 4^. 

Which all addrefs and courtfhip.^s made to*.. 

Thought he, I underftand your play,. 
And how to cjuit )kui your omn way i^ . 

1. H« 
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He that will win his dame, muft t!o 

As Love does, when he bends his bowj 451^ 

With one hand thruft the lady from. 

And with the other pull her home. 

I grant, quoth he, wealth is a great 

Provocative to amorous heat : 

It is all philtres and high diet, 45^ 

That makes love rampant, and to fly out : 

'Tis beauty always in the flower. 

That buds and bloflbms at fourfcore s 

'Tis that by which the fun and moon. 

At their own weapons, are out-done : 460 

That makes knights ^errant fall in trances, 

And lay about them in romances : 

'Tis virtue, wit, and worth, and all 

That men divine and facred call : 

f^or what is worth in any thing, 465 

But fo much money as 'twill bring ? 

Or what but riches is there known. 

Which man can folely call his own. 

In which no creature goes his half, 

Unlefs it be to fquint and laugh ? 4^0 

I do confefs, with goods and land, 

I M have a wife at fecond hand ; 

And fuch you are : nor is 't your perfon 

My ftomach 's fet fo iharp and fierce on ; 

But 'tis (your better part) ysxur riches, ^-j^ 

That my enamour'd heart bewitches : 

Let me your fortune but poflefs, 

And fettle your perfon how you pleafe^ 

Or 
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Cr make it o*er in truft to the deyi]. 

You '11 find me reafonable and civil. j^ 

Quoth ihe, I like this plainnefs better 
Than falfe mock pafHon, fpeech^ or letter. 
Or any feat of qualm or fowning. 
But hanging of yourfelf or drowning ; 
Your only way with me to break xg* 

Your mind, is breaking of your neck : 
|i*pr as, when merchants breaks overthrown 
Like nine-pinsy they ilrike others dovm 3 
60 that would break my heart ; which done. 
My tempting fortune is your own, ^g^ 

Thcl'e are but trifles ; every lover 
Will damn himfclf over and over> 
And greater mattei-s undertake 
For a lefs worthy miftrefs' fake ; 
Yet they 're the only ways to prove 4.* #. 

Th* unfeignM realities of love j 
For he that hangs or beats out *s bnuns, 
The devil 's in him if he feigns. 

Quoth Hudibras, This way '5 too rough 
For mere experiment and proof; e^^ 

It is no jefting, trivial matter. 
To fVing i' th' air, or douce in water^ 
And like a wat^r-vritch try Ipve 5 
That 's to deftroy, and not to prove ; 
As if a man fhquld be diflefled, ^^ 

To find what part is diffaiFe^led \ 

Your 

Ver. 483.] Sonvftifig* TKusw it ftandtiAtll editions 
tQ x684.> incluiiYC. Altei:ed to yw00/r//r^y 1700. 
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Your better way is to make over, • 

-'In truft, your fortune to your lover :' 

Truft is a trial ; if it break, 

'Tis not fo tJefperate as a neck r 51a 

Befide, th' experiment '9 more certain j 

Men venture nbcks to gain a foitune : 
"The foldier does it every day 

(Eight to the week) for fixpence pay ; 

Your pettifoggers damn their fouls, 515 

To (hare with knaves, in cheating fodls ; 

And merchants, venturing through the main, 
' Slight pirates, rocks, and horns, for gain : 

This is the way I advife you to; 

Truft me, and fee what I will do. 510 

Quoth (he, I fhould be loth to run 

Myielf all th' hazard, and you none 5 

Which muft be d6ne, unlefs fome deed 

Of your' 8 aforefaid do precede : 

Give but yoiirfelf one gentle fwing, 5*^ 

For trial, and I '11 cut the ftring j 

Or give that reverend head a maul, 
' Or two, or three, againft a wall. 

To Ihew you are a man of mettle. 

And I '11 engage myfelf to fettle. 530 

Quoth he. My head 's not made of brafs. 

As Friar Bacon^s noddle was. 

Nor (like the Indian's fcull) fo tough, 

That, authors fay, *twa8 muflcet-proof p 

As it had need to be, to eater, 535 

As yet, on any new adventures 

Yott 
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You fee what bangs it has cndm-M, 

That would, before new feats, be cur'd « 

But if that 's all you (land upon. 

Here ftrike me. Lurk, it ftiall be done, 5210 

Quoth fhc, The matfcr 's not {o far gone 
As you fuppofe; tv.u words t' a bargain { 
That may be done, and time enough. 
When you have given downright proof; 
And yet 'tis no fantaftick pique 545 

I have to love, nor coy diflike ; 
*Ti8 no implicit, nice averiion 
T* your converfation, mien, or perfbn ; 
But a juft fear, left you (hould prove 
Falie and perfidioas in love : 550 

For, if I thought you could be true, 
I could love twice as much as you. 

Quoth he. My faith as adamandn 
As chains of Deftiny, I '11 mainuin: 
True as Apollo ever fpoke, 555 

Or oracle from heart of oak j 
And if you '11 give my flame but vent, 
Now in clofe hugger-mugger pent. 
And ihine upon me but benignly. 
With that one and that other pigfney, 5(0 

The fun and day ihall fooncr part. 
Than love or you fliake oiF my heart j 
The fun, that fliall no moi-e difpepcc 
His own, but your bright influence. 
I '11 carve your name on barks of trees,. 565 

With true-loves-knott and flourilhet 

That 
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That (hall infufe eternal fpringjt 

And everlafUng flourifhing ; 

Drink every letter on *t in ftum. 

And make it briik champaign become 570 

Where'er you tread, your foot ihall fct 

The primrofe and the violet j 

All fpices, perfume&, and fweet powders. 

Shall borrow from your breath their odours.} 

Nature her charter (hall renew, ^5 

And take all lives of things from you ^ 

The world depend upon your eye. 

And when you frown upon it, di^i 

Only our loves fhall ftill fujrvive» 

New worlds and natures to outlive,^ ^g4 

And like to heralds' moons remain. 

All crcfcents, without change or wanc» 

Holdy hold, quoth (he, no more of this^ 
Sir Knight, you. take your aim amifs j. 
For you will find it a hard chapter, ^85 

To catch me with poetick rapture. 
In which your Maftery of Art 
Doth (hew itfelf, and not your heart : 
Nor will you laife in mine combuftion,. 
f y diat of high heroic fuAian. 4^9 

She that with poetry is won. 
Is but a deik to write upoi^ ; 
And what men fay of her, they mean 
No more than on the thing they lean*. 
Spmt with Arabian (pices ftrive 5^5 

T* embalm her cruelly alive j 

Or 
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Or feafon her, as French cooler Xk{e 

Their baut-go^fis, bouilies, of ragoufis : 

"Ufe her fo barbaroufly ill. 

To grind her lips upon a milli 6oe 

Until the facet doublet doth 

Fit their rhymes rather than her mouth : 

Her mouth, compared f an oyfler't, with 

A row of pearl in ^t, ^ftead of teeth. 

Others make pofies of her cheeks, (05 

Where red and whiteft colours mix } 

in which the lily and the rofe. 

For Indian lake and cerufe goes. 

The fun and moon, by her bright eyes, 

Eclips'd, and darkened in the fkies, 610 

Are but black patches, tliat /he wearsi 

Cut into funs, and moons, and fiars j. 

By which aftrologers, as well 

As thofe in heaven above, can tell 

What Ibrange events they do foreihow 6 1 5 

Unto her under-world below. 

Her voice, the mufic of the fpheresj 

So loud, it deafens mortals* ears, 

As wife philofophera have thought^ 

And that 's the caufe we hear it not, 620 

This has been done by ibme, who thofe 

They' ador'd in rhyme would kick in profe ; 

And 

Ver. 613.] And the three following lines, not in the 
two Hrft editions of i^€^. but added i'674. 
Vol. I. N 
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And in thofe ribbons would have hung. 

Of which melodioufly they fung. 

That have the hard fate to write bieft 6%$ 

Of thofe flill that deferve it leaft 5 

It matters not how falfe or forc'd. 

So the beft things be faid o' th' worft ; 

It goes for nothing when 'tis faid. 

Only the arrow 's drawn to th* head, 6^9 

Whether it be a fwan or goofe 

They level at : fo fliepherds ufe 

To fet the fame mark on the hip 

Both of their found and rotten (heep : 

For wits that carry low or wide, 635 

Muft be aim'd higher, or befide 

The mark, which elfe they ne'er come nigh. 

But when they take their aim awry. 

But I do wonder you (hould chufe 

This way V attack me with your Mufe, 64^ 

As one cut out to pafs your tricks on. 

With Fulhams of poetick fiftion : 

I rather hop'd I (hould no more 

Hear from you o' th' gallanting fcore j 

For hard dry-baftings U8*d to prove 645 

The readied remedies of love. 

Next a dry-diet 5 but if thofe fail, 

Yet this uneafy loop-hold jail. 

In which ye 're hamperM by the fetlock. 

Cannot but put y' in mind of wedlock 5 65* 

Wedlock, that 's worfe than any hole here, 

If that may ferve you for a cooler 

T' alUy. 
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T' a J lay your mettle, all agog 

Upon a wife, the heavier clog : 

Nb^ rather thank your gjentler fate, 655- 

That for a bniis'd or broken pate 

Has freed you from thofe knobs that grow 

Much harder on the marryM brow : 

But if no dread can cool your courage, 

Frdm venturing on that dragon, marriage; 669 

Yet give me quarter, and advance 

To nobler aims your puiHance ; 

Level at beauty and at wit ; 

The faireft mark is eafieft hit. 

Quoth Hudibras, I am beforehand 665 

In that already, with your command $ 
For where docs beauty and high wit. 
But in your conftellation, meet ? 

Quoth (he. What docs a match imply. 
But liknefs and equality ? 670 

I kriow you cannot think me fit 
To be th' yoke-fellow of your wit y 
Nor take one of fo mean deferts, 
To be the partner of your parts 5 
Ag^ce which, if I could believe, 6*75-; 

1 Ve not the confcience to receive. 

That confcience, quoth Hudibras, 
Is mifinformM ; Til (late the cafe. 
A man may be a legal donor 

Of any thing whereof he 's owner,- 6Z^, 

And may confer it where ke lifts, , 
r th' judgment of. all cafuifts i . 
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Then wit, and paits, and valour^ may 

Be ali'nated, and made away. 

By thofe that are proprietors, ^f* 

As I may give or fell my horfe. 

Quoth (he, I grant the cafe is true. 
And proper 'twixt your horfe and you } 
But whether I may take, as well 
As you may give away or fell ? $f% 

Buyers, you know, are bid beware j 
And worfe than thieves receivers are. 
How (hall I anfwer Hue and Cry, 
For a Roan-gelding, twelve hands high. 
All fpurrM and f^itch*d, a lock on 's hoof, 691 

A forrel mane ? Can I bring proof 
Where, when, by whom, and what y* wcare fold for. 
And in the open market tolPd for ? 
Or, fliould I take you for a ftray. 
You muft be kept a year and day, 790 

(Ere I can own you) here i* th* pound. 
Where, if ye *re fought, you may be found j 
At^ in the mean time I muft pay 
For all your provender and hay. 

Quoth he, It ftands me much upon 705 

T' enervate this objection. 
And prove myfelf, by topick clear. 
No gelding, as you would infer* 
Lofs of virility's averr'd 

To be the caufe of lofs of beard, yi% 

That does (like embryo in the womb) 
Abortive on the chin become ; 

3 This 
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This firft a woman did invertt. 

In envy of man^s ornament, 

Scmiramis 6f Babylon, -,- 

Who firft of all cut men o' th' ftonc. 

To mar their beards, and laid foundation 

Of fow-geldering operation : 

Look on this beard, and tell me whether 

Enftuchs wear fuch, or geldings either ? y;^© 

Next it appears I am no horfe. 

That I can argue and difcourfe. 

Have but two legs, and ne'er a tail. 

Quoth (he. That nothing will avail j 
For fome philofophers of late here, 725 . 

Write men have four legs by Nature, 
And that 'tis cuftom makes them go . 
Erroneoufly upon but two j , 
As 'twas in Germany made good, 
B' a boy that loft himftlf in a wood, 730 ^ 

And growing down t' a man, was wont 
With wolves upon all four to hunt. 
As for your reafons drawn from tails, . 
We cannot fay they 're true or falfe. 
Till you explain yourfelf, and fhow 735, 

B' exi>eriment 'tis fo or no. 

Quoth he, If you '11 join ifllTe on 't, , 
lil give you fatisfaclory account 5 
So you will promifc, if you lofe, . 
To fettle all, and be my fpotiffe. 74^^ 

That never (hall be done (<juoth (he); 
To one that wants ^ tail, by me ; 

N I ^t>- 
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For tails by Nature Aire were meant. 

As well as beards, for ornament ; 

And though the vulgar count them homely^ 745 

In men or beaft they are £6 comely. 

So gen tee, alamode, and handfome, 

I'll never maixy man that wants one : 

And till you can demonftrate plain. 

You have one equal to your mane, 750 

I'll be torn piece-meal by a horfe. 

Ere I'll take you for better or worfe. 

The Prince of Cambay's daily food 

Is afp, and bafdifk, and toad. 

Which makes him have fo ftrong a breath, 755 

Each night he ftinks a queen to death j 

Yet I (hall rather lie in 's arms 

Than your's on any other terras. 

Quoth he, What Nature can aiFord 
I /hall produce, upon my word 5 760 

And if (he ever ^ve that boon 
To man, I'll prove that I have one ; 
I mean by poihilate illation. 
When you ihall offer juft occafion ; 
But fmce ye 'ave yet deny'd to give 765 

My heait, your prifoner, a reprieve. 
But made it fmk down to my heel. 
Let that atleaft your pity feel ; 
And for the fufferings of your martyr. 
Give it's poor entertainer quarter ; 770 

And by difcharge, or mainprize, grant 
Delivery from this bafe reftraint. 

Quodi 
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Quoth ihe, I grieve to fee your leg 
Stuck in a hole here like a peg, 

AAd if I knew which way to do 't, 775 

(Your honour fafc) I*d let you out. 
That dames by jail-delirery 
Of errant knights have been fet free. 
When by enchantment they have been. 
And fometimes for it, too, laid in, 780 

Is that which knights are bound to do 
By order, oath, and honour too ; 
For what are they renownM and famous elfe. 
But aiding of diftrefTed damofels ? 
But for a lady, no ways errant, 785 

To free a knight, we haveno warrant 
In any authentical romance. 
Or claflick author yet of France j 
And I 'd be loth to have you break 
An ancient cuftom for a freak, 790 

Or innovation introduce 
In place of things of antique ufe. 
To free your heels by any courfe 
That might b' unwholefome to your fpurs : 
Which if I ihould confent unto, 795 

It is not in my powpr to do ; 
For 'tis a fervice muft be done ye 
With folemn previous ceremony j 
Which always has been us'd t' untie 
The charms of thofe who here do lie : 8o* 

For as the Ancients heretofore 
To Honour's temple had no dool* 

N4 B^t 
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But that which thorough Virtue's lay j 

So from this dungeon there 's no way . 

To honour'd freedom, but by palling ' $9$ 

That other virtuous fchool of lalhing> 

Where knights are kept in narrow lifts. 

With wooden lockets 'bout their wrifts ; 

In which they for a while are tenasts. 

And for their ladies fuffer penance : $!• 

Whipping, that 's Virtue's govemefty 

Tutrefs of arts and fciences j 

That mends the grofs miftakes of Nature, 

And puts new life into dull matter j 

That lays foundation for renown, I15 

And all the honours of the gown s 

This fuffer'd, they are fet at large. 

And freed with honourable difcharge ; 

Then, in their robes, the penltentials 

Are ftraight prefented with credentials, t%9 

And in their way attended on 

By magiftrates of every town 5 

And, all rerpeft and charges paid. 

They 're to their ancient feats convey'd. 

Now if you '11 venture, for my fake, %%$ 

To try the tough nefs of your back. 

And fuffer (as the reft have done) 

The laying of a whipping-on 

(And may you profper in your fuit 

As you with equal vigour do 't) Is* 

Ihert 
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I here engage myfelf to loofe ye. 

And free your heels from caperde^e. 

But fince our fex's modefty 

Will not allow I Oaould be by. 

Bring me on oath a f*ir account, t^ 

And honour too« when you have don 't %. 

And I '11 admit you to the place 

You claim as due in my good grace. 

If matrimony and hanging go 

By deftiny, why not whipping too ? * tj^ 

What medicine elfe can cure the fits 

Of lovers when they lofe their wits I 

Love is a boy, by poets ftyl'd. 

Then fpare the rod, and fpoil.the child. 

A Perfian emperor whipped his grannam, S45 

The fea, his mother Venus came on i 
And hence fome reverend men approve 
Of rofemaiy in making love. 
As flulful coopers hoop their tubs 
With Lydian and with Phrygian dubs, t^^ 

Why may not whipping have as good 
A grace, performed in time and mood. 
With comely movement, and by art, 
Raife pafHon in a lady's heart ? 

It 

Ver. 831.] I here engage mvftlf to hofeye. This, 
and the following line, thus altered, 1674., &c. 

I here engage to be your bayl, 

And free yoii from the unknightly jayl. 

Tbns continued to 1700, inclufivct Kt&ott^ i^l^V.^ 
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It is an eaiier way to make |.. 

Love by, than that which many take. 

Who would not rather fufier whippin. 

Than fwallow toafts of bits of ribbin f 

Make wicked verfes, treats, and faces. 

And fpell names over, with beer-g^afles ? %So 

Be under vows to hang and die 

Lovers facrifice, and all a lie ? 

With China-oranges and tarts. 

And whining plays, lay baiti for hearts ? 

Bribe chamber-maids with rove and money, |(f 

To break no roguifli jefts upon ye ? 

For lilies limnM on cheeks, and ro(es. 

With painted perfumes, hazard nofes f 

Or, venturing to be brifk and wanton. 

Do penance in a paper lantern ? f.^ 

All this you may compound for now. 

By fuffering what I offer you 5 

Which is no more than has been done 

By knights for ladies long agone. 

Did not the great La Mancha do fo S75 

For the Infanta Del Tobofo ? 

Did not th* illuftrious Bafla make 

Himfelf a flave for Mifle's fake, 

And with bull's pizzle, for her love. 

Was taw'd as gentle as a glove ? , $z^ 

Was not young Florio fent (to cool 

His flame for Biancafiore) to fchool. 

Where pedant made his pathic bum 

For her fake fuffer martyrdom ? 
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Did not a certain lady whip, 885 

Of late, her hufband's own lordfliip ? 

And though a grandee of the Houfe, 

ClawM him with fundamental blows i 

Ty'd him ftark-naked to a bed-poft. 

And firk'd his hide, as if (he 'ad rid poft $ $99 

And after in the Sefiions court. 

Where whipping 's judgM, had honour for 't ? 

This fwear you will perform, and then 

I Ml fet you from th' inchanted den. 

And the Magician's circle, clear. S95 

Quoth he, I do profefs and fwear. 
And will perform what you enjoin. 
Or may I never fee you mine. • 

Amen, (quoth ihe) then tumM about. 
And bid her Squire let him out. 900 

But ere an artift could be found 
T' undo the charms another bound. 
The fun grew low and left the ikies. 
Put down (fome write) by ladies' eyes* 

The 



Ver. 894.] / Ul fet you from tb* incbanted den. In 
all editions to 1704, incluiive. VU free ymi^ in later 
editions. 

• Ver. 903.] The evening, is here finely defcribed j the 
Epics are not more exa6l m defcribing times and fea- 
fons than our Poet : we may trace his herd morning 
and ni?ht ; and it (hould be obferved, in the conclu- 
fion of this Canto (conformably to the pra6kice of the 
Critics upon Homer and Virgil) that one day is only 
pafled iince the opening of the Poem. 
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The moon pnllM ofF her ml of li^t, aq c 

That hides her face by day from figh^ 

(Myfterioas veil, of brightnefs made. 

That 's both her luftie and her (hade !) 

And in the lantern of the night. 

With ihining horns hung out her light ; ^lo 

For darknefs is the proper fphere 

Where all falfe glories ufe t' appear. 

The twinkling ftars began to mufter. 

And glitter with.thcir borrowed luAer, 

While fleep the weary 'd world relieir*d» ^»j 

By counterfeiting death revivM. 

His whipping penance, till the morn. 

Our votary thought it beft t* adjoom^ . 

And not to carry on at work. 

Of fuch importance in the dark, mo 

With erring haftc, but rather ftay. 

And do 't in th* open face of day ; 

And in the mean time go in qneftj. 

Of next retreat to take his reft. • 

Ver..9ii, 91*.] 

For darknefs is the proper fphere,. 
Where all falfe glories ufe t' appear. 

Thefe two lines not in the twa &A editions of 1664,: 
mad firft inferted 1674.^. 
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H U D I B R A S, 

PART IL CANTO U. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

The Knight and Squire in hot difpate» 
Within an ace of falling out^ 
Are parted with a fudden fright 
Of (Irange alarmj^ and ftranger fight | 
With which adventuring to ftickle. 
They 're feat away in nafty pickle. 

•jfTp 1 8 ftrange how fome men's tempers fuit 
JL (Like bawd and brandy) with difpute. 
That for their own opinions ftand faft 
Only to have them claw'd and canvaft ; 
That keep their coniciences in cafes, * ^ 

As fiddlers do their crowds and bafes ; 
I«Ie'er to be us'd, but when they *re bent 
To play a fit for argument t 
Make true and falfe, unjuil: and juft. 
Of no ufe but to be difcuft i lo 

Difpute, 

Ver. 2. ] (Likg bawd and brandy} • Brandetf in all 
editions to 17049 iadufive. 
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D'lfyutt, 2nd fct a paradox. 

Like a ftrait boot, upon the fkocks. 

And ftretch it more iiiiniercifiilly 

Than Helmont, Montaigne, White, or Toltj^. 

So th* ancient Stoics, in their porch, 15 

With fierce difpute maintain^ their cfanrciiy. 

Beat oot their brains in fight and ftady. 

To prore that virtue is a body, 

^hTLtboftum is an aninaal. 

Made good with ftout polemick brawl ; so 

In which ibme hundreds on the place 

Were (lain outright, and many a face 

Retrenched of nofe, and eyes, and beard. 

To maintain what dieir feft averr'd. 

All which the Knight and Sqaire, in wrath> 25 

Had like t' have fuffer'd for their faith 5 

Each ftriving to make good his own. 

As by the fequel fhall be fhown. 

The fun had long fince, in the lap 
Of Thetis, takea out his nap, 3^ 

And> 



Vcr. 14.] Mountaygtti or, Mou/ttaign—and TuUjf, 
In all editions to 1704, inclufive. Altered to Montatga 
and Lulfy, in 1710, or 1716. 

Ver. ^9.] Several of the books in Homer^s Iliad and 
Odyfley begin with dercribing the Morning : fo, al(b, 
does Mr. Butler take care to let the world know at 
what time of the day (which he exaftly defcribes) thele 
momentous actions of his hero were tranfaf^ed. The 
morning's approach, the Knight's rifmg, androucrog; 
lip his Squire^ are humourouHy defchhfi4« 
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And, like a lobfter boiPd, the mom 

From black to red began to turn j 

When Hudibras, whom thoughts and sdcing 

*Twixt deeping kept, all night, and waking, 

Began to rub his drowfy eyes, 35 

And from his couch prepared to rife, 

Rcfolving to difpatch the deed 

He vow'd to do, with trufty fpeed : 

But firft with knocking loud, and bawling. 

He rouzM the Squire, in truckle lolling : 49 

And after many circumftances 

Which vulgar authors in romances 

Do ufe to fpend their time and wits on. 

To make impertinent defcription. 

They got (with much ado) to horfe, 45 

And to the Caftle bent their courfe, 

In which he to the Dame before 

To fufFer whipping-duty fwore : 

Where now arrivM, and half unhameft. 

To carry on the work in eameft, 50 

He ftopp'd, and pausM upon the fudden. 

And, with a ferious forehead plodding. 

Sprung a new fcruple in his head. 

Which iirft he fcratchM, and after faid ; 

Whether it be direft infringing \^} 55 

An oath, if I ihould wave this fwinging. 

And 

Ver. 48.] Whipping AaXy f<wore. In the two firft 
editions. 
Ver, $$f 56.] Thia dialogue between Hudibras and 

Ralph 
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And what I *ve fwoni to bear forbear^ 

And fo b^ equivocation (wear i 

Or whether *t be a lc({er fin 

To be forefwcon, tban zGt the thing i 6o 

Are deep and fubtle points^ which mufty 

T' inform my Confciencey be difcnft 4 

In which to err a tittle may 

To errors infinite make way : 

And therefore I defire to know 65 

Thy judgment, ere we further go. 

Quoth Ralphoy Since you do injoin % 
I (hall enlarge upon the point ; 
And, for my own part, do not doubt 
Th^ affirmative may be made out. 70 

But firft, to ftate the cafe aright. 
For bcft advantage of our light j * 

And 

Ralph fets before us the hypocrify and vitiany of all 
parties of the Rebels with regard to Oaths j what equi- 
vocations and evafions they made ufe of, to account 
for the many perjuries they were daily guilty of, and 
the feveral oaths they readily took, and as readily 
broke, merely as they found it fuited their intereft, as 
appears from verfe 107, &c. and verfe 377, &c. of thit 
Canto, and Part III. Cant. iii. verfe 547, &c. Arch* 
bifliop Bramhall fays, ** That the hypocrites of thofc 
•* times, though they magnified the oblija^tion of an 
** oath, yet in their own cafe difpenfed with all oaths, 
•* civil, military, and religious. We are now told 
** (fays he) that the oaths we have taken are not to be 
** examined according to the interpretation of men 1 
** No 1 How then ? Surely according^ to the interpret** 
*' 6<m of devils.*' 
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And thus 'tis ; Whether *t be a fin 
To claw and curry your own fkin, 
Greater or lefs, than to forbear, 75 

And that you ai-e forfworn foifwear. 
But firft, o' th' firft : The inward man, 
And outward, like a clan and clan, 
Have always been at daggers -drawing, ' 
And one another clapper-clawing 5 So 

Not that they really cuff or fence. 
But in a fpiritual myilick fenfe 5 
Which to miftake, and make them fquabble. 
In literal fray, '6 abominable : 

'Ti« Heathenifh, in frequent uft 9$ 

With Pagans and apellate Jews, 
To offer facrifice of Bridewells, 
Like modern Indians to their idols j- 
And mongrel Chriitians of our times, 
That expiate lefs with greater crimes, . 90 

And call t\k foul abomination • 
Contrition and mortification i 
Is 't not enough we Ve bruisM'and kicked^ 
With finful members of the Wicked ; 
0«r veffels, that are fan6lifyM, <^^ 

Profan'd, and curry'd back and fide 5 
But we muft claw ourfclves^ with fhameful 
And Heathen ftripes, by their example ? 
Which (were there nothing to forbid it) . 
It impious, becaufc they did it : loa 

This, therefore, may be juftly reckoned- 
A heinous fin. Now to the fiscond j 
• MOL. I. O That 
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That Saints may clabn a difjpeniadon 

To fwear and forfwear on occaiioBy 

I doubt not but it will appear * 205 

With pregnant light : the point is clear. 

Oaths are but words, and words bat wind i 

Too feeble implements to bind; 

And hold with deeds proportion fo 

As fliadows to a fubftance do. ji^ 

Then when they ftrive for place, *tis fit 

The weaker veffel ihould fubmit. 

Although your Church be oppofite 

To ours, as Black friars arc to White, 

In rule and order, yet I grant jij 

You are a Reformado faint j 

And what the Saints do claim as due. 

You may pretend a title to : 

But Saints, whom oaths and vows oblige. 

Know little of their privilege ; jap 

Further (I mean) than carrying on 

Some felf-advantage of their own : 

For if the devil, to fcrve his turn. 

Can tell truth, why the Saints ihould fcom. 

When it fcrves theirs, to fwear and lie, |t« 

1 think there 's little rcafon why: 

Elfe he *as a greater power than they, 

Which 'twere impiety to fay. 

We 're not commanded to forbear. 

Indefinitely, at all to fwear; ^^5 

But to fwear idly, and in vain. 

Without felf-interei): or gaia« 

9oe 
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For breaking of an oath and lyings 
Is but a kind of felf-denyiiig, 

A faint-like virtue; and from hence 435 

Some have broke oaths by Providence : 
Borne, to the glory of the Lord> 
PerjurM themfelves, and broke their word: 
And this the conftant rule and pradicc 
Of all our late Apoftles' a6ls is. 140 

Was not the Caufe at firft begun 
With perjUiy, and cairy'd on ? 
Was there an oath the Godly took> . 
But in due time and place they brgke > 
Did we not bring our oaths in firrf, 1145 

Before our plate, to have them burlt,. 
Aiid caft in fitter models, for 
The prefent ufe of Church and War? 
Did not our Worthies of the Houfe, 
Before they broke the peace, break vows ? 150 

For 

Ver. 136.] When it was firft moved in (he Houfe of 
Commons to proceed capitally againft the King, Crom- 
well ftood up and told them, " That if any man moved 
** this with defign, he fhould think him the greateft 
** traitor in the world j but fmce Providence and nc- 
f* eeflity had call them upon it, he (hould pray to God 
*« to blefs their counfels." And when kc kept the 
King clofe prifoner in Carifbrook Caftle, contrary to 
vows and proteftations, he affirmed, " The Spirit would 
** not let him keep his word." And when, contrary 
to the public faith, they murdered himj they pretended 
4key could not ^efift the motions of the Spirit. 

O z ^ 
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It is an eafier way to make I - - 

Love by, than that which many take. 

Who would not rather fufFer whippin. 

Than fwallow toafts of bits of ribbin ? 

Make wicked verfes, treats^ and faces. 

And fpell namtfs over, with beer-glafles ? S6o 

Be under vows to hang and die 

Love*s facrifice, and all a lie ? 

With China-oranges and tarts. 

And whining plays, lay baiti for hearts ? 

Bribe chamber-maids with rove and money, 85* 

To break no roguifli jefts upon ye ? 

For lilies limn'd on cheeks, and rofes. 

With painted perfumes, hazard nofes f 

Or, venturing to be briflc and wanton. 

Do penance in a paper lantern ? f ^q 

All this you may compound for now. 

By fufFering what I offer you ; 

Which is no more than has been done 

By knights for ladies long agone. 

Did not the great La Martcha do fo 17^ 

For the Infanta Del Tobofo ? 

Did not th^ illuftrious BafTa make 

Himfelf a (lave for Mifle's fake. 

And with buirs pizzle, for her love. 

Was taw'd as gentle as a glove ? , %%% 

Was not young Florio fent (to cool 

His flame for Biancafiore) to fchool. 

Where pedant made his pathic bum 

JFor her fake fuflFer martyrdom ? 
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Did not a certain lady whip, S85 

Of late, her hulband's own lordfliip ? 

And though a grandee of the Houfe, 

ClawM him with fundamental blows ; 

Ty'd him ftark-naked to a bed-poft» 

And firk'd his hide, as if fhe *ad rid poft $ 89^ 

And after in the Seflions court. 

Where whipping 's judgM, had honour for 't ? 

This fwear you will perform, and then 

I '11 fet you from tir inchanted den. 

And the Magician's circle, clear. S95 

Quoth he, I do profefs and fwear. 
And will perform what you enjoin. 
Or may I never fee you mine. • 

Amen, (quoth fhe) then tumM about^ 
And bid her Squire let him out. 500 

But ere an artift could be found 
T' undo the charms another bound. 
The fun grew low and left the fkies^ 
Put down (fome write) by ladies' eyes. 

The 



Ver. 894.] / Ul fet you from tb* inchanted den. In 
all editions to 1704, inclufive. VU free you^ in later 
editions. 

. Ver. 903 . ] The evening, is here finely defcribed 5 the 
Epics are not more exa6l m defcribing times and fea- 
fons than our Poet : we may trace his herd morning 
and ni^ht \ and it (hould be obferved, in the conclu- 
fion of this Canto (conformably to the pra£kice of the 
Critics upon Homer and Virgil) that one day is only 
pafled fince the opening of the Poem. 
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S -ppofc tat S ciiymcf art of forte, 
Th»' 're but oomnuffions of ooorle ; 
And Saints hare hrtdam to digreft, 
Ard vary hwn tbcniy as thej pleafe; 
Or miunterprrt them br priratc nj 

Inftructionft, to a!l aims thcj dnve at. 
Tf.'::i why ihotild we ourlciTCS abridge, 
An<i curtail our own privilege? 
Quakers (loat, like to lanterns, bear 
Tiifir light within them) wU not (wear; S2» 

T:.eir Gofpel is an Accidence, 
By v/hich they conftr-e Confcience, 
And hold no fin fo deeply red, 
Ai that of breaking Priician's hea<], 
(The head and founder cf their order, 225 

'Iliat ftirring hats held worfe than murder) 
Thefc, thinking they 'r^ obliged to troth 
Ir: i'wearing, will not take an oath : 
Like mules, who, if they 'vc not their will 
To keep their own pace, Ibnd ftock ftill : 130 

But they are v/eak, and little know 
What fiec-born Confcicnces may do. 
*Tis the temptation of the devil 
That makes all human aftions evil ; 
For Saints may do the fame things by 235 

The Spirit, in fincerity. 
Which other men arc tempted to. 
And at the devil's inftance do, 
And yet the actions be contrary, 
Jufl as the Saints and Wicked vary. ^^ 

For 
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For as on land there is no btaft 
But in fome fifh at fea *s expreft | 
. So in the Wicked there 's no vice • 

Of which the Saints haye not a f^ce f 
And yet th^t! thing that *6 pious in 145 

The one, in th^ other is a fin. < 

Is *t not ridiculous and non^fe, 
A Saint fhould be a ilave to Confcicncei 
That ought to be above ftich fancies^ 
As far as above Ordinances ? 25# 

She \ of the wicked, as I guefs, 
B' her looks, her language, and her dreft :. 
And though, like conftablesi we fearch 
For falfe wares one another*! Church j 
Yet all of us hold this for true, 2^55 

No faith is to the Wicked due. 
For truth is precious and divine. 
Too rich a pearl for earned fwine. 

Quoth Hudibras, All this is truej 
Yet *tis not fit that ali men knew 2^6 

Thofe myfteries and revelations j. 
And therefore topical •evftiions 
Of fubtle turns and fiiifts of (enfe^ 
Serve beft with tk* Wicked for pretence j 
Such as the learned' Jefuits u(e, 263^ 

And Prefbyterians, for excufe 
Againft the Proteftants, whem th' happen 
To find their Churches t^ken nipping : 
As thus ; A breach of Oath is dupWi^ 
Aad.either way admits a ^ruple, ' . t*;v 

' G 4. And 
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And may be ex parte of the maker. 
More criminal than th' injur'd taker | 
For he that ftrains too far a vow, 
Will break it, like an o'er-bent bow j 
And he that made, and forcM it, broke it, sjj 

Not he that for Convenience took it. 
A broken oath is, quatenus oath. 
As found t' all purpofes of troth ; 
As broken laws ai-e ne'er the worfe, 
^ay, till they *re broken have no- force* aSo 

What 's juftice to a man, or laws. 
That never. comes within their claws ? 
They have no power, but to admoniihj 
Cannot control, coerce, or puniOi, 
Until they 're broken, and then touch 285 

Thofe only that do make them fuch. 
Befide, no engagement is allowed 
l^y men in prifon made for good; 
P'or when they Ve fet at liberty. 
They 're from th' engagement too fet free# 190 

The Rabbins write. When any Jew 
Did make to God or man a vow, • 

Which afterwards he found untoward. 
And ftubborn to be kept, or too hard.. 
Ally three other Jews o' th' nation 495 

Might free him from the obligation : 
And have notJ:wo Saints power to ufe 
A greater privilege than three Jews ? 
The court of Confcience, which in man 
Should be fuprcme and.fovcran^ -3«d. 

It 
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Is 't fit (hould be fubordinate "- 

To every petty cojirt i' th* ftate. 
And have lefs power than the Ufhr, 
To deal with perjufy at pleafure? " 

Have its proceedings difallow'd, or 305 

Allow' d, at fancy of pye-powder^ 
Tell all it does, or does not know. 
For fwearing ex officio? 

Be forcM t' impeach a broken hedg% • . 

And pigs unring'd at ^if, franc, pledget . ^\^ 

Difcover thieves, and bawds, recufants, 
Priefts, witches, eaves -droppers, andnufance; 
Tell who did play at games unlawful. 
And who fillM pots of ale but half-full ; 
And have no power at all, nor fliift 315 

To help itfelf at a dead lift? 
Why fhould not Confoience have vacation 
As well as other Courts o' th' nation.j 
Have equal pov^ to adjourn. 

Appoint appearance and return^ 3116 

And make as nice diiHn£lion femre 
To fplit a cafe, as thofe that carve. 
Invoking cuckolds' names, hit joints ? 
Why fliould not tricks as flight do points ? 
J^ not th' High<»court of Juftice fwom 325 

To judge that law that ferves their tum^ 
Make their own jealouile* high-treafon, 
And fix them whomfoe'er they pleafe on ? 
Cannot the learned Couhfel there 
Make law« in any ihape appear? 330 

Mould 
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Mould them as witches do their day^ 

When they make pictures to deftroy,. 

And vex them into any form 

That fits their purpofb to do hamv^ 

Rack them until they do confefs^ 33^ 

Impeach o£ treafon vrhom they pleafc,. 

And moft perfidioudy condemn 

Thofe that cngag'd their lives for Acm I 

And yet do nothing in their own fenfe^ 

But what they oiight by Oath and Con(cience«. 34a 

Can they not juggle, and with flight 

Conveyance play witb wrong and right; 

And fell their blafts of wind as dear 

As Lapland witches bottled air ? 

Will not Fear, Favour, Bribe, and Grudge^ 34.^ 

The fame cafe feveral ways adjudge f 

As feamen with the felf-fame gale. 

Will feveral different courfes fail 5 

As, when the fea breaks o>r its bounds^ 

And overflows the level groimd^, 35]^ 

Thofe banks and dams, that, like a fcreen. 

Did keep it out, now keep it in ;. 

So when tyrannical ufurpation 

Invades the freedom of a nation. 

The laws o^ th* land, that were intended 359 

To keep it out,, are. made defend it. 

Does^ 

Ver. 345. Grudge, "[ Grutcby in the four firft editions. 
Ver. 353.] So ivben fyranmcal, in the four firft edi*- 
tionst Altered to tyrannick^ in 1700, if not fooner. 



Does not in Chancery every man fw^ai* 

What makes beft for him in his anfwvr ? 

Is not the winding-up witneffes, 

vAjid nicking, more than half the bufknefs ? ^Si 

For witnefles, like watche«> go 

Juft as they 're fet, too faft or flow | 

And where in. Confcience they 're ftrait-Iac'd^ 

'Tis ten to one that fide i« caft. 

Dq not your Juries give their vcrdi6lr j^^ 

As if they felt the caufe> not heard it l 

And as they pleafe, make matter o' faft 

Run all on one fide, as they 're packt ? 

Nature has made man*s breaft no windores^. 

T<t publifh what ht does within dobrs ; 37^. 

Nor what dark fecret« there in)iabit> 

Unlefs his own rafti folly blab it. 

If Oaths can do a man no good 

In his own bulinefs, why they ihou*d. 

In other matters, do him hiirt, 37 e 

I think there 's little reafon for *t. 

He that impofes an Oath makes it. 

Not he that for Convenience takes it t 

Then how can any man be faid 

To break an oath he never made ^ 3S6 

Thefe reafon s may perhaps look oddly 

To th' Wicked^ though they evince the Godly j 

But if they will not ferve to cleaK 

My honour, I am ne'er the near. 

Honour is like that glaffy bubble, 3^5 

That finds phik>ibphen fudl trptibfe. 
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Whoie leaft pajt cnckt, the whok docs flj. 
And wits are cnckt to find out whj. 

Quoth Ralphoy HoQour *s bat a word 
STo fwear by only in a Lord : «m 

In other men *tis but a huff 
To vapour with, inftead of fvoof. 
That, like a wen, looks big and fwcUs, 
Is CtDftlcftf and )uft nothing elie. 
Let it (quoth he) be what it will, |^^ 

It has the world's opinion ftiil. 
But as men are not wife that run 
The flighted hazard they may (hun. 
There may a medium be found out 
^Q clear to all the wprld the doubt j ^4>o 

And that is, if a man may do % 
By proxy whipt, or fubftitute. 

Though nice and dark the point appear, 
(Quoth Ralph) it may hold up and clear. 
Xhat Sinners may fupply the place 405 

t)f fuffering Saints, is a plain cafe. 
Juftice gives fentence many times. 
On one man for pother's crimes. 
Our Brethren of New-England ufe 
Choice malefa£lors to excufe, 410 

And hang the Guiltlefs in their ftead. 
Of whom the Churches have lefs need 5 
As lately 't happened s In a town 
There livM a Cobler, and but one. 
That out of Do£lrine could cut Ufe, 415 

And mend men^s lives m well as ihoes. 

This 
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This precious Brother having flain. 

In times of peace, an Indian, 

Not out of malice, but mere zeal, 

(B^aufe he was an InHdel) ^^&. 

The mighty Tottipottymoy 

Sent to our Elders an envoy. 

Complaining forelyof the ^breach 

Of league, held forth by Brother Patchy 

Againft the articles in- force 425- 

Between both Churches, his and ours. 

For which he cravM the Saints to render • 

Into his hands, or hangj th' offender 5 

But they maturely having weighed 

Thty had no more but him o' th' trad^^ 43^ 

(A man that ferv'd them in a double 

Capacity, to teach and cobbl©) 

RelblvM to fpare him 5 yet to do . 

The Indian Hoghan Moghan too. 

Impartial juftice, in his ftcad did 43^^ 

Hang an old Weaver that was bed-rid r 

Then wherefore may not you be ikipp'd. 

And in your room another whipp'd ? 

Foi all philofophers, but the Sceptic^ 

Hold whipping may be fympathetic^ 44a 

It is enoi^, quoth Hudibras, 
Thou haft refolv'd and clearM the cafej . ) 

And canft, in Confcicnce, not rcfufe>. 
From thy own Do6b:ine, to raife Ufe j 
X kiaow thou wilt.npt (for my fake) 445 

Be tender-confcienc'd of thy back j 
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Ties fr5|^ ^&(e <6C dtf cvoal psrkcE, 

AJk Ifitlcft <4 kaam^ -vrTI be ftop?'^ 45s 

F'X M 2iJ jcrapto of ?^ aartjcre. 

The pmt opQ9 ys cwb OMKcsBft. 

A4 IM flKM cf hh own lelf cttcfccs 455 

Tht itdb^ or anKwoBs Ffcndi acko i 

^# r#o man docs haaMi coDfiocr, 

B7 bit ofrn dodfiaCy of his tans s 

Ar,'! tWigh all ay down iSdf, none Keans 

H«i own (tlf m a littral (Mt s 4C# 

Btfide»y it it not only foppilb. 

But wiltf idolatrous y and PojHfh, 

For one man out of his own iiun 

To fn(k and whip another^t fin ; 

A« pedants out of fchool-boys^ breeches 465 

Do claw and cuny their own itches. 

But in this cafe it is pr<»fane. 

And finful too, becaule in vain ; 

For we muft take oar Oaths upon it 

Yon did the deed, when I have done it. 470 

Quoth Hudibrasy That *s anfwerM foon ; 
Give ut the whip, we *11 lay it on. 

Quoth Ralpho, That we may fwear true, 
'Twerc properer that I whipp'd you ; 
For when with your confent ^tis done, 47^ 

The a^ it really your own^ 

^ Quoth 
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Quoth Hudibras, It is in vain 
(I fee) to argue 'gainft the grain. 
Or, like the ftars, incline men to 
What they 'r^ averfe themfelvcs to do« 489 

For'; ^hen difputes are weary'd out, 
'Tis intereil ftill refolves the doubt 4 
But (ince no reafon can confute yet^ 
I Ml try to force you to youi* dutyj 
For fo it is, howe'er you mince it, . ^J^^ 

As, ere we part, I fhall evince it 5 
And curry (if you ftand out) whether 
You will or no, your ftubborn leather. 
Can ft thon refufe to bear thy part 
I' th' public Work, bafe as thon art f 4^ 

To higgle thus, for a few blows. 
To gain thy Knight an opulent fpoufe, 
Whofe wealth his bowels yearn to purchaie. 
Merely for th' intereft of the Churches ? 
And when he has it in his claws, 4^^ 

Will not be hide-bound to the Caufes 
Nor Hialt thou find him a curmudgin. 
If thou difpatch it without grudging t 
If not, refolve, before wq go. 
That you and I muft pull a crow, ^^^ 

Ye ^ad beft (quoth Ralpho) as the Ancients 
Say wifely. Have a cai'e o* th* main chance. 
And Look before you ere you leap 5 
For As you fow, ye 're like to reap : 
And were y* as good as George-a*Greefly 595 

1 4iould make bold to turn agun^ 

Nor 
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Nor am I doubtful of the ifTue 

In a juft quarrel, aiid mine is fo. 

Is *t fitting for a man of honour 

To. whip the Saints, like Biihop Bonner ? 519 

A Knight t* ufurp the Beadle's office. 

For which y' are like to raife brave trophies ? 

But I advile you (not for fear, 

But for your own fake) to forbear, 

Ahfi for the Churches, which may chance, 515 

From hence, to fpring a variance, , 

And raife among" thcmfelves new fcraples. 

When common danger hardly couples. 

Remember how in arms and politicks 

We ftill have worfted all your holy tricks t 510 

Trepanned your Party with intrigue. 

And took your Grandees ddwn a peg ; 

New-model'd th' Army, and cafhier'd 

All that to Legion Smec adher'd j 

Made a mere utenfii o' your Church, 525 

And after left it in the lurch ; 

A fcaffold to build np our own. 

And when we 'ad d6ne with 't pull'd it down j 

CapochM your Rabbins of the Synod, 

And fnapp'd their Canons with a Why-not : 53a 

(Grave Synod-men, that were rever'd 

For folid face, and depth of beard) ^ 

Their 

Vtr. 529.] O^tr-reach" dy in all editions but the two^ 
fir ft of 1664., to 1704, iji^ufive. Cafocb^d, refloredin* 
Jaicr editions f which lignifies bgoded^ or blindfolded^ 
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.Their ClalFick model proved a maggot, 
Xheir Dire6l'ry an Indian pagod ;. 
And drown'd their Difcipline like a kitten, 535 

On which they 'ad been fo long a fitting j 
Decry'd it as a holy cheat, 
Grown out of date and obfolete,. 
And all the Saints of the firft grafs,. 
As caftling foals of Balaam's afs. 54.0 

At this ih'i Knight grew high in chafe. 
And, ftaring furioully on Ralph,^ 
He trembltd and look'd pale with ire, 
Like afhes firll, then red as fire. 
Have I (quoth he) been ta'cn in fight, 545 

And for fo many moons lain by 't, 
And, when all other means did fail. 
Have been exchanged for tubs of ale ? 
Not but they thought me worth a ranfom 
Much more confiderable and handfome, 550 

But for their own fakes, and for fear 
They were not fafe when I was there ; 
Now to be baffled by a fcoundrel, 
Aa upilart Sectary, and a mongrel. 
Such as breed out of peccant humours 555 

Of our own Church, like wens or tumours. 
And, like a maggot in a fore, 
Would that which gave it life devour; 

It 

Ver. 543.] This,' and' the following line, not in tht 
two fird editions of 1664. Added 1674. 
Vot. I. P 
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It never fliall be done or faid : 

With that he feizM upon his blade ; 56cf 

And Ralpho too, as quick and bold. 

Upon his bafket-hilt laid hold^ 

With equal readinefs prepai'd. 

To draw and ftand upon his guard ; 

When both were parted on the fudden, 565 

With hideous clamour, and a loud one. 

As if all forts of noife had been 

Contracted into one loud din ; 

Or that fome mennber to be chofen 

Had got the odds above a thoufand ; 57© 

And by the greatnefs of his noife, 

Prov'd fitted for his country's choice. 

This ftrange furprifal put the Knight 

And wrathful Squire into a fright; 

And though they ftood prepared, with fatal 575 

Impetuous i-ancbur, to join" battle. 

Both thought it was the wifeft courfe 

To wave the fight, and iifount to horfe. 

And to fecure, by fwift retreating, 

Themfelves from danger of worfe beating. 580 

Yet neither of them would difparag^. 

By uttering of his mind, his courage; 

Which made them ftouily keep their ground. 

With hoiTor and difdain wind-bound. 

And now the caufe of all their fear 58^ 

By flow degrees approached fo near. 

They 
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They might diftinguUh different noifc 

Of horns, and pans, ajid dogs^ and boys. 

And kettle-drums, whoij? Allien dub 

Sounds like the hooping of a tub^ sfo 

«t when the fight app^ar'd iu view, 
ley found it was an aiitique ihew ^ 
triumph that, for pomp and ftate^ 
Did prouded Romans* emulate : 
For as the Aldermen of Rome 5^5 

Tbeir foes at training overcome. 
And not enlarging territory, 
(As fome, miftaken, write in ftory) 
Being mounted in their beil: array. 
Upon a carre, and who but they ? 60c 

And followed with a world of tail-lads. 
That merry ditties troU'd, and ballads. 
Did ride with many a 'Good-morrow, 
Crying, Key for our town, through the Borough ; 
So when this triumph drew fo nigh, 605 

They might particulars defcry. 
They never faw two things fo pat. 
In all refpe6ls, as this and that. 
Firft he that led the cavalcate 

Wore a fow-gelder's flagellate, 619 

On 

Ver. 587. ^bey miebi dijiingmjbi &c.] They might 
difctrn refpeBi've noifiy in the two firft editions of 1664. 

Ver. 596. Tteir Jbes.'\ For foes, in all editions to 
J 704., inclufive. 

Ver. 609, 610.] Cavalcatty — FlageUate^ in the four 
firft editions. Afterwards altered to^ cavalcade, fla- 
gcllet. 

P % 
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On which he blew as ftrong a levet^ 

As well-fee*d lawyer on his brev'ate. 

When over one another*s heads 

They charge (three ranks at once) like Sweads. 

Next pans and kettles of all keys, Ct$ 

From trebles down to double bafe i 

And after them, upon a nag. 

That might pafs for a forehand ftag, 

A Comet rode> and on his flafF 

A fmock difplayM did proudly wave ; 6io 

Then bagpipes of the loudeft drones, 

With fnuffling, broken-winded tones> 

Whofe blafts of air, in poekets fliut, 

Sound filthier than from the gut. 

And make a viler noife than fwine, C25 

In windy weather, when they whine. 

Next one upon a pair of panniers. 

Full fraught with that which, for good-manners. 

Shall here be namelefs, mixt with grains. 

Which he difpens'd among the fwains, 43a 

And bufily upon the crowd 

At random round about beftow'di 

Then, mounted on a homed horfe. 

One bore a gauntlet and gilt fpura, 

Ty'd to the pummel of a long fword 63^ 

He held reverft, the point tura'd downward : 

Next 

Ver. 613, 614.] Thefe two lines are not in the two 
fii a editions of 1 664., but added in 1674.. Like Sweads^ 
altered, 26S4.) to Sviid€i% 
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Next after, on a raw-bon'd fteed, 

The conqueror's Standard-bearer rid. 

And bore aloft before the champion 

A petticoat difpldy^'dy and rampant $ 640 

Near whom the Amazon triumphant 

Beftrid her beaft, and on the rump on *t 

Sat face to tail, and bum to bum $ 

The warrior whilom overcome, 

Arm*d with a fpindle and a diftafF, ^45 

Which as he rode flie made him twift off; 

And when he loiterM, o'er her fhoulder 

Chaftiz'd the reformado foldier. 

Before the Dame, and round about, 

MarchM whifflers and ftaifiers on foot, 5 50 

With lackies, grooms, valets, and pages. 

In fit and proper equipages $ 

Of whom fome torches bore, fome links. 

Before the proud virj^go minx. 

That was both Madam 3xA a Don, 655 

Like Nero's Sporas or Pope Joan 3 

And at fit periods the whole rout 

Set up their throats with clamorous fhout. 

The Knight tranfported, and the Squire, 

Put up their weapons and their ire ; 660 

And Hudibras, who us'd to ponder 

On fuch fights with judicious wonder. 

Could hold no longer to impart 

His animadverfions, for his heart. 

Quoth he. In all my life, till now, 665 

I ne'er faw fo profane a ihow 3 
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It is a Paganiih invention^ 

Which Heathen writers often mention 5 

And he who made it had read Good^n, 

Or Rofs, or Caelius Rhodogine, ^76 

With all the Grecian Speeds and Stows, 

That beft defcribc thofe ancient (hoWs j 

And has obferv'd all fit decorums 

We find defcrib'd by old hiltorians : 

For as the Roman conqiieror, <7^ 

That put an end to foreigh war. 

Entering the town in triumph for it. 

Bore a (lave with him in his chariot ; 

So this inlulting female brave 

Carries, behind her here, a flave : . 6S0 

Aid ; s the Ancients long ago, 

W hen they in field defyM the foe, 

Hung out their mantles delta guerre^ 

So her proud Standard-bearer here, 

Waves on his fpear, in deadful manner, 685 

A Tyrian petticoat for banner. 

Next links and torches, heretofore 

Still borne before the emperor : 

And as in antique triumph eggs 

Were borne for myftical intrigues j 690 

There '$ one, in truncheon like a ladle. 

That carries eggs too, frefti or addle j 

And 

Ver. 671.] This, and the following line, not in the 
two UrOi editions of 1664, but added i674« 
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And ilill at random, as he goes. 
Among the rabble-rout beftows. 

Quoth Ralpho, You miftake the matter j 695 

For all th' antiquity you fmatter 
Is but a riding usM of coqrfe. 
When The grey mare 's the .better horfe 5 
When o'er the breeches greedy women 
Fight, to extend their vail dominion, 700 

And in the cauie impatient Grizel * 

Has drubbM her husband with bull's pizzle. 
And brought him under Covert-baron, 
To turn her vafTal with a murrain ; 
When wives their fexcs fliift, like hares, 705 

And ride their huibands, like night -mares, 
And they, in mortal battle vaaquifh'd. 
Are of their charter difenfranchis'd. 
And by the right of war, like gills. 
Condemned to dtHaff, horns, and wheels : 710 

For when men by their wives are cow'd. 
Their horns of courfe arc underftood. 

Quoth Hudibras, Thou ilill giv'ft fcntence 
Impertinently, and againft fenfe : 
'Tis not the leaft difparageraent 715 

To be defeated by th' event. 
Nor to be beaten by main force ; 
That does not make a man the worfe. 
Although his fhouldcrs with battoon 
Be claw'd and cudgel'd to fome tune, 720 

A tailor's prentice has no hard 
Mcafurc, that 's bang'd with a true yard j 

P 4 But 
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But to turn tail, or niD away. 

And without blows give up the day ; 

Or to Airrender ere th* aflault, 715 

That *8 no man^s fortune, but his fault ; 

And renders men of honour lefs 

Than all th' adverfity of fuccefs 5 

And only unto fuch this fhew 

Of horns and petticoats is due. 730 

There is a Icfler profanation. 

Like that the Romans callM Oradon : 

For as ovation was allowM 

For conqueft purchasM without blood j 

So men decree thofe leffer (hows 735 

For viflory gotten without blows. 

By dint of (harp hard words, which fome 

Give battle with, and overcome j 

Thefe mounted in a chair-curule. 

Which Modems call a Cucking-ftool, 74.0 

March proudly to the river's fide, 

And o'er the waves in triumph ride ; 

Like dukes of Venice, who are faid 

The Adriatic fea to wed j 

And have a gentler wife than thofe 745 

For whom the ftate decrees thofe (hows. 

But both are Heathenifli, and come 

From th* Whores of Babylon and Rome, 

And by the Saints Hiould be withftood, 

As antichriftian and lewd j 750 

And we, as fuch, fliould now contribute 

Our utmoft ftrugglings to prohibit. 

Thii 
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This faid, they both advancMy and rode 
A dog-trot through the bawling crowd 
T* attack the leader, and ftill preft, 755 

3!^ill they approached him breaft to bread : 
Then Hudibras, with face and hand, 
Made (Igns for Hlence $ which obtained) 
"What means (quoth he) this derirs proceiEon 
With men of orthodox profeifion ? 760 

"'TIS ethnique and idolatrous. 
From HeathenifmderivM to us. 
Does not the Whore of Babylon ride 
Upon her horned Beaft aftride. 

Like this proud Dame, who either is 765 

A type ©f her, or ihe of this ? 
Are things of fuperllittous fun^ion* ' 
Fit to be us'd in Gofpel funlhine ? 
It is an antichriftian opera. 

Much us'd in midnight times of Popery^ 770 

Of running after felf-inventions 
Of wicked and profane intentions } 
To fcandaiize that fex for fcolding. 
To whom the Saints are fo beholding. 
Women, who were our firft apoftles, 775 

Without whofe aid we *ad all been loft elfe { 

W/bmen, 

Ver. 775.] The women were zealous contributors to 
the Good Caufc, as they called it, Mr. James Howel 
obferves, " That unufual voluntary collections were 
** made both in town and country ; the feamftrefs 
** brought in her illver thimble, the chamber-maid her 

«< bodkin* 
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Women, that left no ftone untumM 
In which the Caufe might be concem'd 5 
Brought in their children's fpoons and whiftles. 
To purchafe fwords, carbines, and piftols 5 780 

Their hufbands, cullies, and fweethearts. 
To take the Saints' and Chmrches' parts 5 
Drew fevecal Gifted Brethren in. 
That for the Biihops would have been. 
And fixM them conftant to the party, 7^5 

With motives powerful and hearty 5- 
Their hulbands robbM, and made Hard fhif^s 
T' adminifter unto their Gifts 
AH they could rap, and rend, and pilfer. 
To fcraps and ends of gold and filver ;. 790 

Rub'd down the Teachers, tir'd and fpent 
With holding forth for Parliament ; 
Pamper' d and edify'd their zeal 
With marrow-puddings many a meal : 
Enabled them, with (lore of meat, 79^ 

On controverted points, to eat ; 
And cramm'd them, till their guts did ake. 
With caudle, cuftard, and plum -cake. 
What hav« they done, or what left undone. 
That might advance the Caufe at London ? See 

March'J 



*• bodkin, the cook her filvcr fpoon, into the common 
** treafury of war. — And fome Ibrt of females were 
** freer in their contributions, fo far as lo part with 
'' their rings and^ar-rings, as if fome golden calf were 
'' to be molten and fet u^ to be idolized/* 
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MarchM rank and file, with drttfn and eniigDy 
T' intrench the City for defence in 5 
Rais'd rampicFa with their own foft hands. 
To put the enemy to ftands ; 

From ladies down to oyfter- wenches to'^ 

Laboured like pioneers in trenches, 
Fall'n to their pick-afxes and tools, 
And help'd the men to dig like mohs. 
Have not the handmaids of the City 
Chofe of their Members a Committee^ tio 

For raifmg of a connwon purfe, 
Out of their wages, to raife hoife > 
And do they not as Tryers fit. 
To judge what officers are fit ? 

Have they — At that an egg let fly 1 15 

Hit him dire6lly -o'er the eye. 
And, running down his cheek, befmear?d' 
With orange-tawny flirae his beard 5 
But beard and (lime being of one hue. 
The woun4 the lefs appeared in view. 820 

Then 

Ver. 807.] Falfg, in the three "firft editions. F^li^ 
edition 1684. 

Ver. 813, 814.] "The Houfe confidered in the 
** next place, that divers weak perfons have crept into 
** places beyond their abilities ; and, to the end that 
** men of greater parts "may be put into their rooms, 
** they appointed the Lady Middlefex, Mrs. Dunch, 
«« the Lady Fofter, and the Lady Anne Waller, by 
** reafon of their great experience in foldiery in the 
*< kingdom, to be a Committee of Tryers for the bu- 
f< finefs." See " The Pailiatufetlt ot t^Jiik'i;' \.^. 
3 



loo BUTL£R*S POEMS. 

Then he that on the panniers rode. 

Let fly on th* other fide a load. 

And, quickly chargM again, gave fiilly. 

In Ralpho^s face, another volley. 

The Knight was fUrtied with the fmell, ti$ 

And for his fword began to feel ; 

And Ralpho, fmother'd with the ftink, 

Grafp'd his, when one that bore a link 

O' th' fydden clappM his flaming cudgel. 

Like linftock, to the horfe^s touch-hole ; S|0 

And flraight another, with his flambeau. 

Gave Ralpho o'er the eyes a damn*d blow. 

The beafts began to kick and fling. 

And forc'd the rout to make a ring 5 

Through which they quickly broke their way, 835 

And brought them off from further fray 5 

And, though diforderM in retreat. 

Each of them ftoutly kept his feat : 

For quitting both their fwords and reins. 

They grafpM with all their ftrength the manes, S40 

And, to avoid the foe's purfuit. 

With fpurring put their cattle to 't. 

And till all four were out of wind. 

And danger too, ne'er look'd behind. 

After they 'ad paus'd awhile, fupplying 845 

Their fpirits, fpent with fight and flying. 

And Hudibras recruited force 

Of lungs, for a£lion or difcourfe ; 

Quoth 

Ver* 839.] Rains 9 in the foiur firft editions. 
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Quoth he. That man is fure to lofe 
That fouls his hands with dirty foes; S50' 

For where no honour ^s to be gainM, 
*Tis thrown away in being maintained a 
*Twas ill for us we had to da 
With fo dishonourable a foe : 

For though the law of arms doth bar %px 

The ufe of venom'd fliot in war. 
Yet by the naufeoHS (mtWy and ^oifome. 
Their cafe-lhot favour ftrong of poifon. 
And doubtlefB have been cbewM with teeth 
Of fome that had a (linking breathy $Sa 

Elfe, when we put it to the pufli. 
They had not giv*n us fuch a bruih t 
But as thofe pultroons that fling dirt 
I>o but defile, but cannot hurt f 
So all the honour diey have won, $$f 

Or we have loft, is much at one. 
*Twas well we made fo refolute 
A brave retreat, without purfuit ; 
For if we had not, we had fped 

Much worfe^ to be in triymph led $ S70 

Than which the Ancients held no ftate 
Of man*s life more unfortunate. 
But if this bold adventure e'er 
Po chance to reach the Widow*8 ear» 

It 

Ver. 868. fFttbout purfuit.^ T^ avoid purfuit, in 
the two firft. editions of i664. 
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It may, being deftinM to afi*ert S75 

H«r fex^s honour, reach her hearts 

And as fuch hompLy treats (they fay) 

Portend good fortune, fo this niay. 

Vefpafian being daubM with dirt. 

Was deftinM to the empire for *t ; Uo 

Aad from a fcavengeir did Qoxnt 

To be a mighty prince in Rome : 

And why may not this foul addieft 

Prefage in love the fame fuccefs ? 

Then let us ftraight, to cleanfe our woimds, 8S5 

Advance in queft of neareft posds \ 

And after (as we firlF de%nM) 

Swear I've perform'd what ihe enjoin'd. 

Ver. S79.] This, and the five following lines, not 
in the two firfl editions of 1664. A4ded in 1674.. 
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PART ir. CANTO III. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

The Knight, with various doubts poffeft. 

To win the Lady goes in queft 

Of Sidrophel the Rofycrucian, 

To know the Deft'rties' resolution ; . 

With whom being met, they both chop logic 

About the fcience aibrologic j 

Till falling from difpute to fight. 

The Conjurer's worfled by the Knight. 

DOUBTLESS the pleafure is as great 
Of being cheated, as to cheat j 
As lookers-on feel moft delight. 
That leaft perceive a juggler's fleight, 
And, ftill the lefs they underftand, 5 

The more they' admire his fleight of hand. 

Some with a noife ami greafy light 
Are fnapt, as men catch laiks by night, 
£nfnar'd and hamper' d by the foul. 
As noofes by the legs catch fowl. 10 

Some 
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Some with a medicine and receipt 
Are drawn to nibble at the bait ; 
And though it be a two-foot trout,, 
'Tis with a fingtb hair pull'd out. 

Oth€rs believe no voice t' an organ t$ 

So fweet as lawyer's in his bar-gown. 
Until with fubtie cobweb-cheats 
They 're catch'd in knotted law, like nets j 
In which, when once they are imbrangled. 
The more they ftir, the more they 're tangled j ao 
And while their purfes can difpute. 
There 'sno end of th' immortal fuit. 

Others ftill gape f anticipate 
The cabinet-defigns of Fate, 

Apply to^wizards, ta forefee 15 

What fhall, and what fhall never be 5 
And, as thofe vultures do forebode. 
Believe events prove bad or good'j 
A flam more fenfelefs than the roguery 
Of old aurufpicy and augury, 30 

That out of g^bages of cattle 
Prefag'd th' events of truce or battle ; 
From flight of birds, or chicken's pecking, 
Succefs of great'ft attempts would reckoa-t . 
Though cheats, yet more intelligible, 35- 

Than tliofe that with the ftars do fribble^ 

This 



Ver. 45.] ^pplj ta ivizards. Run after, in the 
edition of 1664.. 
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This Hudibras by proof found true. 

As in due time and place we Ul fliew : 

For he with beard and face made clean. 

Being mounted on his deed again 4.0 

(And Ralpho got a cock-horfe too, » 

Upon his beail, with much ado) 

Advanced on for the Widow's houfe, 

T' acquit himfelf, and pay his vows j 

When various thoughts began to buftle, 45 

And with his inward man to juftle. 

He thought what danger might accrue. 

If ihe fliould find he fwore untrue j 

Or, if his Squire or he Hiould fail, 

Ajid not be punctual in their tale, 50 

It might at once the ruin prove 

Both of his honour, faith, and love : 

But if he fhould forbear to go. 

She might conclude he 'ad broke his vow ; 

And that he durft not now, for fhame, 55 

Appear in court to try his claim. 

This was the pen'worth of his thought. 

To pafs time, and uneafy trot. 

Quoth he, In all my paft adventures 
X> ne'er was fet fo on the tenters, 60 

Or taken tardy with dilemma. 
That every way I. turn docs hem me. 
And with inextricable doubt 
Befets my puzzled wits about.: 

For though the Dame has been my bail, 6$ 

To free me from enchanted jail. 

Vol. L Q^ Yet 
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Yet as a dog, committed clofe 

For fome offence, by chance breaks loofe. 

And quits his clog ; but all in vain. 

He ftill draws after him his chain : 

So though my ankle (he has quitted. 

My heart continues ftill committed 5 

And like a bailM and mainpriz'd lover. 

Although at large, I am bound over : 

And when I fhall appear in court 75 

To plead my caufe, and anfwer for 't, 

Unlefs the judge do partial prove. 

What will become of me and love ? 

For if in our account we vary. 

Or but in circumftance mifcarry ; to 

Or if fhe put me to ftri6l proof. 

And make me pull my doublet off. 

To (hew, by evident record. 

Writ on my flcin, I *ve kept my word, 

How can I e'er expcft to have her, S$ 

Having demurred unto her favour ? 

But faith, and love, and honour loft. 

Shall be reduc'd f a Knight o' th' Poft ? 

Befide, that ftripping may prevent 

What I 'm to prove by argument, 90 

And juftify I have a tail. 

And that way, too, my proof may fail. 

Oh ! that I could enucleate. 

And folve the problems of my fate ; 

Or find, by necromantic art, $$ 

How far the Deft'nies take my part 5 

For 
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For if I were not more tkan certain 

To win and wear her and her fortune, 

Vd go no farther in this courtihip. 

To hazard foul, eftate, and worfliip t 100 

For though an oath obliges not, 

Where any thing is to be got 

(As thou haft prov'd), yet 'tis profane. 

And finful, when men fwear in vain. 

Quoth Ralph, Not far from hence doth dwell 105 
A cunning man, hight Sidrophel, 
That deals in Deftiny's dark coXmfeU, 
And fage opinions of the Moon fells ; 
To whom all people, far and near. 
On deep importances repair 5 no 

When brafs and pewter hap to ftray. 
And linen (links out o' the way j 
When geeCe and puUen are feducM, 
And fows of fucking pigs are chowsM $ 
When cattle feel indifpoiition, 1 1 5 

And need th' opinion of phyfician ; 
When muiTain reigns in hogs or iheep. 
And chickens languifh of the pip ; 
When yeft and outward means do fail. 
And have no power to work on ale $ 120 

When 

Ver. I ©6.] William Lilly, the famous aftrologcr of 
thofe times, who in his yearly almanacks foretold vic- 
tories for the Parliament with as much certainty as the 
preachers did in their fermons. 
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When butter does refufe to come, ^ 

And love proves crofs and humourfome ; 

To him with queftions, and with urine. 

They for difcovcry flock, or curing. 

Quoth Hudibras, This Sidrophel 12 j 

I Ve heard of, and ihouM like it weU, 
If thou canft prove the Saints have freedom 
To go to forcerers when they need them* 

Says Ralpho, There 's no doubt of that ^ 
Thofe principles I quoted late j,y^ 

Prove that the Godly may alledge- 
For any thing their privilege. 
And to the devil himfelf may goj. 
If they have motives thereunto » 

For, as there is a war betweeiv 15^ 

The devil and them, it is no fin. 
If they by fubtle ftratagem 
Make ufe of him, as he does them. 
Has not this prefent Parliament 

A ledger to the devil fent, ^40- 

Fully impowes'd to treat about 
Finding revolted witches out ? ^ 
And has not he, within a year, 
Hang'd threefcore of them in one (hire? 
Some only for not being drown'd, j^^ 

And fome for fitting above ground, 
Whole days and nights, upon their breeches^ 
And feeling pain, were hang'd' for witches 5 
And fome for putting knavilh tricks 
Uf^n gnen gecfe aad turkey-chicks, j^ 

Or 
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Or pigs that fuddenly deceaft 

Of griefs unnatural, as he gueft 5 

Who after provM himfelf a witch. 

And made a rqd for his own breech. 

Did not the devil appear to Martin 155 

Liither in Germany, for c^lain ? 

And would have guU'd him with a tricky 

But Mart, was too, too politick. 

Did he not help the Dutch to purge. 

At Antwerp, their cathedral church ? 160 

Sing catches to the Saints at Mafcon, 

And tell them all they came to aik him/ 

Appear in divers Shapes to Kelly, 

And fpeak i* th' Nun of Loudon's belly? 

Meet with the Parliament's Committee, 1^5 

Ax Woodftock, on a pcrfonal treaty ? 

At Sarum take a cavalier, 

I' th' Caufe's fcrvice, prifoner ? 

As Withers in immortal rhyme 

Has regifter'd to after-time. 170 

too not our great Reformers ufe 

This Sidrophcl to forebode news 5 

To write of victories next year. 

And caftles taken yet iVth' airi 

Of 



Ver. 169.] This Withers was a Puritanical officer 
in the Parliament army, and a great pretender to poe- 
try, as appears from his .Poems enumerated hy A. 
Wood. 



0.3 
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Of battles fought at fea^ and fhip8 175 

Sunk two years hence, the laft cclipfe } 

A total o'erthrow given the King 

In Cornwall, horfe and foot, next ipring ? 

And has not he point-blank foretold 

Whatfoe'er the Clofe Committee would ? 18a 

IVIade Mars and Saturn for the Caufe, 

The Moon for fundamqatal laws ? 

The Ram, the Bull, and Goat, declare 

Againft the Book of Common-Prayer ? 

The Scorpion take the Proteftation, jgj 

And Bear engage for Reformation ? 

Made all the Royal ftars recant, 

Compound, and take the Covenant ? 
Quoth Hudibras, The cafe is clear 

The Saints may' employ a conjurer, 190 . 

As thou haft provM it by their praftice j 

No argument like matter of fa6l is : 

And we are beft of all led to 

jVJen's principles by what they do. 

Then let us ftrait advance in queft J95 

Of this profound gymnofophift. 

And, as the Fates and he advife, 

Purfue or wave this enterprife. 

This faid, he tum'd about his fteed. 

And eftfoons on th' adventure rid 5 ao# 

Where leave we him and Ralph awhile^ 

And to the conjurer turn our ftyle. 

To let our reader underftand 

\'\ hat 's ufcful of him before-hand. 

He 
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He had bean long- ^awards Jiarii e miicz, i : r 

Optics, poilcLcptijy Jmt dixCcHr 

Magic, faoroump^r atirmogTr 

And was old tir.g; it phyiioicgy 5 

But as a dii^r oac rums die ibtt 

Bcftirs timiid./, and piles ois fiat no 

Xo clixaib the -yjiegj., bur ail la Tnzn, 

His own wcig^^it hri.3;p hiTS doewn again. 

And ttill ts 's in. the !elf-l2-T:e place 

"Where at Efj flit::i=.^ o«t ae was ; 

So ia the driU of tlie art* 21^ 

Did he adTa:ic2 his natural parts. 

Till faiiiirg back teiii, for retreat. 

He fell to ja^g-e, cant, and ch^t : 

For as t^clt fowls that iive in water 

Arc never wet, h; did hut foiatter ; 1 iv> 

Whate'er he iabour'd to appear. 

His under&anding ftiil was clear $ 

Yet aone a deeper knowledge boalled. 

Since old Hodge Bacon, and Bob Groiled. 

IV 

Ver. »»4-] Roger Bacon, commonly called f/V,ir 
Baror, lived in tne reign of our Edward I, ;ind toi 
fome iittk (kill he had in the raathematicks,\va'i hy ilu- 
rabble accounted a conjurer, and had the fottiih Itoi y 
of the Brazen Head fathered upon him by ihc i^nuiuiu 
Monks of thofe days. 

ibid.] Bifliop Grofted was Bilhop of Lincoln* 30th 

Henry III. A. D. 1135. " He was fulpcCUi by u\« 

** ckigy to be a conjurer ; for which crim^ he wa* d.- 

<^ prived by Pope Innocent IV. and iuauooaed to ap*. 

0^4. - a,: 
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Th' intelligible world he knew, *ir 

And all men di-eam on 't to be true. 

That in this world there 's not a wart 

That has not there a counterpart ; 

Nor can there on the face of ground 

An individual beard be found 230 

That has not, in that foreign nation, 

A fellow of the felf-fame fafhion j 

So cut, fo coloured, and fo curl'd. 

As thofe are in th' inferior world. 

He 'ad read Dee's prefaces before, - 235 

The Devil, and Euclid, o'er and o'er 5 

And all th' intrigues 'twixt him and Kelly, 

Lefciis and th' Emperor, would tell ye : 

But with the moon was more familiar 

Than e'er was almanac well-wilier ; 240 

Her fecrets underftood fo clear. 

That foVie believ'd he had been there j 

Knew 



«« pear at Rome." But this is a miftake 5 for the 
Pope's antipathy to him was occafioned by his frankly 
expoitulating with him (both perlbnally and by letter) 
on his encroachments upon the Englifh church and 
monarchy. He was perfecuted by Pope Innocent, but 
it is not certain that he was deprived, though Bale 
thinks he was. 

Ver. 235.] Dee was a Welfhman, and educated at 
Oxford, where he commenced Do6tpr, and afterwards 
travelled into foreign parts, in queft of chemifby, &c, 

Ver. 138.] Albertus Lafcus, Lalky, or Alafco, 
Prince Palatine of Poland, concerned with Dee and 
Kelly. 
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Knew when (he was in fitteft mood 
For cutting corns, or letting blood j 
' When for anointing fcabc oritches^ 245 

Or to the bum applying leeches -, 
When fows and bitches may be fpay'd. 
And in what lign beft cyder 's made j 
Whether the wane be, or increafe, 
Beft to fet garlic, or fow peafe ; a 50 

Who firft found out the man i' th' moon, 
TJiat to the Ancients was unknown 5 
How many dukes, and earls, and peers. 
Are in the planetaiy fphercs 5 

Xheir airy empire. and command, %^^ 

Their feveral ibrengths by fea and land ; 
What fa6Uon8 they 'avc, and what they drive at 
In public vogue, or what in private s 
With what defigns and interefts 
£ach party manages contefts. 260 

He made an inftrument to know 
If the moon fhine at full or no $ 
That would, as foon as e'er (he fhone, ftraight 
Whether 'twere day or night demonftrate ; 
Tell what her diameter to an inch is, 26^ 

And prove that (he 's not made of green cheefe. 
It would demondrate, that the man in 
The moon 's a fea Mediterranean j 
And that it is no dog nor bitch 
That ftands behind him at his breech> 370 

But a huge Cafpian fea, or lake. 
With arms, which men for legs miftake ^ 

Hqw 
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How large a gulf his tail compofes. 
And what a goodly bay his nofe is 5 
How many German leagues by th' fcalc 
Cape "Snout 's from Promontory Tail. 
He made a planetary gin, 
Which rats would run their own heads in. 
And come on purpofe to be taken. 
Without th' expence of chcefe or bacon. 
With lute-ftrings he would counterfeit 
Maggots that crawl on diftx of meat j 
Quote moles and fpots on any place 
O* th' body, by the index face j 
Deteft loft maidenheads by fneezing, 
Or breaking wind of dames, or piiHng j 
Cure warts and corns, with applicatioa 
Of medicines to tli' imagination j 
Fright agues into dogs, and fcare, , 
With rhymes, the tooth-ach and catarrh ; 
Chace evil fpirits a\\ay by dint 
Of fickle, horfe-flioe, hollow-flint ; 
Spit fire out of a walnut-fhell. 
Which made the Roman (laves rebel 5 
And fire a ml.*.e in China here. 
With fyibpathetic gun-powder. 
He knew whatfoever 's to be known, 
But much more than he knew would own. 
What medicine 'twas that Paracelfus 
Could make a man with, as he tells us } 
What figur'd Hates are beft to make. 
On watery furface, duck or drake i 
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i^hat bowling- ftonesy in running nee 

Jpon a board, have fwifteft pace ; 

iVhether a pulfe beat in the black 30^. 

Lift of a dappled loufe^s back 9 

tf fyftole or diaftole move 

Quickeft when he 's in wrath or love; 

When two of them do run a race. 

Whether they gallop, trot, or pace j ^lot 

Hkrvr many fcore$ a flea will jump. 

Of his own lengti^ from head to rump. 

Which Socratt& and Chxrephon 

In vain afiUyM fo- long agone -, 

Whether his fnout a perfeft nofe is, 315, 

And not an elepbaiu's probofcis. ^ 

How many different fpeciefes. 

Of maggots breed in i-otten cheefe ; . 

And which are next of kin to thofe 

Engendered in a chandler's noic ; 34^^ 

Or t-hofe not fecn, but underflood. 

That live in vinegar and vrood. 

A paltry wretch he had, half-ftarv'd. 
That him in place of zany ferv'd, 
Hight Whachum, bred to daih and draw, 3*5 

Not wine, but more unwholefome law j 

To 

Ver. 317. Hoiv many different fpeciefes,] Species's, 
in editions 1664., 1674, 16544. Altered toyj^^nV/^j, 1689, 

Ver. izs^lVhacbum,} Jounieymanto Sidrophe!, who 
was one Tom Jones, a foolifh Welfhman. In a Key to 
a poem of Mr. Butler's, Whachum is faid to be one 

Rtcfiard 



%^6 BUTLER'S POEMS. 

To make *twixt words and lines huge gap8» 

Wide as meridians in maps ; 

To fquander paper, and fpare ink. 

Or cheat men of their words, fome think* 

From this, by merited degrees. 

He M to more high advancement riie» 

To be an under-conjurer, 

Qr journeyman aftrologer : 

His buiinefs was to pump and wheedle. 

And men with their own, keys unriddle $ 

To make them to themfelves give anfwers. 

For which they pay the necromancers s 

To fetch and carry^ intelligence 

Of whom, and what, and where^ and whence. 

And all difcoveries difperfe 

Among th' whole pack of conjurers j 

What cut-purfes have left with them. 

For the right owners to redeem. 

And what they dare not vent, find out. 

To gain themfelves and th' ait repute ^ 

Draw figures, fchemes, and horofcopes. 

Of Newgate, Bridewell, brokers' fhops. 

Of thieves afcendant in the cart. 

And find out all by rules of art : 

Which way a ferving-man, that 's run 

With clothes or money away, is gone j 



Richard Greeny yrho publilhed a pamphlet of a]bou 
iheets of bafe ribaldry, and called, Hudi&rai in a Si 
\ was printed about the year 1667, 
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Who pick'd a fob at Holding-forth, 

A.nd where a watch, for half the worth,^ 

Way be redeem*d 5 or ftolen opiate 355 

Reftor'd at coivfcionable rate. 

Befide all this, he ferv'd his mafter 

In quality of poetafter. 

And rhymes appropriate could make 

To every month i* th* almanack j 369 

When terms begin and end could tell. 

With their returns, in doggerel 5 

When the Exchequer opes and (huts. 

And fowgeldcr with fafety cuts ; 

When men may eat and drink their fill, 365 

And when be temperate, if they will j 

When ufe, and when abftain from vice,^ 

Figs, grapes, phlebotomy, and fpicc. 

And as in prifon mean rogues beat 

Kemp for the fervice of the great, 370 

So Whachum beat his dirty brains 

T^ advance his mafter^s fame and gains. 

And, like the devil's oracles, 

Put into doggerel rhymes his fpells ; 

Which, over every mon^*s blank page* 375 

I' th^ almanack, ftrange bilks prefage*. 

He would an elegy compofe 

On maggots- fqpeezM out. of his nofef 

In lyric numbers write an ode on 

His miftrei^* eating a black-pudden $ ^flo 

And, when imprifon'd air cfcapM her,. 

It puft him with poetic rogture. 
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His fonnets charm'd th* attentiye crowd. 

By wide-mouth'd mortal ti-oll'd aloud. 

That, circled with his long-ear'd gueft«» 

Like Orpheus look'd among the beafts : 

A carman'* horfe could not pafs by I 

But ftood ty'd up to poetry ; • ^ 

No porter's burthen pafs'd alongi 

But fervM for burthen to his fong t 

Each window like a pillory appears. 

With heads thruft through, nail'd by the cars 5 

All trades run in as to the fight 

Of monfters, or their dear delight 

The gallow-tree, when cutting purfe 

Breeds bufmefs for heroic verfe $ 

Which none does hear but wonld have hung 

T* have been the theme of fuch a fong. 

Thofe two together long had JivM, 
■In manfion prudently contrived. 
Where neither tree nor houfe could bar 
The free deteftion of a ftar 5 
And nigh an ancient obeliik 
Was rais'd by him, found out by Fifk, 
On which was written, not in words. 
But hieroglyphic mute of birds, 

h 

Ver. 404.] Mr. Butler alludes to one Fi/k, of w 
Lilly obferves, that he was a licentiate in phyfic, 
bom near Framlin^ham in Suffolk ^ was bred 
country fchool, and defignM for the univerfity, 
•went not thither, ftudying phyfic and alhx>l<^ 
home, which afterwarcls he pra6lifed at Colchci 
9Jfter wMch he came to Loudon, and pra6lifed tha 
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Many rare pithy faws, concerning 

The worth of aftrologic learning : 

From top of this there hung a rope. 

To which he fattened telefcope, 41^ 

The fpeilacles with which the liars 

He reads in fmalleil charaflers. 

It happen^ as a boy, one nighty 

Did fly his tarfel of a kite^ 

The ftrangeft long-wing'd hawk that flies, 41 5 

That, like a bird of Paradife, 

Or herild's martlet, has no legs. 

Nor hatches young ones, nor lays eggs j 

His train was fix yards long, milk-white, 

At th' end of which there hung a light, 420 

InclosM in lantern made of paper. 

That far off like a liar did appear : 

This Sidrophel by chance efpy'd, 

And with amazement llaring wide, 

Blefs us 1 quoth he, what dreadful wonder 425 

Is that appears in heaven yonder ? 

A comet, and without a beard [ 

Or ftar that ne'er before appearM ? 

I'm certain 'tis not in the fcrowl 

Of all thofe bealls, and iilh, and fowl, 430 

With which, like Indian plantations. 

The learned flock the conftellations ; 

Nor thofe that drawn for figns have been 

To th' houfes where the planets inn. 

It muft be fupematural, 435 

Unlefs it be that caanon-ball 

That, 
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That, (hot i' th' air point-blank upright. 

Was borne to that prodigious height 

That, learn'd philofophers maintain,: 

It ne'er came backwards down again,^ ^0 

But in the airy region yet 

Hangs, like the body of Mahomet: 

For if it be above the fliadc 

That by the earth's round bulk is made, 

*Tis probable it may, from far, 445 

Appear no bullet, but a ftar. 

This fald, he to his engine flew, 
Plac'd near at hand', in open view. 
And rais'd it till it I'everd right 
Againft the glow-worm tail of kite, 450 

Then peeping through, Blefs us I (quoth he) 
It is a planet, now, I fee ; 
And, if I err not, by his proper 
Figure, that 's like tobacco-ftopper. 
It (hould be Sat\irn : yes, 'tis clear 455 

'Tis Saturn 5 but what makes him there?" 
He 's got between the Dragon's tail 
And farther leg behind o' th* Whale; 
Pray Heaven divert the fatal omen, 
Por 'tis a prodigy not common^ 460 

And can no lefs than the world's end. 
Or Nature's funeral, portend. 
With that he fell again to pry, 
Through perfpe6Uve, more willfully. 
When, by mifchance, the fatal ftring, 465 

That kept the towering fowl on wing, 

BreakiDg> 
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JBr^paking, down fell the ftar. Well (hot, 
Qwoth Whachura, who right wifely thought 
He 'ad level'd at a ftar, and hit it 5 
But Sidrophel, more fubtil-wittcd, 470 

Cry'd out. What horrible and fearful 
patent is this, to fee a ftar fall ? 
It threaten^ Nature, andthedoom 
Will not be long before it conac I 
When ftars do fall, 'tis plain enough 475 

The day of. Judgment 's not for off 5 
^V*, lately 'twas revealM to Sedgwick, 
And fomc of us find out by magick: 
Then, fince the time we have to live 
In this world 's fhorten'd, let us ftrive 4^0 

To make our heft advantage of it, 
^n4 pay our loffes with our profit.. 
This feat fell out not long before 
The Knight, upon the forenam-d fcore^ 

la 

Ver. 477.] William Sedgwick, a'whimfical enthu- 
ijaft, fometimes a Prefbyterian, fometimcs an Indepen- 
dent, and at other times an Anabaptilt; fometimes a 
prophet, and pretended to foretel things, out of the 
pulpit, to the deftruftion of ignorant people; at other 
times pretended to revelations j and, upon pretence of 
a vifion that Doomlday was at hand, he retired to the 
]|oufe of Sir Francis Ruffel in Cambridgefhire ; and, 
finding feyeral gentlemen at bowls, called wpon thf m • 
to prepare for their diffolution; telling them that he 
had lately received a revelation that Doomfdav would 
be fome day -the week following. Upon which' they 
ever after called him Doomfdaj Sedgtuick. 

»0L. I. K 
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In queft of Sidrophel advancing, ^g# 

Was now in profpeft of the manfion ; 
Whom he difcovering, tum'd his glafs. 
And found far off 'twas Hudibras. 

Whachum (quoth he) look yonder. Come 
To try or ufe our art are come i am^ 

The one 's the learned Knight ; — feek out. 
And pump them what diey come abaut. 
Whachum advanc'd, with all fubmiflT^nefs 
T* accoft them, but much more their buiincfs i 
He held a ftirrup, while the Knight ^j 

From leathern Bare-bones did ab'ght| 
And taking from his hand the bridle. 
Approached, the dark Squire to unriddle. 
He gave him firft the time o' th' day. 
And welcomed him, as he might fay ; m 

He aflc'd him whence they came, and whither 
Their bufmefs lay ? Quoth Ralpho, Hither. 
Did you not lofe ? — Quoth Ralpho, Nay. 
Quoth Whachum, Sir, I meant your way ! 
Your Knight, quoth Ralpho, is a lover, 501* 

And pains intolerable doth fuifer j 
For lovers' hearts are not their own heartt, 
Nor lights, nor lungs, and fo forth downwards. 
What time ? — Quoth Ralpho, Sir, too long. 
Three years it off and on has hung. ■ ■ ^10 

Quoth he, I meant what time o' the day 'tis j 
Quoth Ralpho, Between feven and eight 'tis. 
Why then (quoth Whachum) my fmall art 
Tells me the dame has a hard heart. 

Of 
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"Or great eftatc. — Quoth Ralph9, A jointer, 511 

Which makes him have {q hot a mind t' h^r* 

Meanwhile the Knight was making wator* 

Before he fell upon the matter j 

Which having 4one^ the Wizard fteps iii» 

Tq give him fuitable reception j 510 

But kept his bufinefs at a bay. 

Till Whachum pvt him in the way 5 

W^ho having now, by Ralpho*8 light. 

Expounded th' errand of the Knight, 

Aod what he came to know, drew near, 525 

To whifper in the conjurer's ear 5 

Which he prevented .thus : What was 't, 

Quoth he, that I was faying laft, 

Before thefe gentlemen arrivM? 

Quoth Whachutti, Venus you rctrievM, ^30 

In oppoiition with Mars, 

And no benign and friendly ftars 

T* allay the effe6l. Quoth Wizard, So! 

In Virgo ? Ha ! quoth Whachum, No 1 

J{^ Saturn nothing to do in it, 535 

One tenth of *6 circle to a minute ? 

•Tis well, quoth he.— Sir, you '11 excufe 

This rudenefs I am forced to ufe ; 

It is a fcheme and face of t^eaven. 

As th^ afpe£ls ai'e difpos'd this even, 540 

I was contemplating upon 

When you arriv'dj but now I 'v^ done. 

Qi^oth Hudibras, If I appear 
Unfeafonable in CQfiiing here 

R» At 
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At fuch a time, to interrupt 54^ 

Your fpeculations, which I hop'd 

Affiftance from, and come to ufc, 

'Tis fit that I afk your excufe. 

By no means. Sir, quoth Sidrophel : 
The ftars your coming did foretel 3 5^0 

I did expect you here, and knew, 
Before you fpake, your bufinefs too. 

QiToth Hudibras, Make tliat appear> 
And I fliall credit whatfoe'er 
You tell me after, on your word, 555 

Howe'er unlikely or abfurd. 

You are in love. Sir, with a widow, 

Quoth he, that does not greatly heed you. 

And for three years has rid your wit 

And pafTion, without drawing bit; 560 

And now your bufinefs is to know 

If you fliall carry her or no. • 

Quoth Hudibras, You' re in the right. 

But how the devil you come by 't 

1 can't imagine 5 for the ftars 5^ 

I 'm fure, can tell no more than a horfe j,- 

Nor can their afpefts (though you pore 

Your eyes out' on them) tell you more 

Than th' oracle of fieve and flieers. 

That turns as certain as the fpheres : 570 

But if the devil 's of your counfel. 

Much may be done, my noble Donzel j 

y\T.d 'tis on his account I come, 

To know from you my fatal doom. 

Quotk 
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Quoth Sidrophel, If you fuppofe, . 575 

^ir Knight, that I am one of thofe, 
I might fufpeft, ajnd take th' alarm, 
Your bufinefs is but to inform 5 
But if it be, 'tis ne'er the near. 
You have a wrong fow by the ear j 5SQ 

iPor I afTure y6u, for my part, 
I only deal b/ rules of art j 
Such as are lawful, and judge by 
Conclufions of aftrology ; 

But for the devil know nothing by him, 5S5 

. Sut only this, that I defy him. 

Quoth he, Whatever others deem ye, 
I underdid your metonymy 5 
Your words of ftcond-hand intention, 
When things by wrongful names you mention ; 590 
''The myftic fenfe of all your terms, 
That are iiid^ed ]»ut magic charms 
To raife the devil, and mean one thing, 
And that is down-right conjuring; 
And in itfelf more warrantable 595 

Than cheat, or canting to a rabble. 
Or putting tricks tipon the moon. 
Which by confederacy are done. 
Your ancient conjurers were wont 
To make her from her fphere difmount, 609 

And to dieir incantation ftoop 5 
They fcom'd to pore through telefcope. 
Or idly play at bo-peep with her, 
Xo find out cloudy or fair weather, 

. . . K 3 Whicli 
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Which every almanack can tell, * 6oj 

Perhaps as learnedly and well 

As you yourfelf.— Then, friend, I doubt 

You go the fartheft way about : 

Your modern Indian magician 

Makes but a hole in th' earth to pifs in, do 

And ftraight refolves all queftions by 'tj 

And feldom fails to be i' th' right. 

The Rofycrucian way 's more fure 

To bring the devil to the lure j 

Each of them has a feveral gin, 615 

To catch intelligences in. 

Some by the nofe, with fumes, trapan them^ 

As Dunftan did the devil's grann^m ; *■ 

Others with chara£lers and words 

Catch them, as men in nets do birds j ^xa 

And fome with fymbols, figns, and tricke, 

Engrav'd in planetary nicks. 

With their own influences will fetch them 

Down from their orbs, arreft, and catch them ; 

Make them depofe and anfwer to ^5 

All queftions, ere they let them go, 

Bumbaftus kept a devil's bird 

Shut in the pummel of his fword. 

That 

Ver. 618.] St. Dunftan was made Archbifliop of 
Canterbury, anno 96 1 . His ikill in the liberal arts and 
icicnces (qualifications much above the genius of the 
age he lived in) gained him firft the name of a Conju- 
rer, and then of a Saint : he is revered as fuch by the 
ix omami^Sy who keep a holiday in honour of him* 
jcjurly, on the 19th of Ma^% 
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That taught him all the cunning pranks 

Of paft and future mountebanks. 630 

Kelly did all his feats upon 

The devil's looking-glafs, a ftone. 

Where playing with him at bo-peep, 

He folvM all problems ne'^er fo deep. 

Agrippa kept a Stygian pug, 6j5 

I' th' garb and habit of a dog. 

That was his tutor, and the cur 

Read to th' occult philofopher. 

And taught him fubtUy to maintain 

All other fciences are vain. ' 64x5 

To this, quoth Sidrophello, Sir, 
Agrippa was no conjurel', 
Nor Paraceifusj no, nor Behmen 5 
K^r was the dog a cacodsemon. 

But 

Ver63i.] This Kelly was chief feer, or, as Lilly 
calls him. Speculator to Br. Dee; was bom at Wor- 
et^Tf ajnd bred ^n apothecary, and was a good pro- 
ficient in chemiftry, and pretended to have the grand 
elixir, or philofopher's ftone, which Lilly tells us he 
made, or at leaft received ready-made, frorti a Friar in 
Germany, on the confines of the Emperor's dominions. 
He pretended to fee apparitions in a cryftal or beryl • 
looking-glafs (or a round ftone like a cryftal), Alafco, 
Palatine of Poland, Pucel, a learned Florentine, and 
Pi'ince Rofefttbferg of Germany, the Emperor's Viceroy 
in Bohemia, were long of the fociety with him and 
Dr. Dee, and often prefent at their apparitions, as was 
once the King of Poland himfelf : but Lilly obiervee, 
that he was fo wicked that the angels would not app^iur > 
to him willingly, nor be obedient to him» 
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But a true dog, tliat would fhew tricks 645 

. Fqr th' Emperor, and leap o'er (iicks 5 

Would fetch and carry, was more civil 

Than other dogs, but yet no dtvil j 

And whatfoe'er he 's faid to do, - 

He went the felf-fame way we go. 650 

As for the Rofycrofs philofophers. 

Whom you will have to be but forcerers^ 

What they pretend to is no more 

Than Trifmegiftus did before, 

Pythagoras, old Zoroafter, 6^^ 

And Apollonius their mailer. 

To whom they do confefs they owe 

All that they do, and all they know. 
Quoth Hudibras) Alas I what is 't t' us 

Whether 'twas faid by Trifmegiftus, 6$p 

If it be nonfenfe, falfe, or myftic. 

Or not iHtelligible, or fophiftic ? 

'Tis not antiquity, nor author, 

That makes truth Truth, although Time's daughter; 

'Twas he that put her in the pit, 555 

Before he pulPd her out of it ; 

And as he eats his fons, juft fo 

He feeds upon his daughters too. 

Nor does it follow, 'caufe a herald 

Can make a gentleman, fcarce a year old, 67* 

to 

Ver. 669, 670.] Such gentry were Thomas Pury the 
elder, firft a weaver in Gloucetter, then an ignorant 
folicitor. John Blackfton, a poor fliopkeeper of Ncw- 

caiU^ 
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?o be dcfcended of a race 
)f ancient kings in a fmall fpace. 
That we ihould all opinions hold 
Authentic, that we can make old. 

Quoth ^idrophely It is no part 67$ 

)f prudence to cry down an art, 
\jpd what it may perform deny^ 
Secaufe you underftand not why } 
[As Averrhois play'd but a mean tricky 
To damn our whole art for eccentric) 6to 

For who knows all that knowledge contains ? 
MLen dwell not on the tops of mountains. 
But on their fides, or riiing's feat ; 
So 'tis with knowledge's vaft heiglit. 
Do not the hiftories of all ages 6S5 

Relate miraculous prefages 
Of ftrange turns, in the world's affairs, 
Forefeen by' aftrologers, foothfayers, 

Chaldeans, 



caftle. John Birch, formerly a carrier, afterwards co- 
lonel. Richard Salway, colonel, formerly a grocer's 
man. Thomas Rainfborough, a fkipper of Lynn, co- 
lonel and vice-admiral of England. Colonel Thomas 
Scot, a brewer's clerk. Colonel Philip Skippon, ori- 

finally a waggoner to Sir Francis Vere. Colonel John 
ones, a fervmg-man. Colonel Barkftead, a pitiful 
thimble, and bodkin goldi'mith. Colonel Pnde, a 
foundling and drayman. Colonel Hewfon, a one-eyed 
cobler; and Colonel Harrifon, a butcher. Thefe, 
and hundreds more, afFe£led to be thought gentlen* 
and lorded it over perfisnt of the firft rank ao 
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Chaldeans, learn'd Genethliacs, 

And fome that have v»til aliiianaciks ? 

The Median Emperor dpeanlt his dkughler 

Had pift all Afia under water, 

And that a vine, fpruttg from her iMrtrhehe^y, 

O'erfpread his empire with its braftch^ffj 

And did not foothfayers cxpoimd i% . 

As after by th' event he found it? 

When Caefar m tSe fertatfe fell, 

t>\'d not the fun-ecKj^d foretell. 

And, in refentrttWAf of his flaughter,^ 

Look'd pale for alitabft a year after ? ' 

Auguftus having', by* ovcrfight". 

Put on his left ftioe 'fore his right, 

ttad Jike to have been ftain that day^, - 

By foldiers mutinying for pay. 

Are there not myriads of this fort. 

Which ftories of all times report ? 

is it not ominous in ail countries. 

When crows and ravens croak upon trees ? 

The Roman fen ate j when within 

The city waHs an owl was feen, 

Did caufe their clergf, with luftratldns, 

(Our &ynod call& Humiliations) 

The round-fac'd prodigy t' avert 

From doing town or country hurt. 

And if an owl have fo much power, 

Why Hi'ould not planets have much more. 

That in a region far above 

Inferior fowls of the air move^ 
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And (hould fee further, and foreknow 

More than their augury below ? 72© 

Though that once ferv'd the polity 

Of mighty dates to govern by ; 

And this is what we take in hand^ 

By powerful Art to underlfand 5 

Which, how we have perfofm'd," alt ages- 71^, 

Can fpeak th' events of our prefages. 

Have we not lately, in the moon. 

Found a new world, to th* old unknown f 

Difcover'd fea and land, Columbus 

And Magellan could never compafs ? j^m^ 

Made mountains with our tubes appear^ 

And cattle grazing on them there > 

Quoth Hudibras, Vou lie fo opc,^ 
Tbat I, without a telefcope, • 

Gan find your tricks out, and dtefcry 73 ^i- 

Where you tell truth, and where you lyc j ■ 
For Anaxagoras, long agone. 
Saw hills, as well as you, i* th* moon,- 
And held the fun was but a piece 
Of red-hot iron as big as Greece 5 74.0 

Believ'd the heavens vrete made of ftorte|. 
Becaufe the fun had voided one ; 
And, rather than he Would recant 
Th* opinion, fuflfer*d b^nifliment. 

But what, alas ! is it to us, 74,^ 

Whether i* th' moon men thus or thus 
Do eat their porridge, cut their coms> 
Or whether they have tails or horns I 

$, What 
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What trade from thence can you advance, 

But what we nearer have from France ? 751 

What can our travellers bring home. 

That is not to be learnt at Rome ? 

What politics, or ftrange opinions. 

That are not in our own dominions ? 

What fcience can be brought from thence, 755 

In which we 3o not here commence ? 

What revelations,' or religions. 

That are no^in our native regions ? 

Are fweating lanterns, or fcreen-fans. 

Made better there than they 're in France t 760 

th do they teach to fing and play 

O' th' guitar there a newer way ? 

Can they make plays there, that (hall fit 

The public humour with lefs wit ? 

Write wittier dances, quainter fhows, 765^ 

Dr fight with more ingenious blows ? 

Or does the man i' th' moon look big. 

And wear a huger periwig ? 

Shew in his gait, or face, more tricks 

Than our own native lunaticks ? 770 

But if we* outdo him here at home. 

What good of your defign can come ? 

As wind i' th' hypocondres pent. 

Is but a blaft if downward fent ; 

But if it upward chance to fly, 775 

Becomes new-light and prophecy : 

So when your fpeculations tend 

Above their jul^ and ufeful end, 

Althougli 
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Although they promife ftrange and great 
©rfcoveries of things far fet, j%^ 

They are but idle dreams and fancie^y 
A nd favour ftrongly of the ganzas. '. 

Tell me but what 's the natural caufa 
Why on a fign no painter draws 
YSc full-moon ever, but the half? y%m 

Refolve that with your Jacob's ftaff } 
Or why wolves raife a hubbub at her. 
And dogs howl when fhe Ihines in water f 
And I fliail freely give my vote, 

Veu may know fom^thing more remotOi. 790 

At this deep Sidrophel lookM wife^ 

And, ftaring round with owl-like eyes^ 

He put his face into a poihire 

Of fapience, and began to blttiler 5 

'9^9 having three times (hook hifr heacfe y^^ 

To ftir his wit up, thus he faidi- 

Art has no mortal enemies 

Next ignorance, but owls and geeft |: 

Thofc confecrated geefe, in orders^ 

Tfcat to the Capjtol were warders^ Soa 

And being then upoi> patrol^ 

With noife alone beat off the Gttul |t^ 

Or thofe Athenian fceptic owls. 

That will riot credit their own fouls,^ 

Oi^ any fcience underftand, I0 ^ 

Beyond the reach of dy« or hand $ 

But, meafuring all things by their owft- 

Kiiowledge, hold nothing ^« to be known^tr 

• '^ Thofc 
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Thofe wholef^e critics, that in cofFee- 

(ioufes cry down all philofophy, .Si« 

And will not know upon what ground 

In Nature we owr do^hine found. 

Although with pregnant evidence 

We can demonftrate it to fenfe, 

/V.8 I juft now have done to you» tt^ 

Foretelling what you came to know. 

Were the ftars only made to light 

Kobbers and burglarers by night ? 

To wait on drunkards, thieves, gold-fiadem, 

Asd lovers foUciag behind doors, Ssis 

Or giving one another pledges 

Of matrimony yader hedges ? 

Or witches iimpling, and on gibbets 

Cutting from malefd^ors fnippets i 

Qx from the pillory tips of ears Js| 

Of rebel-faints and perjurers'? 

Only to (land by, and look on. 

But not know whjit U &id or dotse ? 

Is there a conftellation there 

Tkat was not bom ^d bred up hfce^ J|s 

And therefore cannot be to letm 

In any inferior coi^cem ? 

Were they not, during all th^ lives, 

Moft of them pirates, whores, and thieyos f 

A9d is it like they have not ftill %^ 

In their old pra6Uces fome (kill ? 

Is there a planet tha^ by birth 

J)oes not d^-^ve u^ b^ufe from CBiih^ 

Asd 
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And therefore probably muft know 

^^at is and iiaih been dojne belaw f S40 

Who made the Balajace^ gr whence came 

Th« Bull, the Lion, and the Ram ? 

Did not we, here the Argo rig, 

Make Berenice's periwig ? 

^^ofe livery does the coachman wear'> S45 

Or who made Cafliopeia's chair ?. 

And therefore, as they came from hence. 

With us may hold intelligence. 

Plato denyM the world can be 

^overn'd without geometry, \f^ 

(For money being the common fcaie 

Of things, by meaTuxe, weight, and t^Ie^ 

In all th' affairs of church and ftate, 

'Tis both the balance and the weight) 

Tkl^n much lefs can it be without t^t 

Divine aflro^ogy inade out j 

That puts the other doyv^n in worthy 

As far as heaven ^s aboye the earth. 

Thefe reafons (quoth the Knight) | grant 
Arr fomething jnore figniiicant |^ 

Than any that the learned u(e 
Upon this fubje6l,to pnoduce ; 
And yet they Ve fa^ from fatisfa^ory, 
T^ eftabliih and keep up your fa^ory. 
Th' Egyptians fay, the fun has twice 865 

Shifted his fetting and his rife i 
Twice has be rifen in the yre^ 
^8 many times fet in the caft | 
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But whether that be true or no, 

Tl^e devil any of you know. 

Some hold the heavens, like a top^ 

Are kept by circulation up, 

And, were 't not for their wheeling round, < 

They'd inftantly fall to the ground 5 

A9 fage Empedocles of old. 

And from him modern authors, hold* 

Plato believM^the fun and moon 

Below all other planets xun. 

Some Mercury, fome Venus, feat 

A^ve the Sun himfelf in height. 

The learned Scaliger complatn*d 

^Gainft what Copernicus maintained. 

That, in twelve hundred years and odd,. 

The fun had left its ancient road, 

Add nearer to the eapth is cnme, 

'Bove fifty thoufand miles from home 5 

Swore 'twas a moftnotorious flam. 

And he that had fo little Aiame 

To vent fuch. fopperies abroad, 

©flferv'd to have his rump well claw'd^. 

"Which Monfieur Bodin hearing, fwore 

That he deferv'd the rod much. more,. 

That durft upon.a-truth give doom. 

He knew lefs than the Pope of Rome* 



( 



Ver. 873. An/i ivere V not."} And U-were ; 
the four firft editions. Altered in edit. 1689. 

Ver. 894. He kne<w Ufs, &c.] Ht knew m 
IcSm two firft editions 1604.. 
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Carckn believM great ftates depend 895 

Upon the tip o' th* Bear*s-tairs end. 
That, as flie whilk'd it towards the fun, 
Strow'd mighty empires up and down ; 
Which others fay muft needs be falfe, 
Becaufe your true bears have no tails. 9Q0 

Some fay the Zodiac conftellations 
Have long flnce changM their antique flations 
Above a fign, and prove the fame 
In Taurus now, once in the Ram j 
Affirm the Trigons chopp'd and chang'd, ^05 

The watery with the fiery rang'd ; 
Then how can their efFe£ls ftill hold 
To be the fame they were of old ? 
This, though the art were true, would make 
Our modern foothfayers miftake -y ^19 

And is one caufe they tell more lyes, 
- In figures and nativities, 
Tluin th* old Chaldean conjurers. 
In fo many hundred thoufand years | 
Befide their nonfenfe in tranftating, 915 

For want of Accidence and Latin, 

Like 

Ver. 901 .] This and the three following lines inferted 
2674.. In the firft editions of 1664, they iland thu^ i 

Some fay the ftars i* th* Zodiack, 
Are more than a whole iign gone back 
Since Ptolemy | and pr^^the fame 
In Taurus now^ then in the Ram* 
Vol. I. S 
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Like Idus, and Calendx, Englifht 

'I'hc Quarter-days, by fkilful linguift ; 

And yet, with canting, flcight, and cheat, 

'Twill ferve their turn to do the feat | ^la 

Make fools believe in their forefecing 

Of things before they are in being 5 

To fwallow gudgeons ere they *rc catchM, 

And count their chickens ere they 're hatched 5 

Make them the conftellations prompt, ^2$ 

And give them back their own accotnpt j 

But ftill the beft to him that gives 

The beft price for 't, or beft believes. 

Some towns, fome cities, fome, for brevity^ 

Have caft the Verfal world^s nativity, ^30 

And made the infant-ftars confefs, 

Like fools or children, what they pleafe. 

Some calculate the hidden fates 

Of monkeys, puppy-dogs, and cats 5 

Some running-nags, and fighting-cocks j ^35 

Some love, trade, law- fu its, and the pox : 

Some take a meafure of the lives 

Of fathers, mothers, hufbands, wives | 

Make oppofttion, trine, and quartilc, 

Xcll who is barren and who fertile j ^ 

As if the planets* firft afpeft 

The tender infant did infe£k 

In foul and body, and inftil 

All future good and future ill ; 

Which in their dark fftarties lurking^ ^5 

At dedin'd periods fall a- working; 

i Awl 
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And break out, like the hidden feeds 

Of long difeafes, into deeds. 

In friendfliips^ entities, and ftrife. 

And all th' emergencies of life : 553 

No fooner does He peep into 

The world, but he has done his do, 

Catch'd all difeafes, took all phyfick 

'iThat cures or kills a man that is fick : 

Marry'd his pun6lual dofe of wives, nee 

Is cuckolded, and breaks, or thrives. 

There *8 but the twinkling of a ftar 

Between a man of peace and war j 

A >hief and juftice, fool and knave, 

A huffing offider and a flave 5 ^Co 

A crafty lawyer and pick-pocket, 

A great philofopher and a blockhead i 

A formal preacher and a player, 

A learn'd phyfician and manflayer r 

As if men from the ftars did fuck 965 

Old-age, difeafes, and ill-luck, 

Wit, folly, honour, virtue, vice. 

Trade, travel, women, claps, and dice, 

Aild draw, with the firft air they breathe. 

Battle and murder, fudden death* 979 

Are not thefe fine cohimoditicsf 

To be imported from the ikies, 

S « And 



Ver. 956. h^chUedJi Goohidedt m thc^two fii 
cdttiont of i664# 
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And vended here among the rabble. 
For ftaple goods and warrantable ? 
Like money by the Druids borrowed. 
In th' other world to be reftored. 

Quoth Sidrophel, To let you know 
You wrong the art, and artifts too. 
Since arguments are loft on thofe 
That do our principles oppofe, 
J will (although I 've done 't before) 
Demonftrate to your fenfe once more. 
And draw a figure that ihall tell yoa 
What you, perhaps, forget befel you. 
By way of horary infpe^^ion. 
Which fome account our word ereftion. 
With that he circles draws, and fquares. 
With cyphers, aftral chara£lers. 
Then looks them o*er to underftand them. 
Although fet down hab-nab, at random. 

Quoth he, This fcheme of th' heavens fet, 
Difcovers how in iight you met. 
At Kingfton, with a May-pole idol, 
And that y' were bang'd both back and fide well 
And, though you overcame the Bear, 
The Dogs beat you at Brentford fair j 
Where fturdy butchers broke your noddle. 
And handled you like a fop-doodle. 
Quoth Hudibraa, I now perceive 
You are no conjurer, by your leave i 
That paltry ftory is untrue. 
And f org'd to dvjbax (vxcIsl ^uUt as you« 
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Not true ! quoth he ; Howe'cr you vapour, 
I can what I affirm make appear ; 
Whachum fliall juftify it t' your face, 1005 

And prove he was upon the place : 
He piay'd the faltinbancho's part, 
Transform'd t' a Frenchman by my art 5 
He ftole your cloak, and pickM your pocket, 
ChowsM and caldesM ye like a blockhead i loxo 

And what you loft I can produce. 
If you deny it, here i' th' houfe. 

Quoth Hudibras^ I do believe 
That argument *s demonftrative ; 
lUlpho, bear witnefs, and go fetch us 10x5 

A conftable to feize the wretches ; 
For though they 're both falfe knaves and cheats, 
Impoftors, jugglers, counterfeits, 
I *11 make them ferve for perpendiculars, 
As true as e'er were us'd by bricklayers. 1019 

They 're guilty, by their own confeifions. 
Of felony ; and at the Seffions, 
Upon the bench, I will fo handle them. 
That the vibration of this pendulum 
Shall make all tailors' yaids of one 1025 

Unanimous opinion ; 
A thing he long has vapour'd of. 
But now fhall make it out by proof. 

Quoth Sidrophel, I do not doubt 
To find friends that will bear me out ) 1039 

Nor have I hazarded my art, 
And neck, fo long on. the Staters part, 

S J To 

Ver. lojo. Caldes'dJl ^^^ ^^ iotV.>itwtA€Cw« wwVvwi.. 
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To be expos'd, i' th' end, to fuftr 
By fuch a braggadocio hu£fer. 

HuiFer! quoth I^udibras, this fword 
Shall down thy falfe throat cram that word* 
Ralpho, make hafte, and call an officer^ 
To apprehend this Stygian fophiiler $ 
Mean-while I *11 hold them at a baj^ 
!^eil Jie ana Whachum run away. 

But Sidrophely who from th^ afpeft 
Of Hudibras did now ^re6l 
A figure worfe portending far 
Than that of moft malignant AfUTt 
Belifv'd it now the fitteft moment 
To ihun the danger that might come on ^t, 
Whil^ lludibras was all alone. 
And he and Whachum, two to one. 
This being refolv'd, he fpy'd, by chance, 
Jl|elupd the door, an iron lance. 
That many a ^urdy limb had gor'd. 
And legs, and loins, and flioulders bor'd ; 
He fnatchM it up, and made a pafs. 
To make his way through Hudibras. 
Whachum had got a fire-fork. 
With which he vow'd to do his work j 
But Hudibras was well prepared, 
And ftoutly ftood upon his guard : 
He put by Sidrophello's thnift. 
And in right manfully he ruiht ; 
The weapon from his gripe hfi wrungf 
, And laid him on the earth along. 

Wh 



Whachnm his fea^ccod pmu^ tihfrw tnr. 

And InStlj tand ii» back %» €r ^ 

Sut Hodibras ^>t€ bm «. t^risdi^ #^5 

As ({nick as liglxtsiErg, in tW kifUtk^ 

JuGl in die pI2.cs wixrt hcKOour '« jiu^|r*^ 

As wife pb'ijoSoyass^ bsurt }»^'^ 

Becanis a Jucic xb :kit pJj&ct nurr 

J^lnj:^ hoDOBT, tiLzxi 6etp vouadis bciofc 1^^ 

Quodi Hodibras, The tan detenniac 
Yoo are mj ^roner*, ba^ reraus s 
Could they not tell you ib, as well 
As ymhat I came to ksow foietel ? 
By this what cheats yoo axe we find, 1075 

'l*hat in your own concerns are blind. 
Your lives are now at my diipoie. 
To be redeem^ by fine or blows s 
But who his honour wonld defile, 
'^^o t^ke* or fell, two lires Ca vile ? loSo 

I *11 give you quarter ; but your pillage. 
The conquering warrior^s crop and tillage. 
Which with his fword he reaps and plows. 
That *s mine, the law of arms allows. 
• This faid in hafte, in hafte he fell X085 

To rummaging of Sidrophel. 
Firft he expounded both his pockets. 
And found a watch, with rings and lockets. 
Which had been left with him t' ereA 
A figure for, and fo deted ; 109^ 

A copper-plate, with almanacks 
]^ngrav*d upon ^t, with other knackt 
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Of Booker's, Lilly's, Sarah Jimmers, 

And blank-fchemes to difcover nimmers j 

A moon-dial, with Napier's bones, 1095 

And feveral conftellation ftones, 

Engrav'd in planetary hours. 

That over mortals had ftrange power* 

To make them thrive in law or trade. 

And ftab or poifon to evade j noo 

In wit or wifdom to improve. 

And be victorious in love. 

Whachum had neither crofs nor pile. 

His plunder was not worth the while 5 

All which the conqueror did difcompt, 1105 

To pay for curing of his rump. 

But Sidrophel, as full of tricks 

As Rota-men of politicks, 

Straight caft about to over-reach 

Th' unwary conqueror with a fetch, 11 it 

And make him glad, at leaft, to quit 

His vicloiy, and fly the pit, 

Before the fecular prince of darknefs 

Arriv'd to feize upon his carcafe; 

And 



Ver. IC93.] John Booker was born in Manchefter, 
and was a famous aftrologer in the time of the Civil 
wars. He was a great acquaintance of Lilly's ; and 
fo was this Sarah Jimmers, whom Lilly calls Sarab 
Shelbortii a great fpeculatrix. He owns he was very 
familiar with ker (quod notd) 5 fo that it is no wonder 
that the Knight found feveral of their knick*knackf 
in SidropheV* caVmeV. 
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And as a fox, inrith hot purfuit 1115 

Chac'd through a warren, cafty about 

To fave his credit, and among 

Dead vermin on a gallows hung. 

And while the dogs run underneath^ 

Eicap'd (by counterfeiting death) 11 10 

Not out o^ cunning, but a train 

Of atoms juftlSng in his brain^ 

As leamM philofophers give out j 

So Sidrophello call about, 

And fell to ^s wonted trade again, 1125 

To feign himfelf in earned (lain : 

Firft ftretch'd out one leg, then another^ 

And, feemiiig in his breaft to fmother 

A broken figh 5 quoth he. Where am I ? 

Alive, or dead ? or which way came I ii3< 

Through fo immenfe a fpace fo foon ? 

But now I thought myfeif i' th' raoon^ 

And that a monfter, with huge whifkers. 

More formidable thin a Switzer's, 

My body through and through had driU'dy X135 

And Whachum by my (ide had kill'dj 

Had crofs-examinM both our hofe. 

And plundered all we had to lofe : 

Look, there he is ! I fee him now, 

And feel the place I am run through: ii4« 

And there lies Whachum by my fide 

Stone dead, and in his own blood dyM. 

Oh ! oh ! with that he fetchM a groan* 

And fell agaiji into a fwoon. 

Shut 
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Shut both his eyes, and ftopt his breathy xm 

And to the life out-a^ed death. 

That Hudibrasy to all appearing, 

BelievM him to be dead as herring. 

He held it now no longer fafe 

To tarry the return of Ralph, 1150 

But rather leave him in the lurch : 

Thought he, he has abus'd our Churchy 

Refus'd to give himfelf one firk 

To carry on the Public Work 5 

Dcfpis'd our Synod-men like dirt, 1155 

And made their Difcipline his fport j 

Divulg'd the fecrets of their ClaiTes, 

And their Conventions prov'd high-p]a^9 i 

Difparag'd their tythe-pigs, as PagaQy 

And fet at nought their cheefe and bacon i ii4o 

Rail'd at their Covenant, and jeer'd 

Their reverend Parfons, to ray beard j 

For all which fcandals to be quit 

At once, this jun6lure falls out f\t. 

I '11 make him henceforth to beware, 1165 

And tempt my fury if he dare : 

He muft at leaft hold up his hand, 

By twelve freeholders to be fcann'd. 

Who, by their fkill in palmiftry. 

Will quickly read his deftiny, 11 70 

And make him glad to read his lefTon, 

Or take a turn for 't at the SefTion, 

Unlefs his light and gifts prove truer 

Than ever yet they did, I 'm furej 

For 
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For if he 'fcape with whipping now, 1175 

*Tis more than he can h(^e to do | 
And that will difengage my Confcience 
Of th' obli^tion, in his own fenfe i 
I *11 jiKd^e iiim now by force abide . . 1. 

What he by gentle means deny'd, 1180 

To give my honour fatisfa^lion, 
And right the Brethren in the a6lion. 
This being refolvM, with equal f^ed ' ; • . - 
And condu£l he approach^ his fteed, 
Andy with activity. uJOL^onty ■■ . 1x85 

Affay'd the lofty beaft to mount 5 
Which on^e af<;hiev'd, hp fpurr'd his palfry. 
To get from th' enemy s^nd Ralph free j 
Left danger, fears, and foes behiqd. 
And beat, at lead thi*ee lengths^ the y^ind* l}%\ 
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HEROICAL EPISTLE* 

O F 

HUDIBRAS TO SIDROPHEL. 

Ecce itenim Crifpinus. 

WELL, Sidrophely though *tis in vain 
To tamper with your crazy- brain, 
"Without trepanning of your fcull^ 
As often as the moon **$ at full> 
•'Hs not amifs, ere ye 're giv'n o'er, 5 

To try one deiperate medicine more j 

For 

• This Epiftle was publifhed ten years after the 
Third Canto of this Second Part, to which it is now 
annexed, namely, in the year 1674.5 and is faid, in a 
Key to a burlefque poem of Mr. Butler's, publiflied 
1706, p. 13, to have been occafioned by Sir Paul Ncal, 
a conceited virtuofo, and member of the Royal Society, 
who conftantly affirmed that Mr. Butler was not the 
Author of Hudibras, which gave rife to this Epiftle j 
and by fome he has been taken for the real Sidropbel 
of the Poem. This was the gentleman who, I am 
told, made a great difcovery of an elephant in the 
moon, which, upon examination, proved to be no other 
than a moufe which had miftaken its way, and got in- 
t§ his telefcope. See Tbe EUpbant in tbi Moon, in the 
fccond volume of But\ex'%l^o^ti\^. 
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Tor, whei-e your cafe can be no worfe. 

The defperaf ft is the wileft conrfc. 

Is 't pofUble that you, whole ears 

Are of the tribe of Iflachar's, ip 

And might (with equal reafon) either 

For merit, or extent of leather. 

With William Pryn's, before they were 

Retrench^ and crucifyM, compare, 

jShould yet be deaf againft a noife j^ 

So roaring as the public voice ? 

That fpeaks your virtues free and loud. 

And openly in every crowd. 

As loud as one that ilngs his part 

T' a wheel -barrow or turnip-cart, ^p 

Or your new nicIcM-nam'd old invention 

To cry grcen-haftings with an engine j 

(As if the vehemence had ftunnM, 

And torn your drum-heads with the found) 

And, 'caufe your folly *s now no news, 2 « 

But overgrown, and out of ufe, 

Perfuade yourfelf there 's no fuch matter. 

But that *tis vaniih*d out of Nature j 

When Folly, as it grows in years. 

The more extravagant appears ; ^0 

For who but you could be pofleft 

With fo much ignorance and beaft, 

That neither all men^s fcom and hate, 

Kor being laughM and pointed at. 

Nor bray*d fo often in a mortar, 35 

Can teach you wholefome fonfc and nurture i 
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But (like a reprbbatc) what courfe 
Soever us'd, grow worfe and worfe ? 
Can no transfufion of the bloody 
'That makes fools cattle, do you good f 
Nor putting pigs t' a bitch to nurfe. 
To turn them into mongrel -curs^ 
Put you into a way, at leaft. 
To make yourfelf a better beaft ? 
Can all your critical intrigues, 
Of trying found from rotten eggs j 
Your feveral new-found remedres. 
Of curing wounds and fcabs in trees ^ 
Your arts of fluxing them for claps, 
iffnd purging their infe6led fapS j 
Recovering (hankers, cryftallincs. 
And nodes and botchfrs in their rind's, 
Have no effect to ojJeratc 
Upon that duller block, your pate ? 
But ftill it muft be lewdly bent 
To tempt yonr own dUe puniftimeht; 
And, like your whimfy'd chariots, dravr 
The boys to courfe you without law j 
As if the art you have fo long 
Profefs'd, of making old dogs young. 
In you had virtue to renew 
Not only youth, bnt childhood too. 
Can you, that uhderftand all books. 
By judging only with your looks," 
Refolve all problems with your face, 
A$ othaci do witii ft «id A's \ 
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Unriddle all that mankind knows 

With folid bending of your brows j 

All arts and fciences advance, 

With fcrewing of your countenance, 70 

And with a penetrating eye 

Into th' abftrufeft learning pry ; 

](^now more of any trade b* a hint. 

Than thofe that have been bred up in % 

And yet have no art, true or falfe, ye, 

To help your own bad naturals ? 

But ftill, the more you ftrive t* appear. 

Are found to be the wretcheder : 

For fools are known by looking wife. 

As men find woodcocks by their eyes. 9(> 

Hence 'tis that 'caufe ye *ave gain'd o' th' college 

A quarter fhaie (at moft) of knowledge. 

And brought in none, but fpent repute, 

Y' afliime a power as abfolute 

To jadge, and cenfure, and control, 95 

As if you were the fole Sir Poll, 

And faucily pretend to know 

More than your dividend comes to : 

You Ml find the thing will not be done 

With ignorance and face alone : 90 

No, though ye 've purchased to your name. 

In hiftory, fo great a fame i 

That 

Vcr. 86.] Sir Politick Would-be, in " Volpone.'' 
Ver. 01, 9».] Thefe two lines, I think," plainly dif- 
cover thaf Lilly, and not Sir Fairf Neal, was here 
laibed under the name of Sidrapbtl^ for Lilt^^i fim^* 
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That now your talent 's fo well known^ 

For having all belief outgrown. 

That every ftrange prodigious tale 95 

Is meafurM by your German fcak— 

By which the virtuofi try 

The magnitude of every lye. 

Call up to what it does amount. 

And place the bigg'ft to your account ; 100 

That all thofe ftories that are laid 

Too truly to you, and thofe made. 

Are now ftill chargM upon your fcore. 

And leffer authors nam'd no more* 

Alas ! that faculty betrays 105 

Thofe foonefl it defigns to raife ; 

And all your vain renown will fpoil. 

As guns overcharged the more recoil 5 

Though 

abroad was indlfputable. Mr. Strickland, who was 
many years Agent for the Parliament in Holland, thus 
publishes it : '< I came purpofely into the Cominittee 
** this day, to fee the man who is fo famous in thofe 
** parts where I have fo long continued : I aiTure you, 
** his name is famous all over Europe. I came to do 
** him juftice." Lilly is alfo careful to tell us, rfiatthc 
King of Sweden fent him a gold chain and medal 
worth about 50I. for making honourable mention of 
his Majefty in one of his almanacks 5 which, he fays, 
was tranflated into the language fpoke at Hamburgh, 
and printed, and cried about the ftreets as it was in 
London. Thus he trumpets to the world the fame he 
acquired by his infamous pra6liccs, if we may credit 
his own hiftory. 

Ver. 105, Betrajs.1 Defro^s, in all the edition* I 
hsLYt fecn. 
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Though he that has but impudence. 

To all diings has a fair pretence ; - - : txo 

And, put among his wants but fliame. 

To all the world may lay his claim : 

Though you have try'd that nothing 's borne 

With greater eafe than public fcorn. 

That all affronts do ftill give place 115 

To your impenetrable face j 

That makes your way thiough all affairs. 

As pigs through hedges creep with theirs ; 

Yet, as 'tis counterfeit and brafs, 

You muft not think ^twill always pafs ; 120 

For all impoftors, when they 're known. 

Are pad their labour, and undone : 

And all the befl that can befal 

An artificial natural. 

Is that which madmen find, as foon 125 

As once they *re bi'oke loofe from the moon. 

And, proof againft her influence, 

Kdapfe to e'er fo little fenfe, 

To turn fbrk fools, and fubje6ls fit 

For iport of boys and rabble-wit. 1 30 
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H U D I B R A S. 

PART III. CANTO I. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

The Knight and Squire refolvc at once. 

The one the other to renounce j 

They both approach the Lady's bower. 

The Sqliire t' inform, the Knight to wooe her* 

She treats them with a mafquerade. 

By Furies and Hobgoblins made 5 

From which the Squire conveys the Knight, 

And fteals him from himfelf by night. 

''T^ I S true no lover has that power 

-■- T* enforce a defperate amour. 
As he that has two ftrings t' his bow. 
And burns for love and money too $ 

For 

We are now come to the Third Part of Hudibras, 

which is confiderably longer than either the Firft.ort!ie 

Second ; and yet can the fevereft critic fay that Mr. 

Butler grows infipid in his invention, or faulten in 

his judgment ? No 3 he ftill continues to (hine in both 

thefe excellencies} and, to manifeft the extenfiveneff 

of his abilities, he leaves no art untried to fpin out 

thefe adventures to a length proportionable to hit wit 

and fatire. I dare fay the reader is not weary of him; 

nor will he be fo at the conclufion of the Poem i and 

the rcafon is evident, becaufc this laft part is as fniit- 

ful of wit and humour as the former ; and a noetic lit 

is equally diffufeA tYiro\ic\v\)Kit^ViolePoem,'Aatb 

every where clearly, 2sA ^\trj >NVi«^\rRS^V^^ 
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For then ke *s bi-ave and refblixte,. 5 

l^ifdains to render in his fuit ; 

Has all his flames and raptures dttablcy 

And hangsy or drowns, with half the trouble f 

While thofe wha41Iily purfue 

The (imple downright way, and tmcy »o 

Make as unlucky applications. 

And fteer againft the ibream their paffions* 

Some forge their miftrefles of ftars. 

And, when the ladies prove averfe^ 

And more untoward to be won 15 

Than by Caligula the moon, 

"Cry out upon the ftars for doing 

111 offices, to crofs their wooing. 

When only by themfelves they 're hindered, 

«^or truftiag thofe they made her kindred, a» 

And ftill, the hariher and hide-bounder 

The damfels prove, become the fonder^ 

l«*or what mad lover ever dy'd 

To gain a f>ft and gentle bride I 

Ipr for a lady tender-hearted, 2-5 

^n purling ftveams or hemp departed f 

XeapM hc;adlong int* Elyfium, 
[ Through th^ windows of a dazzling room^ t 
[ ^ut for fome crofs tll>natur*d dame, 
I She amorous fly burnt in his flame. ^ 3^ 

, This to the Knight could be no news, 

'With all mankind fo much in yfo, 
I 'WIfco therefore took the wifer courfe,» 

To mak^ the moft of his amoui's*. 
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Rcfolv'd to try all forts of ways. 
As follows in due time and place. 
No fooner was the bloody fight 
Between the Wizard and the Knight, 
With all th' appurtenances, over, 
But he relaps'd again t' a lover. 
As he was always wont to do, 
When he 'ad difcomfited a foe. 
And usM the only antique philters 
Derived from old heroic tilters. 
But now, triumphant and vi6iorious. 
He held th^ atchievement was too gloriout 
For fuch a conqueror to meddle 
With petty conftable or beadle. 
Or fly for refuge to the hoilefs 
Of th' inns of Court and Chancery, Juftice } 
Who might, perhaps, reduce his caufe 
To th' ordeal trial of the laws. 
Where none efcape, but fuch as branded 
With red-hot irons have paft bare-handed | 
And if they cannot read one verfe 
I' th' Pfalms, muft fing it, and that *s worfe* 
He, therefore, judging it below him 
To tempt a ihame the devil might owe him, 
Refolv'd to leave the Squire for bail 
And mainprize for him to the jail» 
To anfwer, with his veffel, all 
That might difaftroufly befal» 

Ver^ 43. JUd ufd^ lf>^%\ dnd »/V as, in edit. 
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And thought it now the fitteft jundlure 
To give the Lady a rencounter, 

T*".acquaint her with his expedition, 65 

And conqueft o'er the fierce magieian 5 
Defcribe the manner of the fi-ay, 
And ftiew the fpoils he biiought away$ 
His bloody fcourging aggravate, 
The number of the blows, and weight ; f% 

All which might probably fucceed. 
And gain belief he 'ad done the. deed : 
Which he rcfolvM t' enforce, and fpare 
No pawning of his foul to fwear 5 
But, rather than produce his back, 75 

To fet his confcience on the rack ; 
And, in purfuance of his urging 
Of articles perform'd, and fcourging, 
And all things elfe, upon his part. 
Demand delivery of her heart. So 

Her goods and chattels, and good graces. 
And perfon, up to his embraces. 
Thought he, the ancient errant knights 
Won all their ladies' hearts in fights. 
And cut whole giants mto fritters, 85 

To put them into amorous twitters 5 
Whofe ftubborn bowels fcorn'd to yield. 
Until their gallants were half kill'd 5 
But when their bones were di-ubb'd fo fore. 
They durft not wooe one combat nK>re, 90 

The ladies' hearts began to melt. 
Subdued by blows their lovers fblt. . . 

T 3 S« 
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So Spanifh heroes^ widi their lancet. 

At once wound bulls, apd ladle** fancier; 

And he acquires th^ nobleil fpoufe 

That widows greateft herds of cowt % 

Then what may I expe6l to do. 

Who 've queird Co vaft a buffalo ? 

Meanwhile the Squire was on his way. 

The Knight's late orders to obey j 

Who fent him for a fbrong detachment 

Of beadles, condables, and watchmen, 

T' attack the cunning-man, for plunder 

Committed falfely on his lumber ; 

When he, who had fo lately fack'd 

The enemy, had done the faft, 

Had rifled all his pokes and fobs 

Of gimcracks, whims, and jiggumbobs^ 

Which he by hook or crook had gathered,. 

And for his own inventions fathered j 

And when they Ihould, at gaol -delivery,^ . 

Unriddle one another's thievery. 

Both might have evidence enough 

To render neither halter-proof : 

Ke thought it defperate to tarry,. 

And venture to be acceflary j 

But rather wifely flip his fetters. 

And leave them for the Knight, his betters. 

He call'd to mind th^ unjuft foul play 

He would have offer'd him that day^ 

To make him curry his own hide, 

.Which no bea^ ever did bt ilde^ 

With 
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Without all pofliblecyaflonj 

But of the riding djfpenfation : 

Ajxd^ therefore, much al?out the hour 115 

T^ie Knight (for reafons tojd before) 

RefolvM to leave him to the fury 

Of juftice and an unpackM juiy, 

The Squire con^urr'd t' abandon him, 

Aivl ferve hlra in the felf-fame trim 5 130 

T* acquaint the Lady what he 'ad done. 

And what he meant to cAiry on ; 

What proje6l 'twas he went about, 

When Sidrophel and he fell out j 

IJij» ,nrm and ftedfaft refolution, 135 

To fwear her to an execution j 

To pawn his inward ears to many her, 

And bribe the devil himfelf to cany hcrj' >^ 

In which both dealt, as if they meant^ 

Tl>^r party- faints to reprefcnt, 14.9 

Who never fail'd, upon their iharing 

In any profperous arms -bearing. 

To lay themfelves out to fupplant 

Each other coufin-german faint. 

But ere the Knight could do his part, j-^^ 

The Squire had got fo much the ftait, 

He 'ad to the Lady done his errand. 

And told her all his tn<;ks afor6hand. 

Juft as he finifh'd his report. 

The Knight alighted in the court, 150 

And, having ty'il his bealVt' a pale,, 

And taking time for both to dale, . 

T4. He 
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1 c p'jt r.:» bzcd and beard in cnfcr, 

T7<c fprucer to accod and board ber: 

And now began t" approach the door, 151 

\V;,em fhe, wV had ipy'd him oct befinCy 

Convc)''d th' informer out of fight. 

And went to entertain the Knight j 

With whom encounteringy after longees 

Of humble and fubmiffive congees, x6o 

And all due ceremonies paid. 

He flroakM his beard, and thos he faid : 

Madam, I do, as is my duty. 
Honour the (hadow of your ihoe-tye 5 
And now am come to bring your car 165 

A prefent you *I1 be glad to hear ; 
At Icaft I hope fo : die thing *s done. 
Or may I never fee the fun ; 
For which I humbly new demand 
Performance at your gentle hand; 170 

And that you 'd pleafe to do your part, 

A5 I have done mine, to my fmart. 

With that he fhrugg'd his fturdy back. 
As if he felt his (houldcrs ake: 

Hut flic, who well enough knew what 175 

CJkf<^re he fpoke) he would be at. 

Pretended not to apprehend 

'i'hc myftery of what he mean'd ; 

And therefore wifhM him to expound 

His dark expreffions iefs profound. iSo 

Madam, quoth he, I come to prove 

JIow much I 've fufFer'd for your love, 

Which 
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Which (like your votary) to win, 

I have not fpar'd my tatter' d (kin 5 

And, for thofe meritorious lafties, 185 

To claim your favour arid good graces. 

Quoth flie, I do remember once 
I freed you from th" inchanted fconce, 
And that you pi-omis'd, for that favour. 
To bind your back to tfi' good behaviour, 199 

And for my fake and fervice vowM 
To lay upon 't a heavy load. 
And what 'twould bear t' a fcruple prove. 
As other knights do oft make love ; 
Which whether you have done or no 195 

Concerns yourfelf, not me, to know j 
But if you have, I fliall confefs 
Y' are honefter than I could guefs. 

Quoth he. If you fufpeft my troth, 
I cannot prove it but by oath ; 200 

And if you make a queftion on 't, 
I '11 pawn my foul that I have done 't : 
And he that makes his foul his furety, 
I think, does give the beft fecurity. 

Quoth (he. Some fay the foul 's fecure 405 

Againft difbrefs and forfeiture ; 
Is free from acliori, and exempt 
From execution and contempt 3 
And to be fummon'd to appear 

In th' other world 's illegal here, 2x0 

And therefore few make any account 
Int' what incumbrances they run 't : 
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Ard thtre '4 ro other way to try 
'I ht (io\ih^% of law and j -jft:cJ by. 
Q^joth /h^, \Vh«t j« it you would fwcar? 435 

There \ no bejieving till I hear : 
foi, tiiJ the/ 'fe undcrftood, all tales 
fl'Jkt i.ojifcj.fe) ;.re not true nor falfc. 
^^loth he, When I rclblv'd t' obey 
Whiit yoM commanded th' other day, 140 

Afu' t'» jKrrf'orm my excrcife, 
(At fchuolf are wont) for your fair eyeg, 

T avoid 
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T* avoid all fcruplet in the ca£e» 

I went to do "t upos th< place ^ 

But as the ca^le is^ inchantedi S4^ f 

By SidFophel the witch,, and haunted 

With evil fpirits, as- yon knowi. 

Who took, my Sqfim ami 9ie £01; two^ 

Before I 'd hardly time tals^ 

M^Aveapons byt aAddiiarmy^ . ^-m^^ 

I heard a formidable noife. 

Loud as^ the Stentrophonic voice* 

That roar'd far off, Difpatch, aii4;Mp>. 

I 'm ready with Uv' infernal wbip^. 

That fliall diveft thy yib» of Qun^. ^.^^ 

To expiate thy lingering iin y 

Thou 'aft broke pedidioufly thy oatfc. 

And notpeifonn^'dthy plighted trotb> 

But fpar'd thy rentgado back. 

Where thou 'adft fo gr>eat a prize at ftake ;, %^^ 

Which now th# Fates have ordec'dme,. 

For penance aad.revenge,. to flea,. 

Unlefs thou prefently make hafte y 

Time is, time was : and there it ceaft; 

With which, though ftartled, I confefsy, ^^v; 

Yet th' horror of the thing wa> lels- 

Than th* other difmal aj^rehenfion. 

Of interruption or. prevention j 

And therefore, fnatching up the rod^ 

I laid upon my back a load, 270 

£cfo)y'd to fpare no flefhand blood, 

Tq make my wor^^and .honour good|.> 

% Till 
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Till ur^df and taking truce at Icagtli, 

For new recruits of breath and Ai t u^ih^ 

I felt the blows ftill ply*d as fall, ^75 

A« if tbey *ad been hj lovers placed. 

In raptures of Platonic lalhing. 

And chafte contenplatire bardafluBg; 

When, facing haftily about. 

To ftand upon mj guard and fcout, %f 

I found th* infernal cunning-man. 

And th* under-witcby his Caliban, 

With fcourges (like the Furies) arm'*d. 

That on my outward qtuuters ftorm*d« 

In hafte I fnatchM my wesqxm up, %%^ 

And gave their helli(h rage a ftop ; 

Caird thrice upon your name, and fell 

Courageoufly on Sidrophel, 

Who now, transform'd himfelf t* a bear. 

Began to roar aloud and tear ; %^o 

When I a$ furiouily prefsM on, 

My weapon down his throat to run. 

Laid hold on him, but he broke loofis. 

And turn'd himfelf into a goofe, 

Div'd under water in a pound, 295 

To hide himfelf from being found. 

In vain I fought him $ but as foon 

As I pcrceiv'd him fled and gone, 

Prepared, with equal hafte and rage. 

His under- forccrer t' engage 5 300 

But, bravely fcoming to defile 

My fword with feeble blood, and vU% 

I judg'd 
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I judg'd it better from a quick- 

fet hedge to cut a knotted ftick, 

With which I furioufly laid on, ^05 

Till in a harfh and doleful tone 

It roar'd, O hold, for pity. Sir i 

I am too great a fufferer, 

AbusM, as you have been, b* a witch, 

3ut conjurM inf a worfe caprich, « i^ 

Who fends me out on many a jaunt. 

Old houfes in the night to haunt. 

For opportunities t' improve 

Defigns of thievery or love 5 

With drugs conveyed in drink or meat, « j » 

All feats of witches counterfeit. 

Kill pigs and geefe with powdered glafs, 

And make it for inchantment pafs ; 

With cow-itch meazle like a leper. 

And choke with fumes of Guiney pepper j 329 

Make lechers, and their punks, with dewtry. 

Commit fantaftical advowtry ; 

Bewitch Hermetic-men to run 

Stark ftaring mad with manicon { 

Believe mechanic virtuofi ^2C 

Can raife them mountains in Potofi } 

And, fillier than the antic fools. 

Take treafure for a heap of coals $ 

Seek out for plants with fignatures. 

To quack off univerfal cures $ I3« 

With figures ground on panes of glail)^ 

Make people od their heads to paftf 

And 
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Aim fntffitj l i fa ps or ens ncrasep 
JUieded firMB a fiiq^ piece ; 
T# df2«r m fiMby whole Bscml itdws 
Indtae pcrpttmUj to wkdicsy 
Aad k<^ me im CMttnmai fears, 
Aad datmgar of oiy acck aad can ; 
Wbea left ddis^vcals have been Soomr^A, 
Aad iKnp OD wooden asvils fwg^d^ 
MHuck odiert for cisnos kave vpotb 
About dieir necks, and took a tnrn. 

I pity*d the fad poniilnDatt 
The wretched caitiff underwent. 
And held my dmbtmig of his bones 
Too great an honour for pnltnmes ; 
For kni|^ti aae bovnd to feel no blows 
From paltry and uaeifiial foes> 
Who, when they ilafliy and cut to pieces, 
X>0 all with civileft addrefics : 
Their horfes never give a blow. 
But when they make a leg and bow. 
I therefore fparM his flefti, and preft him 
About the witch with many a queftion. 
• Quoth he, For many years he drove 
A kind of broking-trade in love, 
EmployM in all th* intrigues and truft 
Of feeble fpeculative luft ; 
Procurer to th' extravagancy 
And crazy ribaldry of fancy. 
By thofe the deyil had fosfook, 
A» things below h^m, to .provoke ; 
/ \ 
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But being a virtuofo, able 
To fmatter, quack ^ an^ cant^ and dabble, 
He held his talent moft adroit, 365 

For any niyftical exploit, 
As others of his tiibe had done. 
And raisM iheir prices three to one ; 
For one predif^ing pimp has th^ odds 
i!>f chaldrons of plain downright bawds. ^70 

But, as an elf (the deyiPs valet) 
Is not fo flight a thing to get ; 
For thofe that do his buHnefs bed. 
In hell are usM the ruggedeft ; 

^Before fo meriting a perfon 375 

Could get a grant, but in reveriion. 
He ferv'd two 'pi*entice(hips, and longer, 
I' th' myftery of a lady- monger 1 
For (as fome write) a witch*s ghoft, 
"A^ foon as from the body looft, 380 

Becomes a puiney imp itfelf. 
And is another witch's elf : 
He, after fearching far and near. 
At length found 6ne in Lancafliire, 
*With whom he baftgainM beforehand, 585 

And, after han^ng, entertained : 
Since which he 'as play'd a thoufand feats. 
And pra£lis'd all mechanic cheats ; 
Transformed himfcif to th' ugly ihapes 
t)f wolves, and bears, baboons, and apes, 390 

Which he has varyM more than witches. 
Or Pharaoh's ^izai'ds, cotld theii* fwitches ^ 
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And all with whom he *as had to do, 

Tum'd to as monftrous figures too j 

Witnefs myfelf, whom he 'as abusM, 395 

And to this beaftly ihape reducM> 

By feeding mc on beans and peafe 

He crams in nafty crevices. 

And turns to comfits by his arts. 

To make me reliih for defcrts, 4A0 

And one by one, with Aiame and feart 

Lick up the candy'd provender. 

Befide — But as h' was running on. 

To teU what other feats he 'ad done. 

The Lady flopt his full career, 40^ 

And told him now 'tveas time to bear. 

If half thofe things (faid fhe) be true, 

(They 're all, quoth he, I fwear by you) : 

Why then, faid fhe, that Sidrophel 

Has damn'd himfelf to th' pit of hell, 410 

Who, mounted on a broom, the nag 

And hackney of a Lapland hag. 

In quefl of you came hither pofl. 

Within an hour (I 'm fure) at mof(. 

Who told me all you fwear and fay, 415 

Quite contrary another way j 

Vow'J that you came to him, to know 

If you fhould carry me or no. 

And would have hir'd him and his imps 

To be your match -makers and pimps, 410 

T' engage the devil on your fide, 

And fleal (like Proferpinc) your bride i 

But 
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But he difdaining to embrace 
So filthy a defign and bafe. 

You fell to vapouring and huffing, 425 

Xnd drew upon him like a ruffian j 
SurprizM him meanly, unprepared, . 
Before he 'ad time to mount his guard. 
And left him dead upon the ground, 
JVith many a bruife and defperate wound ; 430 

Swore you had broke and robb'd his houfe, 
And flole his talifmanique loufe, 
And all his new-found old inventions. 
With fiat felonious intentions, « 

Which he could bring out where he had, 43 5 

And what he bought them for, and paid.: 
His flea, his morpion, and punefe. 
He 'ad gotten for his proper eafe,. 
And all in perfeS minutes made. 
By th' ablefl artifl of the trade ; 44© 

Which (he could prove it) fince he loft. 
He has been eaten up almoil, 
And altogether might amount 
To many hundreds on account j 
For which he 'ad got fufficient warrant 445 

To feize the raalefaftors errant, 
Without capacity of bail, 
But of a cart's or horfe's tail ; 
And did not doubt to bring the wretches . 
To ferve for pendulums to watches, 450 

Which, modem virtuofi fay. 
Incline to hanging every way. 
•Vol. I. ' U Befule, 
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T&rstt^ fiK 2m: weaxt XB ^adl of JOB, 

If /Ml n^ant iif4 19 Ejrr «r 2>9Pcyv 
Am4 £9tatd k dor fiat, to hany 
Y€f9rSdr€!i vA as, joo fidiS tlus ivay^ 

T(0 tjke f o« fiMDewbere bcstaboac 

He ir^nr d he had imelligeace 

Of all that paTf^d before asd fisce. 

And fbyod that, ere yott cane to faoB, 

V* had beeA ec^ging life asd limb 

Aboot a caie of tender coiilcieacey 

Where both aboosded in yoor o«m ieni^ 

Till Rslpho, by his light and gnce. 

Had clearM all fcrvf^ in the cafe. 

And provM that you might fwear and own 

Whatever 's by the Wicked done \ 

Tor which, mott baicly to requite 

'I'he ieririce of his gifu and light. 

You drove t* oblige him, by main force. 

To fcourge his ribs inftead of your's. 

But that he ftood upon hfs guard. 

And all your rapouring outdarM ; 

For which, between you both, the feat 

Has never been perform'd as yet. 

While thus the Lady talked, the Knight 
Tum'd th* outfidc of his eyes to white 
(As men of inward light are wont 
To turn their optict b upon 't) } 
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He wonderM how (he ctaa6 to knoW • ' (^ 

What he had done> Slnd n&eaat to do i 

HtH up his affida¥it<haxl(iv ■■>>•' ' 4^5 

As if* he *ad btea to bt atn.ign'd i > 

Caft towards the door a ghaftljr IxMdc^ n '' r'- 

In dreiid of Sidrophel, add fpoke s 

Madam> if but one #^ b^ truf 
Of all the iK^izard has told yoUi . - < : 4.^0 

Or but ode fingle eircilniftslnee 
tn all th* apocryphal roniaficei 
May dreadful earthquakes fwallow doi^ti 
This veflel^ that is all your o^n ! 
01- may the heavens faH>i(iid cover 1^5 

Thefe reliques of yoiir conft^i^t lover ! 

Vou have provided well (qtlotfa (he) 
(I thank you) for yoilriblf add me, • 
And (hewn your Pi«(b)^erian wit» 
Jump pun£hial tivi^ the JiAiits ; 500 

A moft compendieniS'Way, and civi]> ', 

At once to theat the world, the devil. 
And heaven and htU^ yoitrffllves, and t^<i6i 
On whom you votnly think t* impdfe'. 
'Why then (quoth he) may bell farpii^e^ 505 

That trick (faid (he) will not pafs twica i 
1 Ve leamM how far I 'm to believe 
Your pinning oaths Upon your fleev9 9 
But there 's 1 better w^y 'of ckfinng 
What you would prove^ tiiatt downri^ (Wearing j 51a 
for, if you have peiforot'd tke feat^ 
The blows are vifible as yet. 



%f4 . BUTLER *S POEM'S^ 

Enough to fciTc for iatis£iAk» 

Of niceft fcroplc* ia tfae mBdmn f 

Aod if you can prodoce thoibknobsy 

Although thqr *re but tiie witch-s drubts- 

I *11 pafs them all vpon accofont. 

As if your natural felf had don*t j 

Prorided that they pafs th* opinioa 

Of able juries of old women. 

Who, nsM to judge all matter of faAs 

For bellies, may do fo for backs. 

Madam (quoth he) your lore *s a million^ 
To do is lefs than to be wiUiog, 
As I am, were it in my power, 
T^ obey what you command, and more ; 
But for perfonmng what you bid, 
I thank you as much as^f I did* 
You know I ought to have a care,. 
To keep my wounds from taking air; 
For wounds in thofe that are all heart. 
Are dangerous in any part. 

I find (quodk (he) my goods and chattels 
Are like to prove but mere drawn-battels^ 
For ftill the longer we contend. 
We are but farther off the end $ 
But granting now we fliould agree. 
What is it you 9xpedi from me ? 
Your plighted faith (quoth he) and word 
You paft in heaven on record, 
Where all contrails, to have and t* hold^ 
Are crerlaftingly cnroll'd j 
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And if ^tis counted treafon here 

To raze records, 'tis muck more there. 

Qiioth ihe, There are no bargains driven^ • .54.5 
Nor marriages clapp'd \ip, in heaven> 
And that *s the reafon^ as fome guefe. 
There is no heaven in marri^gcs.j 
Two things that naturally prefs 
Xoa narrowly, to be at eafc ; 55^ 

Their bufinefs there is only love. 
Which marriage is not lilce t' iniprove,; 
Love, that 's too generous t' abide 
To be againft its nature ty'd j 

Eor, where 'tis of itfelf inclinM, ^55 

It breaks loofe when it is coofin'd^ 
And like the foul, -its harbourer^ 
Dcbarr'd the freedom of the air, 
Difdains againft its will to ftay. 

But ftruggles^out, and flies away 4 ^5o 

And therefore never can comply 
T* endure the matrimonial tye, 
That binds the female and the malp. 
Where th* one is but the other's bail.i 
Like Roman gaolers, when they ilept, 565 

Chain'd to the prifoners they kqpt, 
Of which the true and faithful left lover 
Gives beft fecurity toiuffer. 
Marriage is but a beaft, fome fay. 
That carries double in foul way, 57% 

And therefore 'tis not to b* admir'd 
It (hould fo fuddenly be tir*d { 

U 3" A bar! 
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A bargain, at a Tcntiire mmSt, 

Between two partners in a tnoey 

(For what *s inferred hj t krtc and t* \tM^ 575 

But fomething paft awaj, and fiild ?} 

Tltat, as it makes bat one of two, 

Rcdocxs all things ellc as low. 

And at the beft is but a mart 

Between the one and th* otherfiart, 5I0 

That on the marriage-dsy is paid. 

Or hour of death, the bet is laid ; 

And all the rctt of better or worfe. 

Both are hot lofers out of purfe : 

For when upon their ungot heirs 5I5 

They* entail themfeltes, and all that *8 theirs. 

What blinder bargain t\x was driren. 

Ox wager laid at fix and feven ? 

To pafs themfelves away, and torn 

Their children's tenants ere they ''re bom ? i^ 

Beg one another idiot 

To guardians, ere they arc begot ; 

Or ever ihail, perhaps, by th** one 

Who *s bound to vouch them for his own. 

Though got b' implicit generation, 555 

And general club of all the nation \ 

For which Ihc 's fortify'd no kfs 

Than all the ifland, with four feas ; 

Exafts the tribute of her dower. 

In ready infolence and power, loo 

And makes hfm pafs away, to have 

And hold^ to her, himfelf, her flavcy 
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More wretched than an ancient villain, 

CondemnM to drudgery and tilling 9 

Wtkile all he does upon the by> 605 

She is not bound to juftify. 

Nor at her proper coft and charge 

Maintain the feats he does at large. 

Such hideous fots were thofe obedient 

Old vafTals to their ladies regent, €10 

To give the cheats the eldeft hand 

In foul play by the laws o' th' land. 

For which fo many a legal cuckold 

Has been nin down in courts, and trockerd ; 

A few that moil unjuftly yokes ^15 

All Johns of Stiles to Joans oi Noakes^ 

Without diftinftion of degree,, 

Condition, age, or quality; 

Admits no power of revocation^ 

Nor valuable confideration, 6zo 

Nor writ of Elrror, nor rcverfe 

Of judgment paft, for better or worfe y 

Will not allow the privileges 

That beggars challenge under hedges, 

Who, when they 're grievM, can make deadbesfes 625 

Their fpiritual jadge* of divorces. 

While nothing elfe but nm in re 

Can fet the proudeft wretches free ;. 

A llavery beyond enduring, 

But that 'tis of their own procuring. 43a 

As fpiders never feek the fly. 

But leave him, of himfelf, f apply }. 

U 4 S« 
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S -, =:«:: ir: by rVrnfrfrres empi'jy'd, 
Tc pit the fretdcci tfarr caioy'd, 
Ar^ n^ chcir seeks into 2 ooofe^ 635 

Tzej'd break than sftzr to break loofe. 
A» icne wboa deadi would boC depart, 
Hif c decs 'Jie tea: tfaemfelTes by sit : 
Like Iciian widowrs, gone to bed. 
In flaxcic J curtains, to the dead $ 440 

And men as of^ dacglcd for 't. 
And yet will never leaYc the fport. 
Nor do the iidies want cxcnTe 
Tor ill the ibatagcms they nle. 

To gain th' adTantage of the iet, -44,5 

And lurch the amorous rook and cheat* 
For, as the Pythagorean fool 
Kuns through all beaits^ and fiih, and fowl. 
And has a iVnack of every one. 

So love does, and has ever done ; ^50 

Ar.d therefore, though *tis ne^er fo fond» 
Takes ftrangely to .the vagabond. 
Tis but an ague that 's reverft, 
Whofc hot fit takes the patient firft. 
That after bums with cold as much ^55 

As iron in Greenland does the touchy 
Melts in the furnace of deiire. 
Like glafs, that 's but the ice of fire ; 
And when his heat of fancy 's over, 
Jiccomes as hard and frail a lover : *$6e 

For, when he 's wiih love-powder laden. 
And prim'd and cock'd by Mifs or Madam^ 

The 



H U D I»B R A S, Pa*t III. Canto I. %yj 

. The fmalleft fparkle of an eye 
Gives fire to his artillery, 

And off the loud oaths go, but, while 665 

They 're in the very aft, recoil : 
Hence 'tis £0 few dare take their chance 
Without a feparate maintenance ; 
And widows, who have try'd one lover, 
TJnift none again till they 've made over.j 67^ 

Or, if they do, before they marry. 
The foxes weigh the geefe they carry. 
And, ere they venture o'er a ftream. 
Know how to fize themfelves and them. 
Whence wittieft ladies always chufe .^7^ 

To undertake theheavieft gooie t 
For now the world is grown fo wary^ 
That few of either fex dare. marry, 
But rather truft, oa tick, t' amours. 
The crofs and pile for better or worfcvj ^So 

A mode that is held honourable 
As well as French, and faihionable i 
For when it falls out for the beft. 
Where both mreincommoded leafty 
In foul and body two unite ^%^ 

To make up one hennaphrodite. 
Still amorous, and fond, and billing. 
Like Philip and Mary on a (hilling. 
They 've more pun6Ulios and capriches 
Between the petticoat and breeches, ^90 

More petulant extravagances. 
Than poets make them in romancee } 

Though, 
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Though, when their heroes Ypovfe the damet^ 
We hear no more of charms and flames ; 
For then their late attrafts decline, ^5 

And turn as eager as prickM wine. 
And all their catterwanling tricks, 
In eamcft to as jealous piques; 
Which th' Ancients wifely fignify'd 
By th* yellow manteaus of the bride t 700 

For jealoufy is but a kind 
Of clap and grincans of the mind. 
The natural eifefts of love. 
As other flames and aches prove t 
But all the mifcbief is, the doubt 705 

On whofe account they firft broke out. 
For though ChineTes go to bed. 
And lie-in in their ladies* ftead. 
And, for the pains they took before. 
Are nurs''d and pampered to do more, , yto 

Our green-men do it worfe, when they* hap- 
To fall in labour of a clap ; 
Both lay the child to one another. 
But who ^s the father, who the mother^ 
*Tis hard to fay in multitudes, 715 

Or who imported the French goods. 
But health and ficknefs being all one. 
Which both engag''d before to own. 
And are not with their bodies bound 
To worftiip, only when they *re found,, 710 

Both give and take their equal (hares 
Of ail they fufFcr by falfe waresj 

I Afate 
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A fate no lover can divert 

With all his caution, wit, and art : 

For 'tis in vain to think to guefs 725 

At women by appearancts. 

That paint and patch their imperfe^Uens 

Of intelle6lual complexions. 

And daub their tempers o*er with waibes^ 

As artificial as their fflfces; 730 

Wear under vizard-maiks their talcmts. 

And mother-wits before their gallants ^ 

Until they *re hamper^ in the noofe. 

Too faft to dream of bieaking looib % 

When all the flaws they ftsove to hide 735 

Are made unready with the bride. 

That with her wedding-dothes undrefies 

Her complaifance and gentilefies y 

Tries all her arts to take upon her 

The government, from th' eafy otwfier^ 74^ 

Until the wretch is gkid to wave 

His lawful right, and turn her flave ; 

Find all his having and his holding 

Reduced t* eternal norfe and fcolding ;; 

The conj.ugal petard, that tears 745 

Down all portcullices of ears. 

And makes the voUy of one tongue 

For all their leathern ihields too fbx>ng i 

When only armM with noife and nails. 

The female filk-worms ride the males, 759 

Transform them into rams and goats. 

Like Syrens, with their charmh^ notes | 

Sweet 
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• Sweet as a fcreech-owrs fercnadc. 
Or thofe enchanting jnuntiurs made 
Byth* hufband mandrake, and the wife, ,75.1 

Both biiry'd (like themfelves) alive, 

. Quoth he, Thefe^reafons are but ftrain« 
Of wanton over-heated brains, ~ 
Which rallicrs.>in their wit or drink 
I>Q rather wheedle with than think. ^760 

Man was not man in Paradife, 
Until he was created twice. 
And had his better half, his brido, 
Carv'd from th' original, his fide, 
T'. amend his natural defers, j6$ 

And perfeft his recruiting fex-^ 
Enlarge his breed, at once, and lefTen 
The pains and labour of increafmg. 
By changing them for. other cares, 
^.by his dryM->up paps appears. yjQ 

His body, that flupendous frame. 
Of all the world the. anagram. 
Is of two equal parts compafii;. 
In fhape and fymmetey exa6l. 

Of which the left and female fide 77^ 

Is to the manly right a bride, 
Both join'd together with fuch art. 
That nothing elfe but death can part. 
Thofe heavenly attrafts of your's, your eyes> 
And face, that all the world furprize, ^Sa 

That dazzle all that look upon ye, 
\nd fcorch all other ladies tawnjr.j 

Thofe 
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Thofe raviihing and charming graces. 
Are all made ujx o£ two half facea 
ICh^t, in a mathematic line, ^g^ 

Like thofe in other heavens, join ; 
Of which, if either grew alone, 
'Twould fright as much to look upon« 
And fo would that fweet bud, your lip, . 
V/i[ithout the other? s. fellowship. 29P 

Our nobleft fenfes a6l by pairs. 
Two eyes to fee, to hear two ears j 
Th' intelligencera-of the mind,. 
To wait uponthe foul. deiignM^. 
;But thofe that ferve.the body* alone. 795 

Are iingle and confined to one.. 
The world is but two parts, that meet. 
And clofe at th*. equino6lial fit $ 
And fo are all the work» of. Nature, 
StampM with her fignature on matter } Soo 

Which all her creatures, to a leaf. 
Or fmalleft blade of grafs, receive. 
All which fufficiently declare 
How entirely marriage is her care, 
.The only method that (he ufes S0.5 

In all the wonders (he produces j 
And thofe that take their rules from her 
Can never be deceivM nor err : 
For what fecures the civil life, 

But pawns of children, and a wife f Sio 

That lie, like ho(bges, at fbUce, 
To pay for all men undertake $ 
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To whom it is as neceflarfy 
As to be bom and breadK, to marryi 
So unirerGdf ail mankind 
In nothing eUe is of one mind : 
For in what ftupid age or nation 
Was marriage erer out of f afhion ? 
Unlefs among the Amaaons, 
Or cloifterM Friars and Veftal mms» 
Or Stoics, who, to bar the freaks 
And loofe excefles of die fez^ 
Prepofteroufly would have all women 
TumM up to all the world in common ; 
Though men would find fach mortal feudi 
In (baring of their pubHc goods^ 
*Twould put them' to more charge of lives. 
Than they 're fupply'd with now by wives. 
Until they graze, and wear their clothes. 
As beafts do, of their native growths ; 
For iimple wearing of their horns 
Will not fuffice to ferve their turns. 
For what can we pretend t* inherit, 
Unlefs the marriage-deed will bear it ? 
Could claim no right to lands or rents. 
But for our parents* fettlements ; 
Had been but younger fons o' th' earth. 
Debarred it all, but for our birth. 
What honours, or eftates of peers. 
Could be preferv'd but by their heirs ? 
And what fecurity maintains 
Their right axkd title, \»i\ t\j& \i^tiTk% » 
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What crowns could be hereditary. 

If greateft monarchs did not many. 

And with their conforts conAimmate 845 

Their wcightieft interefts of ftate ? 

For all th^ amours of princes are 

But guarantees of peace or war. 

Or what but marriage has a charm. 

The rage of empires to difarm f 850 

Make blood and defolation ceafe. 

And fire and fword unite in peace. 

When all their fierce contefts for forage 

Conclude in articles of marriage ? 

Nor does the genial bed provide S55 

Lcfs for the interefts of the bride. 

Who elfe had not the leaft pretence 

T' as much as due benevolence j 

Could no more tftle take upon her 

To virtue, quality, and honour, 260 

Than ladies errant unconfinM, 

And feme-coverts to all mankind. 

All women would be of one piece. 

The virtuous matron, and the mifs 5 

The nymphs of chafte Diana's train, 865 

The fame with thofe in Lewkner's lane. 

Bat for the difference marriage makes 

Twixt wives and ladies of the Lakes : 

Befides the joys of place and birth. 

The fex*s paradifc on earth, S^^ 

A privilege fo facred held, 

Tluit aone will to their AMthers yield. 
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But, rather than not go before. 
Abandon heaven at the door : 

And if th^ indulgent law allows* S75 

A greater freedom to the (poufe. 
The reafon is, becaufe^the wife. 
Runs greater hazards of her life ;, 
Is trufted with the form and matter 
,Of all mankind, by careful Nature, Zi& 

Where man brings nothing but the ftuflF 
She frames the wondrous fabric of j 
"Who therefore,, in a ftrait, may freely 
Demand the clergy of her. belly. 
And make it fave her the fame, way tS$ 

It feldom.mifles to betray, 
Unlefs both paities., wifely enter: 
Into the Liturgy indenture. 
And though fome fits of fmall.contell 
Sicunetimes fall out among the beil, (^p 

Thzft is no m*re than every lover 
Docs from his hackney-lady fuffer.j. 
That makes no breach of faith and love,. 
But rather (fometimes) ferves t' improve i 
Ear as, in running, every pace J95 

Is but between. two legs a race,. 
In which both do their uttennoft, 
To get before and win the poft. 
Yet when they Ve at their race's ends,. 
They 're ftill as kind and conftant friends, fqa 

And, to relieve their wearineis. 
By turns give oiie aivother^afei 

So 
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60 all thofe falfe alarms of ftrife 
Between the hufband and the wife. 
And little quarrels, often prove 905 

To be but new recruits of love 5 
When thofe who 're always kind or coy. 
In time muft either tire br tloy. 
Nor arc the loudeft clamours, more 
Than as they 're relifli'd, f>y€et or four 5 910 

Like muHck, that proves bad or good. 
According as 'tis underftood* 
In all amours a lover burns 
With frowns, as well as fmiles, by turns $ 
And hearts have been as oft with fullen 915 

As'charming looks furpria^'d and ftolen : 
Then why (hould more bewitchuig clamour 
Some lovers not as much enaipour i 
For difcords make the fweeteft airs. 
And curfes are a kind of prayers j 910 

Two flight alloys for all thofe grand 
Felicities by marriage gain'd t 
For nothing elfe has power to fettle 
The interefts of love perpetual ; 
An a6t and deed that makes one heart 915 

Become another's counter-part. 
And pafles fines on faith and love, 
InroU'd and regiiter'd above, 7.. 

To feal the flippery knots of vows. 
Which nothing elfe but death can loofe. 930 

And what fecurity 's too ftrong 
To guard that gentle heart from wrong. 
Vol. I, X -r^-^x 
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That to its friend is glad to pafs- 

Itfelf away, and ail k has. 

And, like an anchorite, gives over ^3^ 

This world, for the heaven of a lover f 

I grant (quoth (he) there are fome few 

Who take that courfe, and find it true 5 

But millions tvhom the fame does ienteuce 

To heaven V another way, repentance^ ^ 

Love's arrows are but (hot at rovm. 

Though all they hit they turn to lovers 1 

And all the weighty confequents 

Depend upon n>ore Mind events 

Than gamefters, when they play a fet a^^ 

With greateft cunning at Piquet, 

Put out with caution, but take in 

They know not what, uafight unfeen* 

Fcr what do lovers, whe» they *re feit 

In one another's arms embraced, a^ 

But drive to plunder, and convey 

Dach other, like a prize, away ? 

To change the property of felves^. 

As fucking children a/e by elves ? 

And, if they ufe their perfons fo, ^^^ 

What will they to their fortunes do ? 

Their fortunes I the perpetual aims 

Of all their ecftafies and flames. 

For when the money 's on the book. 

And All my 'worldly goods^hvX ijpoke ^ 

(The formal livery and feifin 

That puts a lover in poffei&on) 
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To that alone the bridegroom 's wedded. 

The bride a flam that 's i'uperfeded i 

To that their faith is ftill made good^ 965 

And all the oaths to us they vowM j 

For when we once rcfign our powers. 

We 've nothing left we can call ours : 

Our money 's now become the Mifs 

Of all your lives and fervices, 979 

And we, forfaken and poftpon*d. 

But bawds to what before we own'd f 

Which, as it made y* at iirft gallant us^ 

So now hires others to Oupplant us« 

Until 'tis all turnM out of doors ■ 97$ 

(As we had been) for new amours. 

For what did ever heirefs yet. 

By being bom to lordlhips, get ? 

W^hen, the more lady ihe 's of manors. 

She H but exposed to more trepanners, 9S& 

Pay* for their proie6ls and defigns. 

And for her own deftru£lion fines } 

And does but tempt them with lier riches. 

To ufe her^at the devil does witches j 

Who takes it for a fpecial grace * 9S5 

To be their cully for a (pa^ 

That, when the tim^ *s expired, the drazeU 

For evtr may become his isaflals : 

So Ihe, bewitchM by rooks- and fpirits. 

Betrays herfelf, and all fit* inherits y 99^ 

Is bought and fold, like ftolen goods. 

By pimps, and match-maktrs, and bawdt ^ 

X a \i^\kV 
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Until they force her to convey. 

And fteal the thief hirafelf away. 

Thefe are the evcrfafting fruits ^95 

Of all your paffionate love-fuits, ^ 

Th' effefts of all your amorous fancies 

To portions and inheritances ; 

Your love-ficlc rapture, for fruition 

Of dowry, jointure, and tuition ; lOflOi" 

To which you make addrefs and courtfliip, ! 

And with your bodies ftrive to worfliip, ' 

That th' infanfs fortunes may partake 

Of love too, for the mother's fake. | 

For thefe you play at purpofes, 1005' j 

And love your loves with A's and B's | J 

For thefe at Bcfte and L'Ombre wooe^ 

And play for love and money too 5 

Strive who fliall be the ableft man 

At right gallanting of a fan ; loic 

And who the moft genteely bred * , 

At fucking of a vizard-Tiead 5 ^ 

How beft t' accoft Us in all quarters, ' 

T' our queftion-and-coramand new garters 5 

And folidly difcourfe upon 1015 1 

All forts of drefles pro and con : 

For there 's no myftery nor trade, 

But in the art of love is made 5 

And when you have more debts to pay ' 

Than Michaelmas and Lady-day, yeiO 

And no way poflible to dq*t • 

But love and oaths, and r^ftlefs fiilt«. 

To 
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To us y' apply, to pay the fcores 

Of all your cully'd paft amours j 

Aa o'er your flames and darts again, 1025 

And charge us with your wounds and pain ; 

Which others' influences long fince 

Have charm'd your nofes with, jind fliins j 

For which the furgeon is unpaid. 

And like to be, without our aid. . 1030 

Lord ! what an amorous thing is want ! 

How debts and mortgages inchant I 

What graces muft that lady have, 

That can from executions fave I 

W:hat. charms, that can reverfe extent,. 1035 

And null decree and exigent ! 

What magical attra6ls and graces, 

That can redeem from Scire facias ! 

From bonds and ftatutes can diicharge. 

And frpm contempts of courts enlarge ! . 104.0 

Thefe are the higheft excellences 

Of all your true or falfe pretences 5 

And you would damn yourfelves, and fwear 

As much t' an hoftefs dowager. 

Grown fat and purfy by retail 1*45 

Of pots of beer and bottled ale. 

And find her fitter for your turn. 

For fat is wondious apt to burn j 

Who at your flames would foon take fire>, 

Relent, and melt to your defire, 1050 

And, like a candle in the focket, 
' DilTolvc ber graces int' your pocket, 

X s ^^ 
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By this time *twas grown dark and late. 
When they' heard a knocking at the gate. 
Laid on in hade, with fuch a powder, 1035 

The blows gi-ew louder ftill and louder ; 
Which Hudibras, as if they 'd been 
Beftow'd as freely on his ikin, 
Expounding by his inward light, 
Or rather more prophetic fright, ' ie6o 

To be the Wizard, come to fearch. 
And take him napping in the lurch, 
Turn'd pale as afhes, or a clout, 

But why, or wherefore, is a doubt ; j 

For men will tremble, and turn paler, 1065 J 

With too much or too little valour. 
His heart laid on, as if it try'd 
To force a paffage through his fide. 

Impatient 

Ver. 1053, 1054.] Two days were but yet pafled 
fince the beginning of thefe adventures : wc are now 
entering into the night wherein happened the moft re- 
markable a6lion in the whole Poem. Mr. Butler, in 
this piece of management, imitated Homer and Virgil, 
who are equally celebrated for their night-adventures. 
But who are the perfons that knock at the gate-? pro- 
bably two of the Lady's own fervants : for, as flie a»d 
Ralpho (who all the time lay in ambufcade) had been 
defcanting on the Knight's villainies, fo they had un- 
doubtedly laid this fcheme to be revenged of him : the 
fervants were difguifed, and afted in a bold and hec- 
toring manner, purfuant to the inftru6lions given them 
by the Widow. The Knight was to be made believe 
they were Sidrophel and Whachum, which made hit 
frifrht and conftemation fo great, that we iind him 
hiHiDg into a ivvooiv. 



HUD IB R A S^ Part III. Canto I. 311 

Impatient (as he vow'd) to wait them. 

But in a fury to Af at them 5 107* 

And therefore beat and laid about 

To find a- cranny to -creep out. 

But flie, who law in what a taking 

The Knight was by his furious quaking. 

Undaunted cry'd. Courage, Sir Knight, 1075 

Know I 'm refolv'd to break no rite 

Of hofpitality to a (Iranger, 

But, to fectire yon out of danger, " 

Will here myfelf ftand centioel. 

To guard this pafs ^gainft Sidrophel : 9080 

Women, you know, do feldom fail 

To make the ftouteft men turn tail. 

And bravely fcorn to turn their backs 

Upon the^defperateft attacks. 

At this tlie Knigkt grew refolute 1085 

As Ironfide, or H^iknute | 

His fortitude began to rally, 

And out he cryM aloud to fa^y i 

But Ihe befought liim to g»nvey 

His courage rather ottt- o^ th* way, 1990 

And lod^e in ambufli on the floor. 

Or fortify' d behind a door, 

That, if the en«my (hould enter. 

He might relieve her in th' adventure* 

Meanwlii^e, 

Vcr. ioS6«] Two famous and valiant princes of this 
country, the ooe a Saxoa, the other a Dane. 

X4 • 
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Meanwhile, they knock*d againft the door> 1095 
As fierce as at the gate before 5 
Which made the renegado Knight 
Relapfe again t' his former fright. 
He thought it defperate to ftay 

Till th' enemy had forc'd his way, 1100 ' 

But rather poft himfelf, to ferve j. 

The Lady for a fre(h refei-ve. 
His duty was not to difpute, 

But what (he 'ad orderM execute j «■ 

Which he refolv'd in hafte t' obey, jio* 

And therefore ftoutly march'd away. 
And all h' encountered fell upon. 
Though in the dark, and all alone ; 
Till fear, that braver feats performs 
Than ever courage dar'd in arms, ^ yn© i" 

Had drawn him up before a pafs^ 
To ftand upon his guard, and fsrce : 
This he courageoully invaded, 
And, having entered, barricadoed 5 
Infconc'd himfelf as formidable 1XJ5 ■ 

As could be underneath a table. 
Where he lay down in ambufh clofe, 
T' expeft th' arrival of his foes, ' 

Few minutes he had lain perdue^ 
To guard his defperate avenue, f jid 

Before he heard a dreadful fhout, 

As loud as putting to the rout, 
With which impatiently alarm'd. 
He l;ncy'd th\enemy had ftorm'd, 
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Aad, after entering, Sidrophel 1125 

Was fallen upon the guaxds pell-mell i 
He therefore fent out all his fenfes 
To bring him in intelligences. 
Which vulgars, out of ignorance, 
Miftake for falling in a trance -, J130 

But thofe that trade in geomancy. 
Affirm to be the ftrcngtK of fanc^ 5 ^ 

. In which the Lapland Magi deal. 
And things incredible reveal. 

Meanwhile the foe beat up his quarters, *i35 

And ftorm'd the outworks of his fortrefs j 0, 

And, as another of the fame 
Degree and party, in arms ind fame, 
That in the fame caufe had engag'd. 
And war with equal condi^ wag'd, 1140 

By venturing only but to tKruft 
His head a Q>an beyond his poft, 
B' a general of the Cavaliers 
Was dragg'd through' a window by the ears ; 
60 he was ferv'd in his redoubt^ 1 14.^ 

And by the other end pull'd out. 

Soon as they h.id him at their mercy. 
They put him to the cudgel fiercely. 
As if they 'ad fcornd to trade or barter. 
By giving or by taking quarter : I150 

They ftoutly on his quarte;rs laid. 
Until his fcouts came in t' his aid : 
For when a man is paft his ferfe. 
There '» no way to ftdnce hinj thence. 
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But twinging him by th* ears or nofc, 1155 

Or laying on of heavy blows. 

And, if that will not do the deed. 

To blaming with hot irons proceed. 

No fooner was he come t' himfelf, 

£ut on his neck a fturdy elf n^ 

Clapp'd, in a trice, his cloren hoof. 

And thus attaurk'd him" with reproofs 

Mortal, thou art betrayM to us * 

By"" our friend, thy evil genius j 

"Who for thy horrid perjuries, -^165 

Thy breecli of faith, «and turning lyes, 
Tlifc Brethren's privilege (againft 
The Wicked) on therafehres^ the Saints, 
Has here thy wretched carcafe fent. 
For juft revenge and punilhmentj ii/f 

Which thou haft now no way to leflen. 
But by an open, free confeffion ; 
For if we catch thee failing once, 
''Twill fall the heavier on thy bones. 

What made thee venture to betray, ny 

And filch the Lady's heart away f 
To fpirit her to matrimony ? — 
That which contracts all matches, money. 
It was th' inchantment of her riches. 
That made m' apply t' your crony witches | 11 So 

That in return would pay th' expence. 
The wear and tear of conference j 
Which,! could have patch'd-up, and turned. 
For th* hundredth part of what I carn'd. 

Pidft 
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Didft thou not love her then ? fpeak tnie. " > 1 185 
No more (quoth he) than I love you. ^ 

How wouldft thou ^ave usM her and her money ? 
Firft turn'd her up to alimony, -^ 
And laid her dowry out in law. 

To null her jointure with a flaw, ii9« 

Which I beforeliftand had agreed . - 
T' have put, on pui*pofe, in the deed. 
And bar her widow's making over 
T' a friend in truft, or private lover. 
> What made thee pick and chufe her out ^ >i95 
T' employ their forceries about ? , 

That which makes gamefters play with thofc -. 
Who have leaft wit, and ipoft to lofe. 
But didft thou fcourge thy veffel thus. 
As thou haft danonM thyfelf to ust . 1200 

I fee you take me for an afs : 
*Tis true, I thought the trick would pafs 
Upon a woman well enough, *^ 
As *t has been often found by proof ; 
Whofe humours are not, to b^ won 1*05 

But when they are imposed upon j 
For Love approves of all they do 
That ftand for candidates, and wooe. 

Why didft thou forge thofe ihameAil lyet 
Of bears and witches in diiguife ? ixio 

That is no more than authors gife 
The rabble credit to believe 5 , 

A ti'ick of following their loaders, 
T« entertain their gentle fcaders 2 

-*• 'An* 
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And we have now no other way . x»ij 

Of pafling all wc do or fay j 

Which, when *ps natural and true. 

Will be believ'd by' « very few, ^] 

Befidc the danger of offence, \ 

• The fatal enemy of fenfe. iiio •» 

Why didft thou chufe that curfed lia» 

H)-pocrify, to fet up in ? 

Bepaufe it is the thriving'ft calling. 

The only faints' -bell that rings all in 5 

In which all Churches are concem'd, 1115 

And is the eafieft to be leam'd : 

For no degrees, unlefs they' employ it^ 

Can ever gain much, or enjoy it : 

A gift that, is not only able 
' To domineer among the rabble, jijo 

But by the laws impower'd to rout 

And awe the greateft that ftand out ; *} 

Which few hold forth againft, for fear :j 

Their hands (hould flip, and come too near ; 

For no fin elfe, among the Saints, 1135 

Is taught fo tenderly againft. 

What made thee break thy plighted vows ? 

That which makes others break a houfe, | 

And hangi and fcom you all, before 

Endure the plague of being poor. 1140 

Quoth he, I fee you have more tricks 

Than all our doating politicks, 

That are grown old, and out of fafhion. 

Compared with your new Reformation j 
'' That 
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That we muft come to fchoel to you, 1145 

To. I^am your moi-e refinM and new. 

Quoth he, If you will give me leave 
To tell you what I now perceive, . 
Vou '11 find yourfelf an errant choufe. 
If y' were but at a A^eeting^-houfe. j 1250 

'Tis trueX^uoth he) we ne'er come there, 
Becaufe w' have let 'em out by th' year. " 

Truly (quoth he) you can't imagine 
What wondrous things they will engage>in5 . 
That, a^ your fellow- fiends in heU 1455 

Were angels all before they fell. 
So are you like to be again, 
Compar'd with th' angels of us men. ' - 

Quoth he, I am refolv'd -to be 
Thy fcholar in this myftery s ■ %260 

And therefbre firft defire to know 
Sora^ principks on which you go. ^^ ", 

What 4sakes a knave a child t>f God* « 
And one of us ? — A livelihood. ^ ^1 

What renders beating out of brains,* tt6$ 

And murther, go«U^efs ^^—Great gains. 

Wh^ 's tender eonfcienct ? — 'Tis al)6tch 
^iSlt mil not bearthe gentleft touch $ «-> 
SBut, breaking out, diQ>atches'<m($re 
Tian th' epidemical'^ plague-fore. ^270 

,W)ut makes y' incroach updll our tra4|^ 
And ^kmn.all others ? — To be paid. ' = 4* 

M^at 's orthodox and true believing 
Againft a ^a»fcience ?— A good livings 

What 
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'-ffix. :2sk£\ ai! i:Grr=.=i ptair aaj oar ? 
A-Vic: -■•■■i ii-ir.i.-»:i cio^ads x-tset. 

Whir =2i« tic -i-ailffg cf i2 cg*.s ' 
A S-ctIt d-tr ? — T'jvi ani crM=a. 

Whit, liirj aai fr^sdon, pcrfbnr-ea ?^- 
h^.n^ ctiC of pcnrsr srd coctrfb*^tio9. 

^^Ti2t makfrf 2 chcrch a <ica cf dacres ?— * tfl^s 
A Dear. as4 Chapter, and wbite Cesrcs. 

And what would fbre, if dkkle wrr« gocc^ 
To isaJci h orthodox ? — Our emu. 

^tat makes mcrzllzr a eiitae. 
The nyjA notorious of the time ; 1290 

J*IoraIity, which both die Saints ■ ^ 

And Wicked too cry cut agatnft f ^ 

''Caufe gjrace and rirtue arc within 
Prohibited degrees of kin ; 

And therefore no true Saint allows 1395 

They (hall be fufFer'd to cfpoufe : ^ 
For Saints can need no coiifcxence>^^ 
That with morality difpenfe ; 
A« virtue 's impious, wficn 'tis rooted 
In nature only, and not imputed : * j jo« 

But why the Wicked (hould do fo, 
We neither know, nor care to do. 

What 's liberty of confcience, 
r th" jiatiiral and genuine ftnfe I * ' 

Til 
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"'TIS to rcftore, with more fecurity^ ^ 1305 

Rebellion to its ancient purity ^ 

And Chriftian liberty reduce • 

To th* elder praftice of the Jews j 

For a large confcience is all one, 

And fignifies the fame whh none. 131^ 

It is enough (quoth he) for once, ■ 
And has repriev'd thy forfeit bones t 
Nick Machiavel had ne*er a trick ^ 

(Though he gave hi& nafne to our Old Nick) 
But was below the l«aft of thefe, ^* 1315 

That pafs i' th' world for holinefs. 
This (aid, the Furies and the light 
In th* inftant vanifti'd out of fight, ^ 

And left 'him in the dark alone, 
With dinks of brimftone and his own. / 1320 

The Q^een of Night, whofe large commaiii 
Rules all the fea, and half the land. 
And ovei; moift and crazy brains. 
In high fpring. tides,, at midnight reigns> 
Was now declining* to the weft, 1315 

To go to bed and take her reft j 

• • When 



, Ver. 13*5, 1316.] Our Poet ftands alone in. this 
idefcription of the morning's approach: none •'that I 
know of, befides himfelf, has painted it by the moon's 
declenfioil^ : he fcomed to follow the old beaten cuftom 
of tf^fcribhig it by the fun's rifmg, which he had done 
once before. Part II. Cant. ii. Ver. 29 $ but he here 
findi out a new wayi and altogether ]iift« 
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By this time 'twas grown dark and late. 
When they' heard a knocking at the gate. 
Laid on in hafte, with fuch a powder, 1055 

The blows gi-ew louder ftill and louder j 
Which Hudibras, as if they 'd been 
Beftow'd as freely on his ikin. 
Expounding by his inward light, 
Or rather more prophetic fright, ' ie6o 

To be the Wizard, come to fearch. 
And take him napping in the lurch, 
Turn'd pale as afhes, or a clout, 
But why, or wherefore, is a doubt ; 
For men will tremble, and turn paler, 1065 

With too much or too little valour. 
His heart laid on, as if it try'd 
To force a paffage through his fide. 

Impatient 

Ver. 1053, 1054.] Two days were but yet paflcd 
fince the beginning of thefe adventures : wc are now 
entering into the night wherein happened the moft re- 
markable a6lion in the whole Poem. Mr. Butler, in 
this piece of management, imitated Homer and Virgil, 
who are equally celebrated for their night-adventures. 
But who are the perfons that knock at the gate-? pro- 
bably two of the Lady's own fervants : for, as flie and 
}^alpho (who all the time lay in ambufcade) had been 
defcanting on the Knight's villainies, fo they had un- 
doubtedly laid this fcheme to be revenged of him : the 
fervants were difguifed, and afted in a bold and hec- 
toring manner, purfuant to the inftru6lions given them 
by the Widow. The Knight was to be made believe 
they were Sidrophel and Whachum, which made bit 

fright and conftemation fo great, that wc find him 

filing into a fwoon. 
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SelievM it was fome drolling fprite 

That ilaid upon the guard that night. 

And one of thofe he ^ad feea, and felt 

fil?hc di-ubs he had fe freely dealt $ 1 369 

When, after a (hort paufe and groan. 

The doleful Sij»irit thus went on; 

This 'tis t' engage with Dogs and Bears 
Pell-mell together by the ears, 

And, after painful bangs and knocks, 1365 

To lie in limbo 4n the ftocks. 
And from the pinnacle ^of glory 
.Fall headlong into Purgatory : 

(Thought ho, this devil 's fudi of malice. 
That on my late difafters rallies) 1370 

Condemned .to whipping, but declined it, 
By being more heroic-minded ; 
And at a riding handled worfc, 
With treats more floveniy and coarfe^ 
JSngag'd with fiends in ftubborn wars, -'375 

And hot difputes with conjurers ; 
And, when thou 'adft bravely won the day. 
Watt fain to fteal thyfetf away. 

( I fee, thought he, thi< ihamelefs elf 
Weuld fain fteal me, too, from myfelf, . i jge 

That impudently dapes to own 
What I have fufFerM for and done) 
And now, but venturing to betray. 
Haft met with vengeance the fame way. 

'Thought he, how does the devil know 13S5 

What 'twas that I dcfign'd to do ? 
- Vol. I, Y Wv% 



His office of intelligence. 

His oracles, are cea»*<i leng fince $ 

And he knows nothing of the Saints, 

Bot what Tome tFeaeherons fjpy acquaints* tjf^ 

This is fome pettifogging ftend> 

Some under door-keeper's friend*s friend^ { 

That undertakes to underftand, ^ 

And juggles at the fecond hand, \ 

And now would pafs for Spirit Po, ^95 < 

And all men's daik concerns foreknow* 

I think I need not fear him for 't ; 

Thcfe rallying devils do no hurt. 

With thai he rous'd his drooping heart. 

And haftily cry'd out. What art ? J400 

A wretch (quoth he) whom want of grace 

Has brought to this unhappy place. 

I do believe thee, quoth the Knight ; 
Thus far I 'm fure thou 'rt in the right : 
And know what 'tis that troubles thee, ' 1405 "( 

Better than thou haft guefs'd of me. 
Thou art ibrae paltry, black-guard fprite^ * 

Condemned to drudgery in the night j 
Thou haft no work to do in th' houfe, 
.Nor halfpenny to drop in fhoes ; • J410 

Without the raifmg of which fum 
You dare not be fo troublefome 
To pinch the flatterns black and blue. 
For leaving you their woi*k to do* 
This is your builnefs, good Pug-Robin^ 1415 

Ar.d your divcrfion dull dry- bobbing, 

T* «• 
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T' entice fanatics id 1^ dkty 

And wafh them cleai\ m ditckes ^ *t j 

-Of which concek you are fo proQ4» 

At every jeft you lat^h aloud, t4^9 

As now you would have done by me. 

But that I harrM your raillecy. 

Sir (quoth the Voice) ye *re no (uch fophi 
As you would have the world judge of ye* 
2f you deiign to w.eigh our talents 14-^5 

r th* ftandar^ of your own^alfe balance^ 
Or think it poffible to know 
Vs ghofts, as yrell as we do you ^ 
We, who have been the everlafting 
(CoBipanions of your drubs and baRlng^ I43^ 

And never left you in conteft 
With male or female, man or beaft $ 
But prov'd as true t' ye, and entire. 
In all adventures, as your Squire. 

Quoth he, That may be faid as true 24.35 

By th' idled pug of all your crew : 
For none could have betray'd us worfe 
Than thole allies of ours and yours. 
B\it I have fent him for a token 

. To your low-country Hogen-Mogen, 144Q 

To whofe infernal ihores I hope 
He *11 fwing like fkippei's in a rope : 
And, if ye *ave been more juft to me 
<As I am apt to ^hiak) than he, 
. I am afraid it is as ti-ue t|4$ 

Whatth'ill-affeacdiaypfypu^ : . . 

Y% ' ' Ye 
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Yc 'ave 'fpous'd the Covenant and Caufe^ 
By holding up your cloven paws. 

Sir (quoth the Vwce) 'trs tniCj I grant,. 
Wcmadc, and took, the Covenant; 
But that no more concerns the CauCe^ 
Thtn other perjuries do the lawS) 
Which, when they 'reprovM in open court. 
Wear wooden peccadilloes for 't t 
And that *s the reafon Covenanters- 
Hold up their hand's, like rogues at bars. 

I fee (quoth Hudibras) &om whence 
Thefe fcandals of the Saints commence^. 
That ace but natural' effedk 
Of Satan^s malice, and his fe£ls% 
Thofe fpidei^faints, that hang by thi«ad» 
Spun out o' th' entrails of their heads. 

Sir (quoth the Voice)' that may as- true 
And properly be iaid of you^ 
W^hofe talents may compare with either. 
Or both the other put together : 
For all the Independents do. 
Is only what you forc'd them to-; 
You, who are not content alone 
■ With ti'icks to put the devil down. 
But mud have armies raisM to back 
The Gofpel-work you undertake j 
As if artillery and edge-tools. 
Were th' only engines to favc fouls t 
Wliile he, poor devil, has no power 
By force to run doNf tt vcA dwour j; ' 
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Has ne'er a Claflis, cannot fentence 

To ftools, or poundage of repentance ; 

Is tyM up only to deiigny 

'^Aitice, andtempty and undermine :■ t^Z^ 

In which you all his- arts outdo. 

And prove yourfelves his. betters too. * 

Hence *tis pofleflions do lefs evil 

Than mere temptations of the devil. 

Which all the horrid'ft a£lions done: f4^'f 

Are charg'd in courts of law upon j 

Becaufe, unlefs they help^the elf,. 

He can do little of himfelf ; 

And therefore, where he *8 beftpoflef!^ 

A£b moft againft his intereft ; 149O 

Surprizes none, but thofe who *ave priefts 

To turn him out, and exorcifts, 

Supply*d with fpicitual provifion^ 

And magazines of ammunition $> 

With crofTes, celics, crucifixes, ' 1495 

Beads, pictures, rofaries, and pixes ; 

The tools of working ourfalvation 

By mere mechanic operation : 

With holy water, like a fluice,. 

To^ overflow all avenues t 1-500 

But thofe who 're utterly unarm*d', 

T' oppofe his entrance if he ftorm'd^ 

He never ofiers to furprize. 

Although hi».falfeft enemies ; 

BiU is content to be their drudge, 1505 

And on their ecraadt gUd to trudge r 
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for wliere are all yvor Ibrfieidwtt 
Intruded in fafe haads, but oim f 
Who are but jailors of the holes 
And dungeons where you cla|>-vp finds | 1519 

Like undcr-keeperty turn the keyt^ 
T' your mittimus imatbamuy 
And never boggle to reilore 
The members you detifer o'cr^ 

Upon demand, with fairer jnfticey (515 

Than all your covenanting Tmfteet; 
Unlefsy to punifli them the wofie, 
Vou put them in the fecular powers. 
And pafs their i^ls, as forae demife 
■The fame eftate in mortgage twice i tyA 

When to a l^al utleg^tioh 
You turn your excomiuunication. 
And, for a groat unpaid that *s dae^ 
Di()rain on foul and body too. 

• Thought he, ^tis no mean part of civil 1515 

State-prudence to cajole the devil. 
And not to handle him too rough, 
When he ^as us in his cloven hooif, 

"Tis true (quoth he), that interconrfis 
Has pafsM between your friends aad ours» 1510 

That, as you truft us, in our way. 
To raife your members, and to lay. 
We fend you others of our own, 
DenouncM to hang themfelves, or drown. 
Or, frighted with our matory, 1535 

To leap down h«ardlong many a flory ^ 

Have 



Have usM all means ta propagate 

Your mighty interellft of flate^ 

Laid out our fpiritual gifts to fbrther 

•Your great defigna of rage and murthert y54Jft 

For if the Saints are nam'd froip bloody 

We only 'avc made that title good ^ 

Andy if it were but in oiirpoweiv- 

We fhould not fcniple to do- more^ 

A|id not be half a foul behind '*^54$^ 

Of all DifTenters of mankind. 

Right (qwoth the Voice) ^ and» as I foom 
To be ungrateful, irv i-ctum 
Of alKthofe kind good offices, 

cX *]i free you out of this diftrefs, '^SS^' 

And fct you down in fafety, where 
It is no time to tell you here» 
The cock crows, and the morn grow* on>. 
When 'tis decreed I muft be gone^ 
And, if I leave you here till day,. "^SSS- 

You '11 find it hai-d to get away. 
With that the Spirit grop'd about 
To find th' inchanted hero out. 
And try'd with hafte to lift him up, 
• But found his forlorn hope, his crup^ ftjf&o 

Unferviceable with kicks and blows. 
Received from hardenM- hearted foes. 
He thought to drag him by the heels. 
Like Grefham-carts, with, legs for wheel*-} 
But fear, that fooneft cures thofe fores, 1565 

In danger of relapfe to worfe. 
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Came in t^ aiEft him with its aid. 
And up his finking veflfel weighed* 
No fooner was heiit«to-trudgey 

But both made Feadj to diflodge ; 1 570 

The Spirit hors^ him» like a fack^ 
Upon the vehicle Us back. 
And bore him headlong into4h^ hall. 
With fome few rubs«4igainft the walLj 
nWhere, finding out the poftem lock^l* 1571 

And th^ avenues as ffarongly blocked, 
H' attack'd^the^window, ftorm'd'the gliafs. 
And in a moment gain'd the pafs^; 
Through which he dragg'd the worfted foldier^s 
^Fcre-quarters out by ih^ head and (houlder$, i^^ 
And cautioufly began to fcout , 
To find their fellow-cattle out 5 
Nor was it half a minute's quefl. 
Ere he retrieved the champion's beaft, 
^^^yd to a pale, inftead of rack, 15^ 

But ne'er a faddle on his'back| 
Nor plilols at the faddle-bow, 
Convey'd away, the Lord knows how. 
He thought it was^o time to ftay, 
^JPknd let the nigh;t, too, fteal away; f.5^ 

But, in a trice, advanced the Knight 
Upon the bare ridge, bolt upright. 
And, groping out for Ralpho's jade, 
He found the ^ddle, too, w.as 4b*ay''d9 

And 

Mcr. 1575.] Altered Xq the outer ^of ern^^'^^v i^io. 



HUDIBRAS, Part III. Canto I. 3*9 

nd in the place a lump of foapy 1595 

I which he fpeedily leapM up ; 

ndy turning to the gate the rein) 

: kickM and cudgelM on amain ; 

'hile HudibraSy with equal hafte, 

1 both fides laid about as fad, i^otl 

nd {purrMy as jockies ufe^ to breaks 

• padders to fecure, a neck ; 

'here let us leave them for a time, 

nd to their Churches turn our rhyme j 

hold forth their declining ftate, 1^05 

^hich inow come near an even rate. 
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